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NBT-India Celebrates Bhartiya Bhasha Diwas

Across the Country

ational Book Trust, India celebrated
Bhartiya Bhasha Diwas on 11
December 2022 at its Headquarters

in New Delhi and simultaneously in all
Regional Offices, Book Promotion Centres
and Bookshops across the country.

Shri Yuvraj Malik, Director, NBT-India
addressed young students who visited
NBT-India Headquarters in New Delhi,
and talked in detail about Bhartiya Bhasha
Diwas and the 140® birth anniversary of
Tamil writer and poet Subramania Bharati.
He spoke of the importance of knowing
multiple languages as an aid for the nation’s
development, building unity, and realising
the goal of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat.
He encouraged student to take pride in their
mother tongue, and also to learn other Indian

languages to communicate to better with

their fellow countrymen.

JANUARY 2023

Students of Kendriya Vidyalaya, JNU,
and Vasant Kunj were welcomed at NBT-
India’s Headquarters for a series of activities
organised to promote Indian Languages.
Students were encouraged to read their
favourite books published by NBT-India in
their mother tongue. An engaging storytelling
session was also organised for the students
with Dr. Shivani Kanodia.

A Speech Contest was organised at
the Kashi Tamil Sangamam in Varanasi
on the theme of “Shared Knowledge —
Shared Traditions” which saw enthusiastic
participation from many school and college
students in Hindi and Tamil. The students
talked about the common thread in literature
and culture joining all parts of the country
as one entity, and adding to the spirit of Ek
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat.




Various events were simultaneously organised in Regional
offices of NBT-India located in Mumbai (WRO), Kolkata (ERO),
and Bengaluru (SRO) as well as at all Book Promotion Centres and
Bookshops across Lucknow, Guwahati, Imphal, Agartala, Cuttack,
Dehradun, Patna, Bhopal, Hyderabad, and Kochi, as well as in Delhi

Metro Bookshops, to celebrate all Indian languages and to emphasise

the importance of knowing more than one language.
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Children read books in their mother tongue and the official

State language, and participated in storytelling and story-writing
competitions.

Through the activities organised, the students learned about
different languages spoken in different regions, the nature and
structure of tribal languages, to say commonly spoken phrases and
sentences in every major language of India, and also learn about
the rich literature of these languages. More than 1000 students
participated in this celebration of languages across the country at
more than 16 NBT-India stores.

Under the Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat programme, all
centres of NBT-India in different States were paired with each other
in order to enhance interaction and promote mutual understanding
between people of different States/UTs. Students interacted with
cach other through video calls and taught each other words in their
respective languages.

On this occasion, NBT-India also visited the NCERT Campus
at Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi with its Mobile Exhibition Van
(MEV) showcasing a variety of titles published across genres in more
than 55 Indian languages. While inaugurating the Mobile Exhibition,
Prof. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, Director, NCERT commended the efforts
of NBT-India in making books available in multiple Indian languages

for readers across the country.
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Noted Dignitaries Visit NBT-India’s Stall at Kashi-Tamil Sangamam

Celebrating the confluence of literature and heritage of the ancient Indian cities of Tamil Nadu andVaranasi, Kashi Tamil
Sangamam was organised from 19 November to 16 December 2022. NBT-India also put up a stall showcasing the diversity in
literature published by the Trust in various Indian languages.

Dharmendra Pradhan S. Jaishankar Dr Tamilisai Soundarajan
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NBT-India Flags-off Krishna Pustak Parikrama

BT-India’s Krishna Pustak
Parikrama was flagged-off in
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh on 12

December 2022 by the students of Kendriya
Vidyalaya, Vijayawada. The Mobile Exhibition
Van was inaugurated in Vijayawada by Shri
Sureshkumar Nair, Commissioner, School
Education, Government of Andhra Pradesh
and Shri Srinivas, IAS on 13 December 2022.

The Krishna Pustak Parikrama will visit
17 cities along the river Krishna, celebrating
the literary heritage found in cities along
the river.

The Krishna is the third-longest river

in India and has an inimitable history

intertwined with the culture of the lands

it flows through.

We, at NBT-India, understand the
importance of diverse voices in literature
and aim to promote and support regional as
well as mainstream authors with the thought
of encouraging reading habits in the country.
With this goal in mind, we have launched
the Krishna Pustak Parikrama. From its
confluence with the Bay of Bengal, following

the river to its emergence in the Western

Ghats, our Mobile Exhibition Van will cover
a distance of over 2000 km, visiting 17 cities
along the river to spread awareness about the
Krishna River and about the literature of the
area by organising talks by prominent literary
figures and hosting events in collaboration

with various schools.

As the Knowledge Partner of the
Country, we will fulfil our role in creating a
fun environment of learning and awareness

as we journey by the river.

NBT-India Puts Up Book Exhibitions on Mahaparinirvan Diwas

n the occasion of Mahaparinirvan
Diwas, National Book
Trust, India organised book

exhibitions at Ambedkar International
Centre and B.R. Ambedkar National
Memorial in New Delhi.

