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C o n t e n t s NBT-India Celebrates Bhartiya Bhasha Diwas 
Across the Country 

PICK of the month

Kubernath Rai : Sanklit Nibandh
Manoj Kumar Ray

Rs. 315.00
ISBN: 978-93-5491-004-3

National Book Trust, India celebrated 
Bhartiya Bhasha Diwas on 11 
December 2022 at its Headquarters 

in New Delhi and simultaneously in all 
Regional Offices, Book Promotion Centres 
and Bookshops across the country.

Shri Yuvraj Malik, Director, NBT-India 
addressed young students who visited  
NBT-India Headquarters in New Delhi, 
and talked in detail about Bhartiya Bhasha 
Diwas and the 140th birth anniversary of 
Tamil writer and poet Subramania Bharati. 
He spoke of the importance of knowing 
multiple languages as an aid for the nation’s 
development, building unity, and realising 
the goal of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat. 
He encouraged student to take pride in their 
mother tongue, and also to learn other Indian 
languages to communicate to better with 
their fellow countrymen.

Students of Kendriya Vidyalaya, JNU, 
and Vasant Kunj were welcomed at NBT-
India’s Headquarters for a series of activities 
organised to promote Indian Languages. 
Students were encouraged to read their 
favourite books published by NBT-India in 
their mother tongue. An engaging storytelling 
session was also organised for the students 
with Dr. Shivani Kanodia.   

A Speech Contest was organised at 
the Kashi Tamil Sangamam in Varanasi 
on the theme of “Shared Knowledge – 
Shared Traditions” which saw enthusiastic 
participation from many school and college 
students in Hindi and Tamil. The students 
talked about the common thread in literature 
and culture joining all parts of the country 
as one entity, and adding to the spirit of Ek 
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat.
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Various events were simultaneously organised in Regional 
offices of NBT-India located in Mumbai (WRO), Kolkata (ERO), 
and Bengaluru (SRO) as well as at all Book Promotion Centres and 
Bookshops across Lucknow, Guwahati, Imphal, Agartala, Cuttack, 
Dehradun, Patna, Bhopal, Hyderabad, and Kochi, as well as in Delhi 
Metro Bookshops, to celebrate all Indian languages and to emphasise 
the importance of knowing more than one language. 

Children read books in their mother tongue and the official 
State language, and participated in storytelling and story-writing 
competitions.

Through the activities organised, the students learned about 
different languages spoken in different regions, the nature and 
structure of tribal languages, to say commonly spoken phrases and 
sentences in every major language of India, and also learn about 
the rich literature of these languages. More than 1000 students 
participated in this celebration of languages across the country at 
more than 16 NBT-India stores. 

Under the Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat programme, all 
centres of NBT-India in different States were paired with each other 
in order to enhance interaction and promote mutual understanding 
between people of different States/UTs. Students interacted with 
each other through video calls and taught each other words in their 
respective languages. 

On this occasion, NBT-India also visited the NCERT Campus 
at Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi with its Mobile Exhibition Van 
(MEV) showcasing a variety of titles published across genres in more 
than 55 Indian languages. While inaugurating the Mobile Exhibition, 
Prof. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, Director, NCERT commended the efforts 
of NBT-India in making books available in multiple Indian languages 
for readers across the country.
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Noted Dignitaries Visit NBT-India’s Stall at Kashi-Tamil Sangamam

Jaswant Singh Saini
State Minister, Govt. of Uttar Pradesh

Dr Tamilisai Soundarajan
Governor of  Telangana

Annpurna Devi Yadav
Minister of State for Education, Govt. of India

Natarajan Chandrasekaran 
(Chairperson, Tata Group)

S. Jaishankar
Minister of External Affairs of India

Amish Tripathi
Author

Seenu Ramasamy
Indian Filmmaker

R N Ravi
Governor of  Tamil Nadu

Dharmendra Pradhan 
Education Minister, Govt. of India

Justice V Ramasubramanian
Judge, Supreme Court of India

Sanjeev Gond
State Minister, Social Welfare

V. Shanmuganathan
Former Governor of Meghalaya 

Shri Asim Arun
MLA Kannauj 

Dr Subhas Sarkar
Union Minister of State for 
Education, Govt. of India 

S Babaji Rajah 
Bonsle

Prince of  Thanjavur 

Celebrating the confl uence of literature and heritage of the ancient Indian cities of Tamil Nadu and Varanasi, Kashi Tamil 
Sangamam was organised from 19 November to 16 December 2022. NBT-India also put up a stall showcasing the diversity in 

literature published by the Trust in various Indian languages. 
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NBT-India Flags-off Krishna Pustak Parikrama

NBT-India’s Krishna Pustak 
Parikrama was flagged-off in 
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh on 12 

December 2022 by the students of Kendriya 
Vidyalaya, Vijayawada. The Mobile Exhibition 
Van was inaugurated in Vijayawada by Shri 
Sureshkumar Nair, Commissioner, School 
Education, Government of Andhra Pradesh 
and Shri Srinivas, IAS on 13 December 2022.

