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D

r. Mohan Bhagwat, Honorable
Sarsanghchalak, Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh; Dr. Satyapal Singh, Hon’ble
Member of Parliament and Shri Arif
Mohammad Khan, Hon’ble Governor of
Kerela released the book Bharat Vaibhav
in the presence of Prof. Govind Prasad
Sharma, Chairman, National Book Trust,
India and Shri Yuvraj Malik, Director,
NBT at a release function held in NBT
Headquarters, New Delhi on 10 August
2021.
While releasing the book, Dr. Mohan
Bhagwat, said that traditional Indian
knowledge is the pride of India. India
was born to share its knowledge tradition

SEPTEMBER 2021

across the world. Highlighting the various
features of the book, Dr Bhagwat said that
the book contains an ocean of knowledge
and it should be translated into all Indian
languages and widely publicized.
In his address Shri Arif Mohammad
Khan, Hon’ble Governor of Kerela, said
that the morale and self-confidence of any
nation has only been awakened with the
help of its culture. The culture of India is
eternal and it is our collective responsibility
to try our best to imbibe it in our lives, and
pass it to our future generations as well.
Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Satyapal
Singh, Hon’ble Member of Parliament said
the essence of ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’
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effortlessly flows through the narrative in
the book and it is the first step towards
the supreme glory that the country should
strive to touch. He further said that India
has been considered as the Vishwa Guru
for its traditional knowledge and there is a
need to familiarize the coming generations
with this glorious tradition.
Appreciating the book, Prof. Govind
Prasad Sharma, Chairman, NBT, said

that India’s knowledge tradition is one of
the oldest in the world and this book will
play an important role in re-establishing
these Indian values in
 the world. Prof.
Sharma also spoke about the publishing
programme and various book promotional
activities of NBT.
Shri Yuvraj Malik, Director, NBT
India, while expressing his gratitude to
all the guests, assured that more such

literature will be available in the times
to come and NBT will always be in the
forefront in building a knowledge-based
society.
Published by National Book
Trust, India, the book ‘Bharat Vaibhav’
presents the various dimensions of India’s
traditional knowledge system, its ancient
culture and civilization and its need for
today’s world.

NBT Celebrates its 65th Foundation Day

N

ational
Book
Trust,
India celebrated its 65th
Foundation Day on 1st August
2021. The event was marked by the
Annual Foundation Day Lecture
and a 1 km race competition for
NBT employees held on 2 August
2021.
Dr Lalit Behari Goswami,
Associate
Professor
(Retd.)
PGDAV College, and Chairperson
(governing body) Lakshmibai College,
University of Delhi delivered the NBT
Foundation Day lecture held at NBT
Headquarters in Vasant Kunj, New Delhi.
Addressing the gathering, Dr Lalit
Behari Goswami talked about the expansive
trove of traditional knowledge our culture
has at its disposal and appreciated NBT’s
efforts in presenting this knowledge in all
Indian languages for readers of varied agegroups through its content. Dr Goswami
further elaborated on how NBT has been
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a forerunner in igniting the flame of
curiosity for knowledge through its books
has helped cultivate a league of global
citizens.
Prof. Govind Prasad Sharma,
Chairman, NBT congratulated all the
officials on the joyous occasion and another
successful year of NBT’s functioning and
praised the NBT team for their efforts in
serving the organization. He also reminded
them of the responsibility NBT has on
its shoulders to mold its readers into a
generation of critical thinkers. He urged
the NBT team to not be content with the
success but strive forward to reach even
greater heights of achievements.
Congratulating all NBT officials, Shri
Yuvraj Malik, Director, NBT said, “As
Knowledge Partner of the Nation, NBT is
a benchmark for quality content globally.
NBT is the only premier organization in the
world that has worked continuously even
during the pandemic and launched seven
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books under the Corona Studies
Series, to help people deal with
the psychosomatic repercussions
of Covid-19. NBT has since its
inception been serving readers in
all corners of the country with
quality and affordable content
and will continue to do so with
reinforced vigour.”
On this occasion, as per NBT
tradition, employees who had
completed 25 years at NBT were felicitated
for their hard work and dedication. These
include Shri Rubin D’Cruz, Shri Ashish
Choudhary, Shri Mukesh Kumar, Smt
Neelkamal Arora, Shri Ashok Kumar
Yadav and Shri Sunil Jadav.
The race competitions for both men
and women were held in the morning. Both
he competitions saw many enthusiastic
participants running for better health in
the competition. The winners were later
awarded certificates and medals.