Fondly remembered as Babasaheb,
Dr. BR Ambedkar was the chairman of
the Constitution Drafting Committee and
a leader of the Dalit and minority rights
movement in India. He also served as the
first Law Minister of Independent India.
His death anniversary (6 December) is

observed as Mahaparinirvan Diwas.

ShriVirendra Kumar Khatik, Hon’ble
Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment
visited both the exhibitions. He explored
NBT-India’s L
exhibit of
select titles,
including a
special display
of books on
Dr. Ambedkar.
Visitors to the
exhibitions
showed a

special interest

in the India(@75 series, a recently launched
collection of NBT-India’s books on the

freedom movement.

NBT-India’s Participation in Panchkula Pustak Mela

on’ble Education Minister of Haryana,
Shri Kanwar Pal Gurjar inaugurated
NBT-India stall at the first Panchkula

Pustak Mela. The book fair was organised
from 14-20 December 2022 at the Town Park,

Sector-5, Punchkula by the Government of
Haryana. NBT-India’s stall displayed a wide
variety of books on varied subjects and in
different Indian regional languages. Visitors at
the fair showed interest in some of the newly
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launched titles published by the Trust.

A Creative writing workshop and a talk
on the subject, Library Establishment in
Panchayats was organised with Shri Dwijendra
Kumar, Assistant Editor, NBT-India.



Children’s Activities During the River Pustak Parikrama Project

To encourage the habit gf reading among students across India, various creative writing, story telling, drawing workshops and other activities were organised

in the cities where NBT-India’s River Pustak Parikrama Project took place.
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Book Excerpt
Baksa and Other Short Stories

Take a look at this excerpt from NBT-India’s latest title Baksa and Other Short Stories, authored by Zakia Mashhadi

ack home, indifferent to the problems that

had preoccupied his parents, Ram Dhani had

spent his time swimming with the buffalos in
the village pond. He had become quite an expert at
holding his nose and plunging into the water. A few
days after arriving in Patna, he had made friends with
the son of the orderly of Mrs. Verma’s neighbour.
Babbu often used to jump into the Ganges early
in the morning and retrieve the coins thrown into
the water by the relatives of those brought to the
cremation ground. If he got lucky and retrieved a
few rupees, he would spend the money on chaat

Baksa and Other Short Stories

'”

creating whirlpools. “Good grief!” His eye bulged out just
as they had when he’d seen the winnowing-basket full of
chura and the clump of crop-fresh raw sugar in front of
him, and deer-meat kebabs on top of that - never before
in his life had he seen so much food at once, and no one in
seven generations of his family had ever eaten kebabs. Oh
Patna, what a wonderful city you are! He would never set
foot in his home village ever again.

Gradually Ram Dhani got used to Mother Ganges,
just as he had to eating a bellyful of food, to a thatched
roof overhead that didn’t leak during the rains, to
electric lights, and to a nice, clean place. He gingerly

and barf-malai from the vendor and would heartily Zakia Mashhadi started getting into the water, but only while holding
enjoy eating the delicious treats. It was Babbu who ISBN 97}{8'923;2901'065'4 on to Babbu’s hand. Later, he started jumping in
S. .

had introduced Ram Dhani to these two heavenly

without the least bit of fear. The terror Mother Ganges

bounties and Mother Ganges. had at first struck in his heart totally disappeared, and the stench
The first time Ram Dhani saw the Ganges, he was completely

stunned. Used to the little pond outside his home village, he had never

of burning flesh from the cremations no longer bothered him.
The village pond where he used to swim undaunted all day long

seen so much water, and so blue and clear to boot, rising in waves,  was far filthier and more nauseating.
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OUR USEFUL PLANTS

Author: K5 Sekharam

BOOKS THAT TELL US ABOUT
TREES, PLANTS AND LOT MORE

Delve deep into the world of trees and get to know about the most commonly
found trees around you, or find out the way plants survive just the way we do,
or find and match the right skin patterns on these commonly seen animals of
the jungle. Find out what is a tree alcn;g with what it means to different people
or hop on an adventure with Boond and her sister Shabnam as they embark on a
journey to explore the world and learn the importance of saving water.

Our Useful Plants is a book narrated by a litthe girl who s
full of wonder about life. She tries to understand how is

it that the plants grow big just the way we do. She
rakes observations about plants and how we use them
to make our food but how does a plant make its food?
'Who makes their food like her mother does for her? Why
dothe rose and champa plants never grow inside the
house orin the kitchen? Where do trees make their food, if
nat the kitchen? Find answers to these and more questions

PATTERNS FROM NATURE
Author: Judhaijit Sengupta

WHAT IS A TREE?

Author: Marti

The book, What is
a Tree? is a story
that tells us the
answers to some
DO
questions like
What do trees
miean to birds
and animals?
What does a

tree mean for the
farmers, the fishesmen, those who are
pursuing different ways of life, and to all
living things cn the planet Earth,

Toowr planet Earth, it is lungs.

