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PICK of the month

Bharat Ki Vaccine Vikas-Gaatha
Sajjan Singh Yadav

Rs. 350.00
ISBN: 978-93-549-1897-1

SCO Young Authors’ Conference Organised 
under the Chairmanship of India

India recently hosted the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Young 
Authors’ Conference (YAC) on 12-13 

April 2023 as part of the calendar of events 
drawn up by the Ministry of External Affairs, 
Govt. of India; on the occasion of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization Summit. INDIA 
is the current chair of SCO. The Ministry 
of Education, Govt. of India was designated 
to organise the Young Authors’ Conference, 
with National Book Trust, India (NBT-India) 
(under the Ministry of Education, Govt. of 
India), as the Implementing Agency.

The two-day SCO Young Authors’ 
Conference at New Delhi provided a dynamic 

platform to explore the avenues of modern 
education, training and advanced training of 
youth, wider involvement in entrepreneurial 
activities and innovative projects. The 
Theme of the Conference was Civilisational 
Dialogue amongst the SCO Member Nations: 
Perspectives from Young Scholars, with Sub-
themes of History & Philosophy, Economy, 
Religion, Culture, Literature and Science & 
Medicine.

During the Joint Address of Heads of 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation for Youth 
held in 2018, a wide policy framework for 
the engagement of youth power of the SCO 
Member Nations was laid down in order to 
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channelise them into a creative and productive path enabling better 
global understanding and dialogue. 

As part of the ongoing “SCO Council of Heads of States” 
Presidency of India, SCO aims at advancing 
the theme of ‘SECURE’ (Security, Economic 
cooperation, Connectivity, Unity, Respect 
for sovereignty and territorial integrity, and 
Environment), articulated by the Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi, initially 
at the SCO Summit in Qingdao in 2018. In 
this light, various youth-centric activities in 
general, and the ones related to the genres 
of art, culture, science etc. have been held 
among the member-states.

The SCO policy framework for the youth 
as mentioned above mentions ‘civilisational 
dialogue’ as one of the most important 
components of youth-centric engagements 
among the SCO member-states. It needs to be 
emphasised that almost all great litterateurs 
started their creative journeys in their youth 
only because youth is the age that is supposed 
to be creatively most restless and exploratory 
in nature.

Hon’ble Minister of State for Culture 
& External Affairs, Smt. Meenakashi Lekhi 
inaugurated the SCO Young Authors’ 
Conference, in the presence of Prof. Govind 
Prasad Sharma Chairman, NBT-India, Smt. 
Saumya Gupta IAS, Joint Secretary, Ministry 
of Education, and Shri  Yuvraj Malik Director, 
NBT-India at the dais. Inaugurating the 
Conference, Smt. Meenakshi Lekhi said that there are numerous 
commonalities in our cultures and these ties need to be strengthened 
further. It is also imperative to seed ideas of finding linkages of common 
heritage and continue to learn from experiences of civilisational ethos 
and social value systems 
in the youth. 

S h r i  J a n e s h 
K a i n ,  D e p u t y 
Secretary General, 
SCO, addressed the 

conference through a video message and said that the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization since its inception has served to develop 
cooperation between world civilizations, and was off the view that 

the ongoing Young Authors’ Conference will 
establish a tradition of cooperation between 
our countries in the field of literature, culture 
and art.

Hon’ble Minister of State for External 
Affairs & Education, Shri Rajkumar Ranjan 
Singh presided as the Chief Guest at the 
Valedictory Ceremony of the SCO Young 
Authors’ Conference in the presence of 
Prof. Govind Prasad Sharma Chairman, 
NBT-India Smt Yojna Patel, JS-SCO, MEA 
and Shri Yuvraj Malik Director, NBT-India 
at the dais. Shri Rajkumar Ranjan Singh 
said that India has been actively taking 
part in all the cooperation activities of 
the organisation and is a highly valued 
member of the organisation. The focus on 
shared civilisational linkages at the SCO 
Young Authors’ Conference is the true 
reflection of the people of the region and 
the conference was a testimony of our 
commitment to contribute to the success 
of the organisation.  

Prof. Govind Prasad Sharma, 
Chairman NBT-India highlighted that 
mutual development requires dialogue 
and collaborations. He added that the youth 
should strive to understand the diverse 
culture, traditions and perspectives of each 

other’s society, in order to enable better and deeper understanding 
of our shared culture. He said that Dialogue is the basic medium 
to keep any human society and civilization alive. The conference 
brought forth the connection youth have not only with their own 

society but also with 
neighbouring countries, 
as well as the vision that 
they have to further 
deepen inter-cultural 
cooperation.