National Webinar on Indian Knowledge System

A

s part of the celebration of one
year of transformative reforms
under National Education Policy, 2020,
Government of India is organising
a series of theme-based webinars on
different aspects of National Education
Policy, 2020. Indian Knowledge
System, Language, Arts & Culture
being one of the innovative thrust
area of NEP, Indian Knowledge
System at AICTE under Ministry of
Education organised a National Webinar
on Transforming Education in the Light
of Indian Knowledge System, Language,
Arts & Culture on 5 August 2021 in New
Delhi.
Shri
Dharmendra
Pradhan,
Union Minister of Education and Skill
Development and Employment was the
Chief Guest on the occasion. Shri Tejasvi
Surya, Member of Parliament; Shri Amit
Khare, Secretary, Higher Education
and Senior officials from Ministry
of Education and AICTE were also
present.
Speaking on the occasion Shri
Dharmendra Pradhan discussed the
relevance of traditional knowledge
systems and ancient wisdom in
contemporary times and their role
in the making of an Aatmanirbhar
Bharat. He stated that there is a
need to synergise knowledge with
art, culture, language with a spirit
of Bharatiyata.

National Education Policy has laid
down a roadmap for 21st century India
and lays emphasis on our traditional
knowledge systems. By taking Indian
knowledge traditions forward, we can
sow seeds for starting a new era. We must
recreate our traditional knowledge with
contemporary, contextual relevance to
connect with the youth, he added. Shri
Pradhan stated that solutions to many
of contemporary challenges lie in our
traditional knowledge systems.
Shri Tejasvi Surya expressed his views
on the need of new NEP 2020 with
respect to Traditional Indian Knowledge
in 21st century. He said that Science,
Culture, Civilization, Art, various ancient
learnings, History etc. are an important
part of our glorious tradition and our
young generation should we be aware and
respect these traditions.
The webinar was divided
into three sessions on the themes
including ‘Indian Knowledge
System,’ ‘Languages’ and ‘Arts &
Culture.’ The webinar was attended
various scholars, social activists
and academicians from across the
country like Dr. Sonal Mansingh,
Member of Parliament, Rajya
Sabha; Prof. Anil D. Sahasrabudhe,
Chairman, AICTE; Prof. Santosh
Kumar Shukla, Dean, School of
Sanskrit and Indic Studies, JNU
among others.

The Minister said that no society
can thrive without connecting to its
roots. Our past is filled with examples of
architectural grandeur, engineering marvel
and artistic excellence, he further added.
He called for conservation, promotion
and dissemination of this cultural wealth
of India should be the top priority of
the country because it is crucial for the
country’s identity.
Shri Pradhan highlighted that the

75th Independence Day Celebrations

N

ational Book Trust, India celebrated
India’s 75th Independence Day
with the hoisting of the National Flag at
NBT’s headquarters in Vasant Kunj, New
Delhi on 15th August 2021. The event
was attended by all the officials of the
Trust.
Addressing the gathering, Shri
Yuvraj Malik, Director, NBT said,
“Without the freedom of thought there
can be no wisdom and to have freedom
of thought, one must read. On the
occasion of the 75th Independence Day
of our nation we as citizens must pledge
to read as much about the freedom

fighters and the freedom struggle as we
can and imbibe those valiant principles
in our own lives.”
In his special message to mark the
joyous occasion, Prof Govind Prasad
Sharma, Chairman, NBT said, “Today
our nation is celebrating 75 years of
Independence by commemorating
the sacrifices made by our forefathers
for our freedom as Azadi ka Amrut
Mahotsav. In a mark of true respect to
their patriotism, we must work together
to embrace our cultural traditions and
bring glory to our great nation. Jai
Hind.”
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Excerpts
National Book Trust, India has
recently published a book titled Deeds
of Gallantry edited by Amlesh Kumar
Mishra. Herein we reproduce an
excerpt from the chapter titled ‘Battle of
Gangasagar’ of the book.