Trees help to make the air we breath,
With the help of attractive illustrations
made by Pranab Chakravarti, this book
depicts the inextricable link between
trees and animal and human life,

This book is also available in Hindi and
Telugu,

There are beautiful pattems all

around us - in plants, animals, aleng with
man-made things. The only trick is to find
them alll This picture book for chibdren is.a
compilationof same of the most calourtul
patterns found in nature, However, eath
page of the book needs to be completed
using a beautiful pattem (provided at the
back of the book). It is an interesting
activity book for children to play and |
eam with.

E558 in thisinteresting read for children,

Author: Ruskin Bond
Thits book, The World

of Trees, by Ruskin
Bond, helps young
raders to take a
closer look at the
fascinating world
of trees.
Descriptive text 25
about the person- A
ity of the most
commanly found trees
like the mighty banyan, the

sacred peepal, the colourful semal tree,
tall waving palms, nature’s favourite trees,
etc. is narrated by the author for the ease
of understanding of children, The book
beautifully explains different characteris-
tics of the trees we see everyday around
us in parks, on the streets, etc. Bond is an
icon among Indian writers and children's
authors.
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. | This book tells the

Author: Ramendra Kumar

story of a small :

droplet of water,
named Baond
whao lives way up
in the sky on a
big and Huffy
cloud. Ore day,
she tells her -
grandpa that .

she wishes to see the world and
50 begins an interesting adventure for
Bomand her elder sister, Shabnam. This
book is a perfect blend of adventure and
leaming rendered with a splash of

colowrs and vibrant ilustrations for chil-
drren. This story is about water and its
importance. It tells us how, due to our
carelessness, all our water bodies are being
polluted and wnbess we wake up to reality
nathing will change.



NBT-India’s Newly Launched Titles

Ghandi: Ramkatha Vichar-Kosh
Kamal Kishore Goenka

Hindi

ISBN: 978-93-5491-410-2

ArtThe Basis of Education
Devi Prasad

Malayalam

ISBN: 978-93-5491-573-4

Chelebela

Rabindranath Tagore

Odia

ISBN: 978-93-5491-552-9

Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi
Dhananjay Chopra

Hindi

ISBN: 978-93-5491-503-1

Patrakarita : Sarjanatmak Lekhan aur
Rachna-Prakriya

Arun Kumar Bhagat

Hindi

ISBN: 978-93-5491-738-7

Vartman Sandarbh Mein Vaidik Moolya
Naahid Abidi

Hindi

ISBN: 978-93-5491-624-3
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Meghnad Saha

Santimay Chatterjee & Enakshi Chatterjee
Malayalam

ISBN: 978-93-5491-201-6

Shaheed Udham Singh
Gurdev Singh Sidhu
Punjabi

ISBN: 978-93-5491-575-8

Sri Aurobindo for the Young
Ramesh Bijlani

English

ISBN: 978-93-5491-491-1

Guru Govind Singh
Gopal Singh

Hindi

ISBN: 978-81-237-1201-7

Manas Se Devte : Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji
Kee Vani Aur Darshan

Karmjeet Singh & ITkbal Singh Lalpura
Hindi
ISBN: 978-93-5491-505-5

Peshwar Ke Mahanayak : Veer Chandra
Singh Garhwali

Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’
Hindi
ISBN: 978-93-5491-448-5




NBT-India as Knowledge Partner
for ASSOCHAM’s EduTech 100
Summit

ational Book Trust, India
was Knowledge Partner
for the EduTech 100

Summit organised by ASSOCHAM
on 14 December 2022 in New
Delhi. ShriYuvraj Malik, Director
NBT-India welcomed the Chief
Guest Hon’ble Lt. Governor
of Puducherry Dr. Tamilisai
Soundarajan with a bouquet of
books.

At the inaugural session, Shri Yuvraj Malik, Director NBT-India
shared his views on the growing culture of book reading and gave insights
on NEP 2020 as an Indian, International, Inclusive and Impactful policy.

With the theme “Digital Distinction: Technology Conformance to
NEP”, the Summit became a culmination of all talking points around the
higher education ecosystem in India. With panels consisting of doyens
from industry and academia, there were insightful discussions and
debates about India as a knowledge economy in the era of exponential
technological growth and the best way forward for NEP. The Summit
was attended by Educationists, Chancellors, Vice Chancellors, Principals,
Deans, Directors and Promoters from reputed Government and Private
Institutions, Edtech start-ups, stakeholders, and students across the nation.

NBT Newsletter is the house magazine of the National
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In the book #ExamWarriors, one Mantra is *Your Exam,
Your Methods - Choose Your Own Style.’

As #ParikshaPeCharcha approaches, | urge you all to
share how you prepare for exams including interesting
experiences of the same. It will surely motivate our
Exam Warriors.
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NBT-India organises Book Exhibition in
Akola, Maharashtra

book exhibition was organised by National Book Trust, India through its West Regional
Office (WRO) in collaboration with Zilla Parishad and District Collector, Akola, from
9 to 18 December 2022.
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