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is an intergovernmental organisation founded 
in Shanghai on 15 June 2001. The SCO currently comprises of eight Member States (China, 
India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan), four Observer States 
interested in acceding to full membership (Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran, and Mongolia) and six 
“Dialogue Partners” (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Cambodia, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Turkey).
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Shri Yuvraj Malik, Director NBT-India in his address 
said that the youth as the next generation of leaders have the 
potential to bring new perspectives, drive innovation, foster 
entrepreneurship and promote cross-cultural understanding. 
The SCO Young Authors’ Conference is a testament to the 
organization’s commitment to empowering young people 
by providing a platform for young writers and scholars to 
engage in a meaningful dialogue. He said that conference was an 
enriching experience witnessing the exchange of perspective and 
ideas. The dialogue shed light on the interdependence between 
human beings and society and explored language as a social tool 
that facilitates interaction between various communities promoting 
the advancement of knowledge. 

NBT-India @ India International Education Expo 2023

The two-day Conference provided fresh perspectives from the 
participating delegates, scholars and speakers exploring the mutual 
and distinct characteristics in our cultures and heritage at the same 
time acknowledging the role of literature in aiding the connection 
between cultures. It paved the way and the need to have more such 
dialogues in the near future on a sustainable manner.

NBT-India Represents India at London Book Fair 2023

National Book Trust, India put up a collective INDIA 
Stand at the London Book Fair (LBF) 2023, representing 
more than 45 Indian publishers and showcasing more 

than 300 titles published in different genres and various Indian 
languages.

LBF is a global marketplace for the publishing industry. From 
publishers and dealmakers to the copyright holders and the global 
licensors, LBF provides a centralised Forum for uniting the book 
community for three days of business, networking and learning.

The 2023 edition of LBF was organised from 18 to 20 April 

2023, at the Olympia, London, UK where NBT-India’s four-
member delegation led by Prof. Govind Prasad Sharma, Chairman, 
Shri  Yuvraj Malik, Director,  Shri Amit Kumar Singh (Manager 
Sales & Marketing), and Shri Mayank Surolia (Deputy Director 
Exhibitions) had meetings with various publishing heads, literary 
agents and other book fair organisers.

Prof. Sharma, Shri Malik and Shri Singh also called upon 
Hon’ble High Commissioner of India to the United Kingdom, 
Shri Vikram K Doraiswami and presented him with a set of books 
by NBT-India during their visit.  

National Book Trust, India participated as Knowledge Partner 
in the India International Education Expo 2023 from 28 to 
30 April 2023, organised by the India Exposition Mart Ltd. 

(IEML), Greater Noida (UP), at the India Expo Centre and Mart.
This International Expo saw participation from world class 

universities, colleges, schools and institutions. The students were 
able to meet counsellors from leading education institutes.

NBT-India also set up a display of its recently published and best 
selling titles in various languages. Students and visitors showed keen 
interest and excitedly browsed through the books.
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NBT-India’s Recently Launched PM-Yuva Series

The present collection of books represents the recently published titles under NBT-India’s new Publishing Series, PM-YUVA Series. These books are 
published as part of the PM’s Mentoring  Yuva Scheme 1.0 (launched by the Ministry of Education), under which 75 young authors under the age of 
30 were selected through an All-India contest. NBT-India is the Implementing Agency of the Scheme.  

Aranyani (Kannada)

Tejas H Badala 
ISBN: 978-93-549-1641-0

 ` 250.00

Azadi Andolan De  
Angoule Nayak (Punjabi) 

Sartaj Singh
ISBN: 978-93-549-1581-9

 ` 160.00

A V Kuttimalu Amma 
(Malayalam) 

Anuraj Manohar
ISBN: 978-93-549-1529-1

 ` 235.00

Azaadi De Gumnaam 
Parvaane (Hindi) 

Bharti Devi
ISBN: 978-93-549-1901-5

 ` 165.00

Ghadr Di Raah Te (Punjabi) 

Jaspreet Kaur
ISBN: 978-93-549-1493-5

 ` 245.00

Bharat Jo Azaadi Andolan Ain 
Sindh Ja Soorma (Sindhi) 

Lakshya Tekchandani
ISBN: 978-93-549-1497-3

 ` 110.00

Ghadri Baba Bhai 
Randhir Singh (Punjabi) 

Harleen
ISBN: 978-93-549-1494-2

 ` 250.00

Echoes of Patriotism : 
Nationalist Writings of India’s 

Freedom Struggle (English)

Rani Unnamalai K
ISBN: 978-93-549-1883-4

 ` 250.00

Aadyakrantiveer Umaji 
Raje Naik (Marathi)

Praveen Prahlad Nayse 
ISBN: 978-93-549-1733-2

 ` 205.00

Desiyak Kuyil D.K. 
Pattammal (Tamil) 

