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Pick of the Month

The unveiling of the New Education 
Policy (NEP) was a major step forward 

in bringing reforms to the educational 
sector in India. According to Dr Ramesh 
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’, Hon’ble Minister 
of Education, the NEP is “To transform 
education and putting a significant thrust 
on learning about how to think critically 
and solve problems, how to be creative and 
multidisciplinary, and how to innovate, 
adapt and absorb new material in the novel 
and changing fields.” Written extensively 
about and discussed, the New Education 
Policy purports to bring about an inclusive 
education to one and all.

Keeping in view the importance of 
the Policy, the 29th edition of New Delhi 
World Book Fair will focus on NEP as 
the theme programme. Besides creating 
awareness about basic features of the 
policy, the programme will host a series of 
panel discussions on various aspects of the 
policy.

New Delhi World Book Fair 2021 -  
Virtual Edition

Notwithstanding the disturbances 
that the pandemic created in our day to 
day life, reading was the only activity that 
continued unabated. Even though the 
Pandemic restricted the movement of the 
people, activities like schooling and online 
classes helped children to remain engaged 
with books.

In view of continuing restrictions 
on the movement of the people and to 
showcase some of the recent publications 
published during the pandemic period, 
National Book Trust, India is organising 
New Delhi World Book Fair from 12-15 
February 2021. This is the first time that 
the NDWBF is being organised through  
online platform.

With national and international 
publishers participating, the Fair will 
provide a unique business opportunity 
and an ideal venue for promoting titles, 
exchange of copyright and trade. The Fair 
will provide unique experience for visitors 

The Tiffin Tree
Mary Ann Dasgupta

Illustrations: Abira Bandopadhyay
978-81-237-9382-5; Rs 55
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“Swami Vivekananda was the true 
architect of modern India,” said 

Swami Kirtipradananda, Registrar, 
Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda 
Educational and Research Institute 
while delivering a lecture on the ‘Life 
and Message of Swami Vivekananda 
and the Relevance of his Message 
to the Contemporary World’. The 
online lecture was organised by 
National Book Trust, India to mark 
the 158th birth anniversary of Swami 
Vivekananda, which is also celebrated 
as National Youth Day.

Swami Kirtipradananda added that, 
“We live in a free and democratic country 
today, growing from strength to strength, 
yet still holding on to our national identity 
without foregoing the separate religious 
identities because of Swamiji’s vision.” 
He added that his clarion call, ‘Awake, 
arise and stop not till the goal is reached’, 
continues to be a beacon of inspiration for 
the youth of India.

Swami Kirtipradananda also shared 

to visit the many stalls, browse and buy 
books, and participate in conversations, 
workshops, discussions, authors’ meet 
among others, all in the comfort of the 
home.

Key Features

e-Children’s Pavilion 
A number of activities promoting 
children’s literature and reading habit 
will be organised in a specially designed 
e-Children’s Pavilion.
e-Authors’ Corners 
Two e-Authors’ Corners (Conversations 
& Lekhak Manch) will provide the right 
platform for dialogues, panel discussions 
and book launch.
e-International Events Corner
 It is an engaging platform for sharing ideas 
and enhancing literary understanding. 
The foreign Exhibitors/Missions/
International Embassies/Cultural Centres/
Book Promotion Agencies are encouraged 
to book slots at the e-Events Corner 
for organising book launches, panel 
discussions, literary programmes and 
workshops for children as well as adults.

e–CEOSpeak (a forum for publishing) 
The CEOs and Senior Executives are 
invited to participate in the B2B event 
CEOSpeak organised by National Book 
Trust, India, and FICCI, on the sidelines 
of the Fair to share and exchange ideas 
about Indian and International book 
trade.

e-New Delhi Rights Table
The e-New Delhi Rights Table offers B2B 
match making sessions among publishers 
in a refreshingly new business ambience. 
The unique e-format of this event enables 

exhibitors to book their own Rights 
Table, meet each other, present their 
products and ideas, and also finalize their 
interests and agreements for transfer of 
translation and other rights of books 
available in English, Hindi and other 
Indian languages. 

Child Authors’ e-Corner
One of the first of its kind, NBT will 
put up e-Corner for published Child 
Authors, who will discuss their books, 
their inspiration to write, their role model 
authors, etc.

in brief the story of Swami Vivekananda’s 
life from birth to his historic speech at 
the First World’s Parliament of Religions 
in Chicago, as he became India’s spiritual 
ambassador and pleaded eloquently for 
better understanding between India and 
the New World in order to create a healthy 
synthesis of East and West, of religion and 
science.

