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PICK OF THE MONTH

The Saga of Kudopali
The Unsung Story of 1857

Indian Council of Historical Research
ISBN 978-93-6719-232-0

Rs 310.00                     

NBT India is currently participating 
in the Bologna Book Fair being held 
at Bologna, Italy, from 31 March 

to 3 April, 2025. 

Prof. Milind Sudhakar Marathe, 
Chairman, NBT and Shri K.  Swaminathan, 
Head of Chancery, Embassy of India, Rome, 
jointly inaugurated the ‘India Stand’ at the 
Bologna Book Fair 2025, celebrating India’s 
rich literary heritage on the global stage. 

The India Stand at Bologna Book Fair 
2025 (Hall 29/A18) is attracting lots of trade 
visitors, authors, illustrators, rights agents, 
and international publishers. Many meetings 
are planned. Ms Kanchan Wanchoo Sharma 
Deputy Director, NBT is representing the 
NBT there and interacting with visitors and 
all those related to the book trade. 

NBT is making its debut at 
the 37th Bogota International 
Book Fair 2025, Colombia, 
scheduled from 25 April to 11 
May 2025, and will also showcase 
for the first time a collective 
exhibit of books from India. 

Organised by the Colombian 
Book Chamber and Corferias, 
the Fair, called FilBo, would 
be spread over nearly 60,000 
square metres. It would have 17 
dedicated pavilions on various 
genres and categories of books. 
The FILBo 2025 will also feature 

NBT  at the Bologna, Abu Dhabi and Bogota  
International Book Fairs

over 2,300 activities. The theme of the fair 
is, ‘The Words of the Body.’ 

India will be participating at the Bogota 
International Book Fair 2026 as the Guest 
of Honour Country, with NBT as the Nodal 
Agency.

NBT India is also participating with a 
collective exhibit of books from India at 
the 34th Abu Dhabi International Book Fair 
being held from 26 April to 05 May 2025. 
One of the largest book fairs in the world, it 
would host around 1,400 participants from 
96 countries.

Since 2007, it has been organised by 
KITAB, a joint venture between the Abu 
Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage 
and the Frankfurt Book Fair. 
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PM-YUVA 3.0 Mentorship Scheme is 
inviting young minds to share their 
stories and ideas with the nation. With 

expert guidance, a monthly scholarship of 
`50,000, and a chance to get published — 
this is your turn to shine. 

This mentorship scheme aims at 
spotlighting writing as a viable career option, 
nurturing young and aspiring authors and 
projecting India and Indian voices on a global 
platform. 

PM-YUVA 3.0 is selecting 50 young 

PM YUVA 3.0 Campaigns across different Universities; Deadline 
extended to 10 June, 2025

writers from across the country through an 
All India Contest! Aimed at mentoring and 
publishing the work of young and aspiring 
Indian authors under the age of 30, the 
scheme encourages writers to submit their 
work in any of the 22 Indian languages and 
English, on either of three themes listed.

Young writers are requested to submit  
book proposal in any of the 22 Indian 
languages or English, and write on one of 
these exciting themes:

1.	 Indian Knowledge System (20 authors)

2.	 Makers of Modern India (20 authors)

3.	 Contribution of Indian Diaspora in 
Nation Building (10 authors)

NBT-India engaged students at Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, Delhi also, discussing the 
PM-YUVA 3.0 author mentorship scheme. 
NBT-India recently organised an online 
awareness session for PM-YUVA 3.0.

As part of the PM YUVA 3.0 
outreach initiatives, NBT-India 
engaged with students and faculty 
members from the Department 
of English and Other Foreign 
Languages and SRM SEAD – School 
of Environment, Architecture, 
and Design at SRM University, 
Ramapuram. The interactive sessions 
saw enthusiastic participation from 
Tamil research scholars of Banaras 
Hindu University (BHU), Varanasi also,  along 

with students and faculty members 
from other prestigious institutions.

NBT-India connected with 
students from various undergraduate 
courses at Amity University, Noida 
to share details about the PM-YUVA 
3.0 author mentorship scheme. Open 
for submissions until 10 June 2025, 
the scheme invites young authors to 
realise their dreams of publishing 
their books and celebrate Indian 
culture and literature globally.

Many insightful questions were raised, 
reflecting the community’s excitement about 
this national movement to nurture young 
authors and creators.

NBT hosted a wonderful interactive 

session with students of Department of Urdu, 
University of Delhi on 28 March, focused on 
the PM-YUVA 3.0 mentorship scheme. The 
students at the session eagerly discussed the 
programme and cleared doubts around the 
application process and some even started 
zeroing in on the themes they would submit 
their entries.

Students at Kirori Mal College, Delhi 
University enthusiastically participated in 
multiple sessions about the PM-YUVA 3.0 
mentorship scheme on 25 March 2025, 
where they learnt about what the selected 
authors stand to gain from the programme, 
the themes they can write on and how they 
can apply.

The last date to apply for the scheme is  
10 June 2025.
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A number of activities aimed at 

promoting love for books and 

creativity were organised in various 

parts of the country during the month of 

March, which included storytelling sessions 

and illustration workshops.