Thamal Co. Saravan 
ISBN: 978-93-549-1483-6

 ` 220.00

Bharatiya Swadhinata 
Andolan me Mithilak Dalit 
Samajak Yogdan (Maithili)

Krishnendu Mohan Thakur 
ISBN: 978-93-549-1496-6

 ` 160.00

Akanbala Das Aru Hatot 
Lamp Loi Phura Oklanta 
Sangramijon (Asamiya)

Priyam D Jyotsana 
ISBN: 978-93-549-1734-9

 ` 265.00

Firang Ka Qaidi (Urdu)

Nissar Ahmed
ISBN: 978-93-549-1509-3

 ` 275.00

Gamadhar Swadhinataa 
Andolanar Baatkoteeyaa 

Gamadhar Konwarar 
Atmakatha (Asamiya) 

Vikas Dihingia
ISBN: 978-93-549-1462-1

 ` 190.00

Hulgariya Rukni Hansda 
(Santali)

Rankini Hansda
ISBN: 978-93-549-1495-9

 ` 165.00
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Melibhuin (Odia)

Dileshwar Rana
ISBN: 978-93-549-1539-0

 ` 175.00

The Least in the Company 
(English) 

G Aarthi
ISBN: 978-93-549-1877-3

 ` 210.00

Kinarharu (Nepali)

Monika Rana
ISBN: 978-93-549-1644-1

 ` 230.00

Ode to the Mother : Role of 
Women of Manipur in India’s 
Freedom Struggle (English)

Chanamthabam Ronika Devi
ISBN: 978-93-549-1907-7

 ` 200.00

Virancha Bana- Veer 
Vamanrao Joshi (Marathi)

Shreyash Rajesh Kolhekar 
ISBN: 978-93-549-1640-3

 ` 220.00

Siaram Singh : The Hero 
of Bhagalpur (English)

Sudarshana Jha 
ISBN: 978-93-549-1875-9

 ` 245.00

Mukti Sangramare  
Odia Shahid (Odia) 

Anindya Narayan Singh
ISBN: 978-93-549-1538-3

 ` 210.00

The Cuckoo Sings on 
the Chir (English)

Ekshu Sharma
ISBN: 978-93-549-1886-5

 ` 255.00

Song of the Rebel (English)

Akshat Dev
ISBN: 978-93-549-1732-5

 ` 210.00

The 13-Year-Old Queen and  
her Inherited Destiny (English)

Aashisha Chakraborty
ISBN: 978-93-549-1492-8

 ` 280.00

NBT-India Participates in Lucknow 
Book Fair

Book lovers 
were in for 
a treat as the 

10th edition of the 
Lucknow Book Fair 
was organised from 
17 to 26 March 2023 
at the Ravindralaya 
Lawn, Lucknow. 

National Book Trust, India (NBT-India) also participated in the 
ten-day fair and showcased a variety of literature from all around 
India in all Indian languages. 

NBT-India’s stall was a huge hit among book lovers as they were 
able to browse through and choose from an interesting selection of 
NBT-India’s publications. 

NBT-India at Rajasthan 
Literature Festival

National Book Trust, 
India (NBT-India) 
participated in 

the Rajasthan Literature 
Festival organised by the 
Government of Rajasthan 
in the Blue City of Jodhpur. 
The three-day festival was 
organised from 25 to 27 March 2023 at Zanana Bagh of Umaid 
Udyan, Jodhpur. 

The festival was organised with the objective of making the 
young generation aware about the rich literary tradition of the State 
in addition to its rich culture and heritage. The Festival was able to 
provide a platform for the new and upcoming authors to showcase 
their work in the public domain. 

Dr. Bulaki Das Kalla, Minister of Education, Government of 
Rajasthan also visited the stall put up by NBT-India and browsed 
through the wide range of books displayed, including the new  
PM-YUVA series and India@75 series.

The date for the upcoming 2nd edition of the Gomti Book Festival, Lucknow 
was also announced during the Lucknow Book Fair, which is scheduled 
from 28 October to 5 November 2023, at Gomti Riverfront Park, Lucknow.
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Pratap Jung 
The Ultimate Sacrifice

Souharya De
ISBN: 978-93-5491-489-8

Rs. 210.00

When it came to casualties, there had been none thus far. 
A few on either side had been wounded in opposing 
musket fire, but that was all-those wounds had never 

quite been serious.

Madhav Singh and his nephew, the crown prince, knew exactly 
what they were doing. The bastions they had 
set up at Chanda and the strong resistance they 
had provided so long, had discouraged Franks’ 
troops from attempting to cross over to the 
other end, whence to march to the palatial 
quarters at Qaisarbagh.

By the time the first month of the new year 
had ended, news of the resistance his troops 
had been facing at Chanda reached the Field 
Marshal’s ears.