In his welcome address, Prof.  Govind 
Prasad Sharma, Chairman, NBT spoke 
about how the assimilation and propagation 

of Swami Vivekananda’s life and 
his works is the need of the hour. 
He said that if one is to truly 
understand the essence of India 
then one need not go further 
than understanding Swami 
Vivekananda himself. Swami 
Vivekananda always stood for 
the nation, her progress and 
her awakening, with patriotism 
always in his head and heart. 

Speaking of Swami 
Vivekananda as the 

personification of the Indian knowledge 
tradition, Shri Yuvraj Malik, Director, 
NBT said that Swami Vivekananda’s 
message of fearlessness and abdication 
of self doubt should be inculcated by 
everyone in their daily lives. His life and 
teachings are of inestimable value, as 
relevant today as they were in the past. 
He was a true ambassador of the country 
for showing the world India’s strength 
through his innate devotion to the people 
and the society at large.

Swami Vivekananda: The Architect of Modern India
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A dialogue on the “New Education 
Policy 2020 – NEP Outreach”, was 

organised by the Nehru Centre, London 
with National Book Trust, India (under 
Ministry of Education) as the nodal 
agency, on 18 January, 2021.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri 
Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’, Hon’ble 
Minister of Education, Govt. of India 
said that under the leadership of our 
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi, the NEP-2020 has been 
implemented with a futuristic mindset, 
thereby turning the challenges into 
opportunities. It will equip India to hold 
a position in the global knowledge system 
while maintaining and developing its 
traditional knowledge system. “Through 
the policy, we are hoping to transform 
education and putting a significant 
thrust on learning about how to think 
critically and solve problems, how to 
be creative and multidisciplinary, and 
how to innovate, adapt, and absorb new 
material in the novel and changing fields. 
Pedagogy is expected to evolve to make 
education more experiential, holistic, 
integrated, inquiry-driven, discovery-
oriented, learner-centred, discussion-
based, flexible, and, of course, enjoyable,” 
Hon’ble Minister added. 

A Dialogue on NEP 2020 @ Nehru Centre

Shri Vinay Sahastrabuddhe, President, 
ICCR, in his opening remarks said that the 
NEP-2020 is one of the greatest reforms 
presented by the Hon’ble Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi. 

Rt. Hon Jo Johnson, Educationist, 
Former Minister for Universities, Science, 
Research & Innovation, United Kingdom, 
lauded India’s NEP-2020 as an event of 
global significance and as a policy that 
will turn India into a global knowledge 
superpower, emphasizing its strong focus 
on early years, teachers, universal numeracy 
& literacy, etc. He also mentioned that the 
exciting fact about NEP-2020 is that it 

proposes to shift the mode of assessment 
from summative to formative, testing 
higher order skills like critical thinking, 
analysis and conceptual clarity. 

Rt. Hon Jo Johnson and Dr. Ramesh 
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ discussed the various 
provisions of the NEP-2020, such as 
teacher training, entry of top 100 foreign 
universities in India, and education in 
Indian HEIs.

The engaging and enlightening event 
was moderated by Shri Amish Tripathi, 
Minister (Culture), High Commission 
of India, UK and Director, The Nehru 
Centre.

Hon’ble Minister Dr. Ramesh 
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ was 

awarded the Sahitya Gaurav 
Samman by the Hindi Writers’ 
Guild, Canada on January 16, 
2021 for his literary endeavors, 
including the more than 75 books 
he has written on wide ranging 
issues, which have also been 
translated into many national and 
foreign languages.

Dr. Nishank was conferred with 
the award in the presence of Uttarakhand 
governor Smt. Baby Rani Maurya, through 
a virtual programme at the Raj Bhawan. 
India’s High Commissioner in Canada 
Shri Ajay Bisaria was also present on the 
occasion.

On receiving the honour, Dr. 

Hindi Writers’ Guild, Canada Honours MoE

Nishank expressed gratitude to Hindi 
Writers Guild Canada, Indians residing 
in Canada and employed Indian language 
organisations there. He said the award 
was dedicated to those who live abroad 
but remain committed to the Indian 
language and culture. “The honour is also 

dedicated to crores of people of 
India including labourers, farmers 
and teachers who continue 
to strive hard towards nation 
building despite challenges and 
difficulties,” he said.

Dr. Nishank has touched 
almost all the genres of Hindi 
literature in his writings. But his 
favourite genre continues to be 
poetry. As for the topics, his concern 
is for the society and the common 

man–his life and his day to day problems. 
Most of his stories were inspired by real 
time experiences. Apart from stories, 
novels and poems, he has written a lot on 
Indian culture, tourism and personality 
development, in addition to writing for 
children as well. 