The Krishna Pustak Parikrama will visit 
17 cities along the river Krishna, celebrating 
the literary heritage found in cities along 
the river.  

The Krishna is the third-longest river 
in India and has an inimitable history 

intertwined with the culture of the lands 
it flows through.

We, at NBT-India, understand the 
importance of diverse voices in literature 
and aim to promote and support regional as 
well as mainstream authors with the thought 
of encouraging reading habits in the country. 
With this goal in mind, we have launched 
the Krishna Pustak Parikrama. From its 
confluence with the Bay of Bengal, following 
the river to its emergence in the Western 

NBT-India Puts Up Book Exhibitions on Mahaparinirvan Diwas

On the occasion of Mahaparinirvan 
D i w a s ,  N a t i o n a l  B o o k 
Trust, India organised book 

exhibitions at Ambedkar International 
Centre and B.R. Ambedkar National 
Memorial in New Delhi.

Fondly remembered as Babasaheb,  
Dr. BR Ambedkar was the chairman of 
the Constitution Drafting Committee and 
a leader of the Dalit and minority rights 
movement in India. He also served as the 
first Law Minister of Independent India. 
His death anniversary (6 December) is 
observed as Mahaparinirvan Diwas.

Shri Virendra Kumar Khatik, Hon’ble 
Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment 
visited both the exhibitions. He explored 
N B T- I n d i a ’s 
e x h i b i t  o f 
select titles, 
inc luding  a 
special display 
of books on 
Dr. Ambedkar. 
Visitors to the 
e x h i b i t i o n s  
s h o w e d  a 
special interest 

in the India@75 series, a recently launched 
collection of NBT-India’s books on the 
freedom movement.

Ghats, our Mobile Exhibition Van will cover 
a distance of over 2000 km, visiting 17 cities 
along the river to spread awareness about the 
Krishna River and about the literature of the 
area by organising talks by prominent literary 
figures and hosting events in collaboration 
with various schools.

As the Knowledge Partner of the 
Country, we will fulfil our role in creating a 
fun environment of learning and awareness 
as we journey by the river.

NBT-India’s Participation in Panchkula Pustak Mela

Hon’ble Education Minister of Haryana, 
Shri Kanwar Pal Gurjar inaugurated 
NBT-India stall at the first Panchkula 

Pustak Mela. The book fair was organised 
from 14-20 December 2022 at the Town Park, 

Sector-5, Punchkula by the Government of 
Haryana. NBT-India’s stall displayed a wide 
variety of books on varied subjects and in 
different Indian regional languages. Visitors at 
the fair showed interest in some of the newly 

launched titles published by the Trust.
A Creative writing workshop and a talk 

on the subject, Library Establishment in 
Panchayats was organised with Shri Dwijendra 
Kumar, Assistant Editor, NBT-India.  
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Children’s Activities  During the River Pustak Parikrama Project
To encourage the habit of reading among students across India, various creative writing, story telling, drawing workshops and other activities were organised 
in the cities where NBT-India’s River Pustak Parikrama Project took place.
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Book Excerpt
Baksa and Other Short Stories

Back home, indifferent to the problems that 
had preoccupied his parents, Ram Dhani had 
spent his time swimming with the buffalos in 

the village pond. He had become quite an expert at 
holding his nose and plunging into the water. A few 
days after arriving in Patna, he had made friends with 
the son of the orderly of Mrs. Verma’s neighbour. 
Babbu often used to jump into the Ganges early 
in the morning and retrieve the coins thrown into 
the water by the relatives of those brought to the 
cremation ground. If he got lucky and retrieved a 
few rupees, he would spend the money on chaat 
and barf-malai from the vendor and would heartily 
enjoy eating the delicious treats. It was Babbu who 
had introduced Ram Dhani to these two heavenly 
bounties and Mother Ganges.