The magic of stories soared at its peak 

at Purple Fest 2025, organised on 21 March 

at Rashtrapati Bhavan by the Department of 

Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities 

(DePwD), Union Ministry of Social Justice 

and Empowerment. 

Renowned storyteller Jaishree Sethi 

captivated minds and charmed audiences. 

Organised by the National Book Trust, the 

session left young participants inspired 

and excited. Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal 

Puraskar 2024 winner in social sciences, 

Garima, also spoke at the fest.

NBT India organised two engaging 

sessions at K.R. Mangalam World School, 

GK II on 3 March.  Storyteller Usha Chhabra 

captivated the students with her immersive 

storytelling, while Vasudha Ahuja and Kunal 

brought the stories to life through a delightful 

musical storytelling session. The event was 

filled with laughter, learning, and the magic 

of stories, leaving students inspired and 

entertained.

Children’s Activities across Various  States

A Bihar Divas-themed 

painting competition was 

organised for children on the 

second day of the Patna Book 

Festival 2025  at Gandhi Maidan 

held in March. Workshops 

on Yoga and reconstructing 

Nalanda were also held. During 

the  Festival, Vasudha Ahuja and 

Kunal Sharma also engaged kids 

with their musical storytelling 

session “Aao Sune Sangeet Mein 

Kahani.” The little ones had an 

absolute blast!

Students of Patna Gyan 

Niketan School were keen to 

know more about Rashtriya      

e- Pustakalaya, so an orientation 

session, explaining the features 

and its benefits was organised  

at Patna Book Festival 2025, 

stall no.- 57.

DPS Gurgaon students 

attended a captivating 

storytelling session by Seema 

Wahi, organised by National 

Centre for Children’s 

Literature, National Book Trust, 

India on 21 February, 2025 at 

NBT- India Headquarters.



5APRIL 2025    NBT NEWSLETTER  

National Book Trust participated in the Eastern and North-

Eastern Regional Official Language Conference organised 

by the Department of Official Language, Ministry of 

Home Affairs at Guwahati. 

Exhibiting a diverse collection of Hindi books, the Trust 

highlighted its contribution in promotion of the language. 

Hon’ble Minister of State for Home Affairs, Shri Nityanand 

Rai also visited the NBT stall and appreciated the rich collection of 

Hindi literature.

Taking Books to
the Doorsteps

NBT author gets Jnanpith Award

Vinod Kumar Shukla, eminent Hindi author has been awarded 

with Jnanpith Award. 

National Book Trust, India extends its warm wishes 

and congratulations to the author, whose masterpiece, Naukar Ki 

Kameez, has been published by NBT in English and other languages.

4-Day Workshop at Pune

NBT India also participated at the 25th Azamgarh Book Fair  

organised by  the Department of Tourism & Culture, Uttar Pradesh 

and District Administration Azamgarh. 

The fair was inaugurated by Shri Navneet Chahal, District 

Magistrate, Azamgarh. Ms. Neerja Madhav, renowned author,  graced 

the fair. NBT stall witnessed visits by a large number of literature 

lovers and readers.

A four-day workshop was organised by the National Book 

Trust, India Savitribai Phule Pune University and Samarth 

Yuva Foundation at Pune from 15 to 18 March 2025.

Dignitaries who shared their insights at the event included 

Prof. Milind Sudhakar Marathe, Chairman, NBT, Shri Yuvraj Malik,  

Director, NBT, Shri Vishwas Patil renowned author and Dr. Sanjay 

Chakane, Management Council Member. 
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Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar 
Vasant Moon 		
318 pp |	 Rs. 310 
A comprehensive biography of one of the tallest 
leaders of the modern India, Bharat Ratan Dr. 
Bhimrao Baba Saheb Ambedkar, translated into 
English by Asha Damle. 
ISBN 978-93-5491-049-4

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
Sisir Kumar Bose
155 pp	 Rs. 185
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was one of the 
foremost leaders of the Indian Freedom 
movement. He formed the Indian National 
Army to fight the British in India. 
This concise biography presents in a simple and 
lucid language an authentic account of the life 
and struggle of the  great leader. 
978-81-237-3316-6

Major Dhyan Chand 
Sanjay Dudhane 			 
168 pp | 	 Rs. 215 
Major Dhyan Chand was an Indian hockey player 
and is regarded as one of the greatest players of 
all time. He is known as the ‘Hockey Wizard’ or 
‘the Magician’ of  hockey who had goal-scoring 
feats and dribbling skills.
This book gives glimpses of the life of Major who 
strove for the glory of his country and by whose 
name Indian hockey is known for. 
ISBN 978-93-5491-176-7

Rani Chennamma 
Sadashiva Wodeyar 			 
180 pp |  	 Rs. 210 
Rani Chennamma was the very first head of a 
princely state in India to rise against the mighty 
British Empire.
Her life is an inspiring story which will thrill 
freedom lovers in any country, at all times. 
ISBN 978-93-5431-158-7