“What was that dimwit supposed to do?” 
he yelled at the top of his voice, only to get a 
sore throat sometime later. Nonetheless, his 
disappointment with Franks had taken leaps 
and bounds. A hundred times had he told the 
Lieutenant Colonel not to get this wrong.

Lord Canning had personally talked to him 
regarding the strategies they had formulated 
to effect the re-capture of Oudh. They had set 
off from Cawnpore, right after the previous 
Christmas, a disastrous one if it might be 
classified in the like, and had won a brilliant 
victory at Fatehgarh, only a hundred and twenty 
miles away from the Begum’s officiating capital 
at Qaisarbagh, but after that, for Franks had 
been assigned command of the column to advance through to Chanda, 
there had been no real progress. 

On the other end, the Begum and her men were quite pleased. 
For around a month and a half now, the prince and his regimental ranks 
had been holding out against the march of Campbell’s procession.

This had given the men time to prepare their defences. Raja Jalal, 
the spokesperson who had been offered command of a considerable 
number of sepoys loyal to the Begum’s banner, had forewarned a truce. 

 “If the defences cannot be broken, the British know how to wend 
their way through. A truce the resistance will end with, I’m quite 
certain, between Lal Pratap and the British Commander”, he had said. 

 The Begum, however, had placed her full faith in Lal Pratap’s 
capabilities. She was quite sure that he would not give in, for he had 

been instructed such, and would hold out his defences until the last 
man.

 “That is true. In all my life, my Queen, I haven’t seen someone 
with skills even a fraction of that young man from Kalakankar,” 
Ahmadullah, too, had said.

 Since the monsoon had long gone, and 
winter was but the perfect atmosphere to get 
court deliberations going, the men now met 
frequently.

 Every week, a messenger would arrive 
from the court at Qaisarbagh, convey new 
orders and updates of the situation back in the 
capital, and observing how greatly the bulwarks 
resisted Campbell’s advance, he would depart. 
This was all that had been going on-from the 
18th of January, when the two forces had first 
met, till the 18th of February, a month after.

There had been no especial gunfight, no 
proper face-off, no real on the field cannonade 
and nothing of the sort one would expect in a 
battle so prolonged as this. It was all very calm 
and quiet, excepting the trifle musket fires that 
ensued at times from both quarters.

On the 19th, however, or so Lal Pratap saw 
when he was up after sleep, several flanks of the 
English detachments had marched back to the 
bastions around Koerepoore. Unlike his uncle, 
who had cheered amid the silence that prevailed 
around, given he thought the resistance they had 
put up had driven the Empire’s forces away, Lal 
Pratap was careful in his observation. Once the 

sun’s rays lit up the field that connected the mud fort at Chanda and 
the stations near Koerepoore, he slowly bust steadily embarked on 
a descent from the higher up outworks.

A few moments after, when he ascended back, Lal Pratap looked 
disturbed. He knew something wasn’t right. Who had not known 
the crooked tactics of the Empire?

After all, half of the subjugations they had succeeded in, in 
India, both political and military ones, had been effected through 
such a policy.

Knowing this could very well be a trap, the Prince sent in two 
reconnaissance parties to either ends of the mud fort. Once the 
parties had departed, he had himself taken position on the topmost 
bastion and observed around the place for a few moments.

Book Excerpt

Pratap Jung: The Ultimate Sacrifice
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Snippets from Children’s Pavilion @ NDWBF 2023
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Tweet Corner

Books on India’s Vaccine Drive Released

A book release function was 
organised during New Delhi 
World Book Fair 2023, wherein, 

a set of three books (in Hindi, English 
and Punjabi languages), developed by 
National Book Trust, India in association 
with SARD were launched.

The books were launched in the august presence of Prof. Govind Prasad Sharma, 
Chairman, NBT-India; Shri Sudhir Bhatnagar, CEO, SARD; Shri Ashok Raisinghani, Director 
Operations, JSI-India; and Shri Yuvraj Malik, Director, NBT-India.

The nine titles–Say Yes to Vaccines (English), Teeke Theek Hai! (Hindi) and Teeke Theak Hann! 
(Punjabi) for age-group 12 to 14 years; Impacting Reality: Stories of Resilience (English), Vastavikta 
se Saamna: Sanyam ki Kahaniya Padho (Hindi) and Hakeekat da Saamna: Hausle Dian Kahanian 
(Punjabi) for age-group 15 to 18 years; Helping Hands: Stories of Hope (English), Madad ka 
Haath Badhao: Corona ko Harao (Hindi) and Madad da Haath Vdhao: Corona nu Haro (Punjabi) 
for different social groups in the community– were developed by collecting authentic 
information from various sources and sections of society regarding their experiences during 
the Coronavirus pandemic.