The first time Ram Dhani saw the Ganges, he was completely 
stunned. Used to the little pond outside his home village, he had never 
seen so much water, and so blue and clear to boot, rising in waves, 

Take a look at this excerpt from NBT-India’s latest title Baksa and Other Short Stories, authored by Zakia Mashhadi  

creating whirlpools. “Good grief!” His eye bulged out just 
as they had when he’d seen the winnowing-basket full of 
chura and the clump of crop-fresh raw sugar in front of 
him, and deer-meat kebabs on top of that - never before 
in his life had he seen so much food at once, and no one in 
seven generations of his family had ever eaten kebabs. Oh 
Patna, what a wonderful city you are! He would never set 
foot in his home village ever again. 

Gradually Ram Dhani got used to Mother Ganges, 
just as he had to eating a bellyful of food, to a thatched 
roof overhead that didn’t leak during the rains,  to 
electric lights, and to a nice, clean place. He gingerly 
started getting into the water, but only while holding 
on to Babbu’s hand. Later, he started jumping in 
without the least bit of fear. The terror Mother Ganges 

had at first struck in his heart totally disappeared, and the stench 
of burning flesh from the cremations no longer bothered him. 
The village pond where he used to swim undaunted all day long 
was far filthier and more nauseating.

Baksa and Other Short Stories
Zakia Mashhadi

ISBN 978-93-5491-065-4
Rs. 225.00
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NBT-India’s Newly Launched Titles

Ghandi: Ramkatha Vichar-Kosh
Kamal Kishore Goenka
Hindi
ISBN: 978-93-5491-410-2

Meghnad Saha
Santimay Chatterjee & Enakshi Chatterjee
Malayalam
ISBN: 978-93-5491-201-6

Art The Basis of Education
Devi Prasad
Malayalam
ISBN: 978-93-5491-573-4

Chelebela
Rabindranath Tagore
Odia
ISBN: 978-93-5491-552-9

Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi 
Dhananjay Chopra
Hindi
ISBN: 978-93-5491-503-1

Patrakarita : Sarjanatmak Lekhan aur 
Rachna-Prakriya
Arun Kumar Bhagat
Hindi
ISBN: 978-93-5491-738-7

Vartman Sandarbh Mein Vaidik Moolya 
Naahid Abidi
Hindi
ISBN: 978-93-5491-624-3

Shaheed Udham Singh
Gurdev Singh Sidhu
Punjabi
ISBN: 978-93-5491-575-8

Sri Aurobindo for the Young
Ramesh Bijlani 
English
ISBN: 978-93-5491-491-1

Guru Govind Singh
Gopal Singh
Hindi
ISBN: 978-81-237-1201-7

Manas Se Devte : Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji 
Kee Vani Aur Darshan
Karmjeet Singh & Ikbal Singh Lalpura
Hindi
ISBN: 978-93-5491-505-5

Peshwar Ke Mahanayak : Veer Chandra 
Singh Garhwali
Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’
Hindi
ISBN: 978-93-5491-448-5
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NBT-India as Knowledge Partner 
for ASSOCHAM’s EduTech 100 
Summit

National Book Trust, India 
was Knowledge Partner 
for the EduTech 100 

Summit organised by ASSOCHAM 
on 14 December 2022 in New 
Delhi.  Shri Yuvraj Malik, Director 
NBT-India welcomed the Chief 
Guest Hon’ble Lt. Governor 
of Puducherry Dr. Tamilisai 
Soundarajan with a bouquet of 
books. 

At the inaugural session, Shri Yuvraj Malik, Director NBT-India 
shared his views on the growing culture of book reading and gave insights 
on NEP 2020 as an Indian, International, Inclusive and Impactful policy. 

With the theme “Digital Distinction: Technology Conformance to 
NEP”, the Summit became a culmination of all talking points around the 
higher education ecosystem in India. With panels consisting of doyens 
from industry and academia, there were insightful discussions and 
debates about India as a knowledge economy in the era of exponential 
technological growth and the best way forward for NEP. The Summit 
was attended by Educationists, Chancellors, Vice Chancellors, Principals, 
Deans, Directors and Promoters from reputed Government and Private 
Institutions, Edtech start-ups, stakeholders, and students across the nation.

NBT-India organises Book Exhibition in 
Akola, Maharashtra

A book exhibition was organised by National Book Trust, India through its West Regional 
Office (WRO) in collaboration with Zilla Parishad and District Collector, Akola, from  
9 to 18 December 2022.