D

uring the 1971 War, 4 Corps led
by Lt Gen Sagat Singh was asked
to carry the eastern thrust into East
Pakistan. The Corps was also expected
to deny any enemy ingress into Tripura
and Silchur, which shared a close border
with Gangasagar town. The town included
Gangasagar Railway Station, Mogra, Goal,
Gangail and Triangle area.
To serve the twin purpose of
protecting Tripura and facilitating the
advance into East Pakistan the Corps
planned to destroy the Akhaura defences
by capturing the villages named Karnail
Bazar, Gangasagar and Akhaura lying on
the same axis. To this end the ‘Operation
Nutcracker’ was planned.
The success of the operation largely
depended on the capture of Gangasagar
a strategically important town close to
Kasba and Akhaura. The safety of the road
Brahmanbaria-Comilla was also dependent
on Gangasagar. In fact, Gangasagar was
the gateway for any advance in the Eastern
sector that leads to Dhaka. ...
Two Pakistani battalions, viz 12
Frontier Force and 12 Azad Kashmir were
entrusted with the task of defending the
town with some Razakars (East Pakistani
Paramilitary troops) in support. On the
Indian side 73 Mountain Brigade under
Brigadier ML Tuli was entrusted the
task to capture Gangasagar. But the task
was not easy. The Indian forces had to
move forward through open and marshy
fields with no covering. These adverse
conditions could easily shake the morale
of any individual but the Indians chose to
pick up the challenge.
As part of IV Corps the Battalion
was already located in the border town of
Pratapgarh on the southern outskirts of
Agartala. To launch the assault, 14 Guards
had to walk for five hours to reach the spot.
Soon they set up roadblocks ahead of the
town on all sides to bottle up the enemy.
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The commanding officer of 14
Guards, Lt Col VN Channa planned
an unconventional attack on the town
knowing that a conventional attack with
artillery support may lead to higher
casualties. Before launching the attack
he formed a party to gather intelligence
which helped him to finalise his plan.
Major Ashok Kumar Tara, well known
for saving the lives of the family of Sheikh
Mujibur Rehman for which he was later
awarded by Bangladesh Government the
honour ‘Friend of Bangladesh’, was also a
member of this party
On the basis of intelligence report
the attack was launched on 3 December.
Two companies of 14 Guards advanced
separately to capture the railway station
and to attack the built up area. They
moved silently and took the enemy by
surprise. But once they neared the enemy
position heavy machine gun fire greeted
them. It was then considered necessary to
silence the MMG to protect the troops.
The company commander Major Ashok
Tara personally hurled a hand grenade
and a Maltove cocktail (petrol bomb)
at the enemy bunker and pulled out an
enemy machine gun. The hand grenade
lobbed in the bunker silenced the firing.
Seeing the daring of the commander the
whole company rushed upon the enemy.
An intense hand to hand fight followed.
Major Tara, who was grievously injured
refused to abandon his post. He was
awarded Vir Chakra.
Though the Guards encountered
stiff resistance at every step they finally
captured Gangasagar railway station. The
defeated enemy now moved towards the
built up area. ...
On the other flank, another company
closed on the enemy position in built
up area of Gangasagar, next to a pond.
Unmindful of strong shelling, the
company successfully managed to infiltrate
the area. However, the enemy fire from the
well fortified bunkers, located on a higher
ground, inflicted many casualties on the
attacking company.
At this juncture a young Lance Naik,
Albert Ekka, who was with the forward
assault company realised the necessity of

