PRESS REL EASE
National Book Trust, India signs MoU with C-DAC/W3C

With aview to facilitate wider dissemination of digital publishing technology and innovations,
National Book Trust, Indiatoday signed an MoU with Centre for Development of Advanced
Computing (C-DAC), a Scientific Society under Department of Electronics, Information
Technology, Ministry of Communication and Information Technology, Government of India,
which isthe India Host Office of World Wide Web Consortium, (W3C), the main international
standards organization for the World Wide Web (abbreviated WWW or W3).

Mooted as a programme under the ‘Digital India initiatives of the Government of India, the
MoU enables NBT to become a W3C Global Member for the purpose of participation in the
W3C Consortium activities nationally and internationally, more specifically the "Digital
Publishing Interest Group" (DPUB 1G), Web Accessibility and other Open Web Platform

technologies.

The MoU to this effect was today exchanged between Dr. Rita Chowdhury, Director, National
Book Trust, Indiaand Dr. Mahesh Kulkarni, Associate Director, HoD GIST & WDG, Country
Manager - W3C Indiain the presence of Shri Baldeo Bhai Sharma, Chairman, National Book
Trust, India

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Baldeo Bhai Sharma, Chairman, National Book Trust, India,
said, “With thisMoU, a new chapter is starting in the activities of NBT and this will enable us
to meet the expectations of the publishers in terms of the role of a facilitator that we are
supposed to play. NBT will act as a bridge between Digital publishing technology innovators
and digital publishing end users like publishers.”

Describing it “as an important day for NBT’, Dr. Rita Chowdhury, Director, NBT, said,
“National Book Trust, India will endeavour to add new dimensions to Indian publishing in
collaboration with C-DAC/W3C. NBT will organise workshops with publishers of different
languages so that a healthy atmosphere of sharing of ideas on these new areas of publishing
could be created.”

Earlier, Dr. Mahesh Kulkarni gave a brief background of the innovations of CDAC in creating
Indian languages technol ogy and standardisation, and hoped that “NBT will be able to help us
in getting the inputs and feedback of the requirements of Indian publishers for the global



community.” MS. Priyanka Rawal, Busniess Development Lead, W3C Indiaalso gave an over
of the work of W3C Glaobal.

About C-DAC

Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC) is the premier R&D organization
of the Department of Electronics and Information Technology (DeitY), Ministry of
Communications & Information Technology (MCIT) for carrying out R&D in IT, Electronics

and associated areas.

About W3C

The World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) is an international community where Member
organizations, afull-time staff, and the public work together to develop Web standards. Led by
Web inventor Tim Berners-Lee and CEO Jeffrey Jaffe, W3C'smission isto lead the Web to its
full potential.

The World Wide Web Consortium achieves its mission by bringing diverse stake-holders
together, under aclear and effective consensus-based processto develop high-quality standards
based on contributions from the W3C Members, staff, and the community at large.
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