Tagore: A Life 
Krishna Kripalani 			 
280 pp |	 Rs. 270 
Written by a close associate of Tagore himself, 
this biography impressively records the 
development of the personality of the man 
through the various influences, the ordeals 
he faced in life and his zest for life. 
This is one of the best known biographies 
of Tagore. 
ISBN 978-81-237-1959-7

Sri Aurobindo 
Navajata 				                                
2024 |	 Rs. 95 
A great philosopher-saint, he was also an 
influential poet. A man of the highest spiritual 
order, Sri Aurobindo changed the lives of 
many.
He took an active part in the Indian freedom 
struggle and his contributions paved the way 
for a new worldview for a rising nation.
ISBN 978-81-237-0037-3

Rajendra Prasad: His Life And 
Thought 
Braj Kumar Pandey 			             
280 pp |	 Rs. 300 
This book is a brief biography of Dr Rajendra 
Prasad, the first Precident of India. 
The book provides valuable views and 
thoughts that have been depicted in his books, 
articles and lectures. 
ISBN 978-81-237-9989-6

Homi Jehangir Bhabha 
Chintamani Deshmukh 		           
190 pp |	 Rs. 265 
Homi Jehangir Bhabha (1909-1966) is 
one of the chief architects of science and 
technology development in India. He was 
solely responsible for establishing atomic 
energy programme in newly independent 
India. The reader through these pages gets to 
know an institution builder, an administrator, 
a diplomat, a painter, a music lover, besides 
getting an insight into the joy and pain of 
the aspirations and limitations of a newly 
independent nation. 
ISBN 978-93-5491-017-3

NBT Titles on Leading Personalities
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Stree Deh Se Aage
Gulab Kothari

	

This book is originally 
published in Hindi.

Brahma had created only 
one creature in the strings of 
their body, which is thin from 
outside and visible from inside, 
she is the female. Animal by 
body and Mahamaya by heart. 
She is steadfast, tolerant and 
hardworking just like Brahma. 

Laghu Prerak
Prasangon Mein Virat 
Mahapurush Bapu
Sita Bimbau

The contribution of Mahatma 
Gandhi to India’s freedom 
struggle has been explained 
in this book in an easy-to-
understand style. Though 
many renowned litterateurs 
such as Vishnu Prabhakar, Kaka 
Kalekar, etc., who had been 
close to Mahatma Gandhi, 
have written a number of 
inspirational pieces about 

Mahatma Gandhi, these needed to be reintroduced to the young 
readers.

 

Gahne Kyon Pahne
Gulab Kothari

Author Gulab Kothari undertakes 
an objective analysis of jewellery  
and unravels few strange facts 
which may alter our course in life. 
The book also discusses  the value 
of acupuncture and acupressure in 
the treatment of certain conditions 
and connects them to the custom 

of jewelry wearing.

The book  takes us into the depths of the  world of the gold, the 
beauty of silver and gems, and the creativity. Pictures used in the 
book are breath taking. 

Published in Hindi. 

Narendra Kohli: 
Jhabri and Anya 
Kahaniyan
Sudha Sharma Pushp (Ed.)

In this compilation, 
interesting stories written 
by Narendra Kohli for 
adolescent readers that are 
informative, inspiring, and 
lays stress on character-
bui lding have been 
presented.

In these stories, the feelings 
of the young adult’s mind 
are expressed in a way that 
it appears that  the child 
character in those stories is 

not imaginary, but he himself is expressing his feelings. Narendra Kohli 
liked being  truthful. The impact is apparent in the story Aasaan Raasta. 

Subhadra Kumari 
Chauhan: Kadamb 
ke Phool even Anya 
Kahniyan
Edited by Suresh Rituparna, 
stories in this compilation 
are all written by  Subhadra 
Kumari Chauhan  who in 
turn has dedicated them to 
the young adult readers. 
These stories help in their 
character building and 
also inculcate the values of 
Indianness. Her characters 
are truthful, compassionate, 
benevolent, and dedicated 

for sacrificing themselves for the cause of the country. 

NBT’s Recent and Forthcoming Titles
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In the digital world, books have also been digitized marking a 

revolution in the history of books.To celebrate its further 

advancement, NBT has launched its app Rashtriya e-Pustakalaya to 

facilitate young readers. The repository of books for FREE in Rashtriya 

e-Pustakalaya focuses on history, culture, scientific achievements, and 

other significant facets of India. An App has been developed for the 

initiative, which currently hosts over 1000 books sourced from 46 

publishers, encompassing in 23 languages, and spanning across 13 genres.

This digital library facilitates availability of quality books across 

geographies, languages, genres and levels, and enables device agnostic 

accessibility. The Digital Library consists of non-academic books for 

children and adolescents categorized in four age groups i.e., 3-8, 8-11, 

11-14, and 14-18 years respectively. The books cover different genres 

for children and adolescents like fiction, non-fiction, biographies, 

poetry, classics, comics, novels, etc.

The Rashtriya e-Pustakalaya application is available for Web, 

Android and IOS users. It includes an array of genres like adventure, 

mystery, humour, literature, fiction, classics, non-fiction, self-help, 

history, biographies, comics, picture books, science, and poetry. 

Rashtriya E-Pustakalaya launches 
Free E-books Platform