SEPTEMBER 2021

Lance Naik Albert Ekka, Param Vir Chakra

eliminating the murderous bunkers. He
lobbed a hand grenade from the loophole
of the concrete bunker, and silenced the
light machine gun. Then he bayonetted
two soldiers inside the bunker. In this act
he was grievously injured in his neck and
stomach but refused evacuation. He then
climbed a wall, threw another grenade
inside the bunker, and bayonetted
the Pakistani soldier inside. Before
succumbing to his injuries he destroyed
the bunkers and opened the way for
his company to move forward. He was
awarded India’s highest gallantry award
Param Vir Chakra.
The company commander Col OP
Kohli (then Captain) narrated his brave
deed as follows: ‘A very keen soldier, Ekka
insisted on leading the file formation that
proceeded along a very narrow front (the
width of a railway track). I was a few feet
from him when he came across a Pakistani
sentry. “Kaun hay wahan (Who’s there)?
the sentry challenged and Ekka replied,
“Tera Baap (Your father),” before charging
with his bayonet,”
Gangasagar thus fell into Indian hands.
The enemy withdrew to another position
at Ujainisar leaving behind enormous
quantity of arms and ammunition. ...
For outstanding performance in the
battle of Gangasagar, 14 Guards were
honoured with 1 Param Vir Chakra,
1 Vir Chakra and the Battle Honour
‘Gangasagar’.

NBT Books on Rivers
Kali Ganga
Mahabaleshwar Sail
Rs 80.00
261 pp
One of the finest novels to have emerged
from Konkani literature, the novel,
translated by Vidya Pai, tells the tragic story
of the young girl Suman growing up in a
small village on the banks of the river Kali
Ganga.
ISBN 81-237-3857-9
Madhu Sadhukhan
Amiyabhushan Majumdar
Rs 50.00
45 pp
One of the earliest and finest piece of original
writings in Bangla, Madhu Sadhukhan is a
novella that has all the characteristics of the
fictional mode of typical of its author. The
narrative has the meandering movement of a
boat journey crossing several rivers, which is
actually thematic as well as symbolic.
ISBN 978-81-237-5131-3
Rivers of India
Radha Kant Bharati
Rs. 90.00
195 pp
A comprehensive introduction to the life
line of the country—the rivers, explaining
their cultural, social, economic, commercial
significance. Translation from Hindi has
been done by Sandeep Sinha.
ISBN 978-81-237-4138-3
The Brahamputra
Arup Kumar Dutta
Rs. 170.00
237 pp
In this riveting account of one of the greatest
river systems in the world, we accompany the
Tsangpo-Brahamputra as it emerges from
the icy heights of Tibet. The book seeks to
sketch a profile of this fascinating river and
acquaint the reader with the society which
evolved on its banks.
ISBN 978-81-237-3544-3
The Day the River Spoke
Kamala Nair
Illustrator: Shankar Sen
Rs. 40.00
32 pp
The story of a little girl in a fishermen’s
village in Kerala who wants to go to school.
Also published in Asamiya, Bangla, Hindi,
Kannada, Kashmiri, Malayalam, Marathi,
Odia, Punjabi, Tamil, Telugu and Urdu.
ISBN 978-81-237-2000-5 Age-group 8-10

The Ganga: Rejuvenation of a Glorious Past
B D Tripathi
Rs. 195.00
168 pp
The Ganga is not only a river but an integral
part of India’s civilizational and cultural
ethos. Naturally the environmental pollution
and erosion of the river have caught the
attention and concerns of not only the
government, but the society at large. The
present book presents a historical context of
various schemes and action plans launched
to clean Ganga while emphasizing on the
various geological, scientific and environmental dimensions of
this important discourse.
ISBN 978-81-237-9138-8
The Story of Our Rivers (Part-1)
Lila Majumdar
Illustrator: Tapas Dutta
Rs 35.00
64 pp
A fascinating account of the rivers of North
India.
Also published in Asamiya, Bangla, Gujarati,
Hindi, Malayalam, Marathi, Odia, Punjabi,
Tamil & Urdu. Age-group 12-14.
ISBN 978-81-237-1089-1
The Story of Our Rivers (Part-2)
Al Valliappa
Illustrator: Pranab Chakravarti
Rs 35.00
64 pp
A fascinating account of the rivers of South
India. The author tells not only about the
geography of these rivers, but also about
their place in the day-to-day life of the
people.
Also published in Asamiya, Bangla, Hindi,
Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi, Odia, Punjabi, Tamil & Urdu.
Age-group 12-14.
ISBN 978-81-237-0016-8
Modern Temples of India
Radha Kant Bharati
Rs 100.00
174 pp
The purpose of dams is to keep the floods
in control as also to ensure proper water
supply and generate hydroelectric power.
These dams have also been called ‘Modern
Temples of India’. The present book is a
detailed study of major embankments and
their contribution to the progress of the
country in general and the welfare of those
living in neighbouring regions in particular.
ISBN 978-81-237-6335-4
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NBT Publications on Creative Learning
visual education for communicating ideas to both children and
adults.
ISBN 81-237-3422-0

A Handbook of Puppetry
Meena Naik
Rs. 75.00
53 pp
The book introduces the children to the
fascinating world of puppetry.
ISBN 978-81-237-4206-9
Activity-based Learning Science
M H Ghufran
Rs. 125.00
116 pp
Learning Science becomes a creative exercise
only when the theoretical aspect is supported
by actual experiments. This book advocates
the importance of activity based leaning
science, for it prepares learners to become
self-reliant critical thinkers and knowledge
constructors. It can serve as a guide to
monitor the quality of teaching leaning science for parents
and school managers.
ISBN 978-81-237-7102-1
ART: The Basis of Education
Devi Prasad
Rs 85.00
182 pp
A pioneering study on the importance of art as a
foundation for the education of the individual.
The book also takes a detailed look at the
various stages of its expression in a child, its
importance in shaping the individual’s thinking
and cognitive faculty, the role of teachers and
parents and most importantly its role in an angst-ridden society.
ISBN 978-81-237-2314-3
Back to the Sources: A Study of Gandhi’s
Basic Education
Henry Fagg
Rs. 50.00
84 pp
The title of the study indicates a dissatisfaction
on the part of its author with much of the
material that has so far been written on Gandhi
on education. The present writer has attempted
to construct a detailed contextual study of the
most decisive period in the evolution of Gandhi’s beliefs on
education.
ISBN 81-237-3969-9
Creative Drama and Puppetry in Education
Meher R Contractor
Rs. 100.00
122 pp
The book provides a general guide to help
those who want to conduct training courses
in puppetry and creative drama or to use
these techniques in education, social work,
recreation, occupational therapy and audio-
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Divasvapna
Gijubhai Badheka
Rs 45.00
Written by Gujarat’s famous educationist
and teacher, this minor pedagogical classic
is the story of a teacher who rejects the
orthodox culture of education but remains
enthusiastic towards children and continues
to experiment while consciously neglecting
the traditions of teaching through prescribed textbooks. First
published in Gujarati in 1932, the book propounds a new
theory on child’s education by emphasising the need for an
atmosphere of independence and self-reliance.
ISBN 978-81-237-1237-6
Duishen
Chingiz Aitmatov
Rs. 55.00
71 pp
The book tells the story of Altyani, a teacher,
who, inspired by the great Russian leader
Lenin, decides to open a primary school in
his native village and holds his forte despite
resistance from all.
ISBN 978-81-237-3848-2
Education for Creative Living
Dayle M Bethel (Ed.)
Rs. 160.00
260 pp
The book outlines Japanese educational
philosopher of the early 20th century
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi’s inspiring philosophy
and revolutionary proposals for reforms. The
basic idea of Makiguchi that students must
experience happiness in school and that
school must be directly relevant to their lives
is pertinent to the present day education system.
ISBN 978-81-237-3650-1
Exploring the Biological World
Rohini Muthuswami
Rs. 135.00
60 pp
An interesting manuscript that explains
biological concepts through various streams
of science, for example why the honey comb
cell is hexagonal and so on.
ISBN 978-81-237-6165-7
Jungle Fun
Priya Nagarajan
Rs 120.00
38 pp
A fun filled activity book—full of games, brain teasers,
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stories and puzzles—that will keep children occupied for hours
on end.
ISBN 978-81-237-3547-4

Learning Science
Indumati Rao & CNR Rao
This book in 4 parts contains various aspects
of science in simple language. Part 1 explores
the universe, solar system and the earth. Part
2 is about the world of physics and energy.
Part 3 deals with the world of chemistry of
molecules and materials, air around us and all
about water. Part 4 is the section on biology and life.
Letters from a Forest School
Chittaranjan Das
Rs. 75.00
168 pp
A passionate account of an educational
experiment carried out in the 1950s in a school
established in a forest in Orissa. Written in the
form of letters to a newspaper, it records the joys
and difficulties accompanying the founding of
an ideal in a world rotten with prejudice, mired
in bureaucratic apathy and burdened with a
mindset that is suspicious of any kind of change. The experiment
continued for four years, but its significance continues to be
relevant as it dramatizes the courage to be different and the
passion to transform human fate through education.
ISBN 81-237-4877-9
Little Toys
Arvind Gupta
Rs 65.00
59 pp
A step-by-step, well-illustrated manual which
children can use to prepare innovative, lowcost and eco-friendly toys from materials like
discarded tetra packs, camera roll cases, soda
straws and other junk.
ISBN 81-237-2060-2
Low-Cost, No Cost Teaching Aids
Mary Ann Dasgupta
Rs 120.00
82 pp
Teaching aids, an essential component of
activity based learning, is a lively and interactive
educational tool. This book with its clearly
illustrated step-by-step instructions serves as
a practical guide for making a wide variety of
many such useful and inexpensive classroom materials out of
articles of everyday use.
ISBN 978-81-237-2054-8
Magic of Texture
Daisy Verma
Rs 440.00
223 pp
The book dwells on the magic spell of textures.
It intends to awaken a lively interest in readers
to appreciate and understand texture. At the

same time it endeavours to fulfill the need of those who have the
talent and inborn creativity but are unable to join any formal
training in fine arts.
ISBN 978-81-237-7740-5

Play Activities for Child Development
Mina Swaminathan & Prema Daniel
Rs 155.00
214 pp
The book provides nearly two hundred play
activities for young children. It is useful for both
the parents and the teachers. Tips on making
teaching aids and materials are also given in the
book.
ISBN 81-237-4270-7
Romping in Numberland
P K Srinivasan
Rs. 40.00
56 pp
The book attempts to show how children can
enter the threshold of fascinating world of
numbers by using simple skills and imaginative
faculties. In this book the children discover
varied and interesting properties of numbers in
a friendly setting.
ISBN 81-237-3648-7
String Games
Arvind Gupta
Rs 45.00
64 pp
The book provides step-by-step instructions
with illustrations for making diverse and
interesting string figures. The fun-filled figures
created by using strings of all sorts augment
memory and imagination of young children.
ISBN 81-237-1721-0
Ten Little Fingers
Arvind Gupta
Rs 135.00
120 pp
This book is a collation of innovative toys and
science activities. It is all about cleaning up the
earth of all the modern junk and recycling them
into joyous toys for children. Each activity is
illustrated in detail and children can themselves
conduct several scientific experiments using waste materials in
the household.
ISBN 978-81-237-3421-7
The Child’s Language and the Teacher:A Handbook
Krishna Kumar
Rs 65.00
73 pp
Language plays an important role in the overall
development of a child. Exploring some of
the basic functions like talking, reading and
writing that any language performs in the lives
of children, this handbook suggests various
activities and games to hone their skills.
ISBN 81-237-2863-8
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Prof. Govind Prasad Sharma, Chairman, NBT and Shri Yuvraj
Malik, Director, NBT called upon Shri Dharmendra Pradhan,
Hon’ble Minister of Education, Government of India on 10
August 2021.
Prof. Sharma and Shri Malik apprised the Hon’ble Minister
of the new initiatives by NBT-India.

YUVA - PM’s Mentorship Scheme for
Young Writers
The All-India contest for YUVA- PM’s Mentorship Scheme
for Young Writers concluded successfully on 31 July, 2021.
Huge number of book proposals in 23 Indian languages
including English were received from contestants all over
the country. National Book Trust, India extends a big
thanks to everyone for participating in such large numbers
and making it a grand success.
The results will be announced soon!
NBT Newsletter is the house magazine of the National
Book Trust, India — an autonomous organisation of the
Ministry of Education, Department of Higher Education,
Government of India.

For the Subscribers of NBT Newsletter
Dear Subscribers,
We would like to invite you to continue
receiving your monthly dose of NBT news, now
brought to you DIGITALLY! The September
2021 issue shall be the last print edition of the
NBT Newsletter. You can continue reading our
favourite newsletter in e-form.
Kindly share your email address at:

prnbtindia@gmail.com

so that the e-Newsletter may be e-mailed to you.
You can also find the e-Newsletter on our
website www.nbtindia.gov.in
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