4 NBT NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2021

A Handful of Sand
Gurdial Singh 
ISBN 978-81-237-6410-8; Rs 110

A Quest for Freedom
Volga
ISBN 81-237-3877-3; Rs 110

A Tale with Seven Answers
G P Pradhan
ISBN 978-81-237-6252-4; Rs 380

Aiwan-e-Ghazal
Jeelani Bano 
ISBN 978-81-237-7847-1; Rs 260

Basil Blossoms and Other Short Stories
Shantaram (K J Purohit)
ISBN 978-87-237-7226-4; Rs 200

Blood and Soil
Sant Singh Sekhon
ISBN 978-87-237-7109-0; Rs 220

Fall
R R Borade
ISBN 81-237-2764-X; Rs 30

Fuel
Hamid Dalwai
ISBN 81-237-3952-4; Rs 110

Kali Ganga
Mahabaleshwar Sail
ISBN 81-237-3857-9; Rs 80

Popular NBT Titles on Fiction
Madhu Sadhukhan
Amiyabhushan Majumdar
ISBN 978-81-237-5131-3; Rs 50

Pita Putra
Homen Borgohain
ISBN 978-81-237-2809-4; Rs 145

Prarambh
Gangadhar Gadgil 
ISBN 81-237-4572-9; Rs 240

Sahib Bibi Golam
Bimal Mitra 
ISBN 81-237-4068-9; Rs 310

Selected Stories of Jainendra Kumar
Pradeep Kumar (Comp.)
ISBN 978-81-237-5216-7; Rs 100

Stories of Joginder Paul
ISBN 81-237-4084-4; Rs 105

The Dawn of Freedom
Niranjan Tasneem
ISBN 978-87-237-6903-5; Rs 120

The Storm
Kanhu Charan Mohanty
ISBN 978-81-237-6155-8; Rs 175

To Each Her Own
Vandana R Singh 
ISBN 978-81-237-4637-1; 95
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@ International Adolescent 
Summit 2020: Valedictory 
Function

The month-long 9th International 
Adolescent Summit, 2020: 

Life Skills, Health, Safety & School 
Wellbeing concluded on 12 January 
2020. Organized virtually by Expressions 
India with National Book Trust, India 
as the Knowledge Partner, the event was 
inaugurated by Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal 
‘Nishank’ Hon’ble Minister of Education 
on 18 December 2020. 

The Summit aimed at understanding 
the concept, needs and trends of School 
Mental Health and Life Skills and Value 
Education through national as well as 
global perspectives. The Summit also 
enabled an interactive dialogue on Good 
Practices Discussion on integration of 
school safety, sanitisation, nutrition, 
hygiene and mental health promotion 
program within the comprehensive school 
health education curriculum and life 
skills programming. The Summit saw 
an active participation of nearly 14,000 
students and teachers from over 1200 
schools from all over India and abroad. 
The Summit provided a platform to 
students and teachers to exchange views. 
Besides facilitating exchange of views, the 
Summit also helped in promoting cultural 
exchange. 

The National Resource Faculty 
comprising of various eminent 
educationists, artists, counsellors, 
psychologists, academicians from across 
India as the National Resource Faculty 

NBT as Knowledge Partner

guided the students in the month long 
Summit.

Various events such as poster-
paintings, Indian classical dance, Nukkad 
Natak and making short films along with 
Yuva Sansad provided an eclectic platform 
where students interacted with each other 
to promote creativity and awareness in 
health, wellbeing, friendship and peace. 
The International Adolescent Summit also 
endeavoured to facilitate an understanding 
of other adolescent concerns such as 
gender sensitization, family bonding and 
communication, media literacy thus, 
enabling a conducive environment for 
application of Life Skills and partnering 
for Behavioural and Emotional Safety of 
school going students.

Describing adolescents as our 
teachers, Shri Rajat Sharma, Chairman & 
Editor-in Chief, INDIA TV News, and 
the Guest of Honour at the concluding 
session, said that they constantly teach 
us new ways of life and lead the world 
to a new direction. He applauded the 
program director, Dr. Jitendra Nagpal 
for successfully organizing this interactive 
summit wherein the adolescents were not 
mere audience but an integral part of the 
entire program. He said that good health, 
both mental and physical, is the most 

important aspect of life and the biggest 
lesson that the pandemic has taught us. 
Adolescents especially need to focus on 
their mental well-being.

“If you are rich, travel. If you are poor, 
read. But if you are in between, then do 
both,” said Shri Yuvraj Malik, Director, 
NBT. He enjoined the adolescents to 
have self-faith and believe in their own 
capabilities. Recognizing the adolescents 
as future leaders and future of the nation, 
he encouraged them to embrace the talent 
that sleeps within and express it fearlessly. 
Adolescence is the stage of life where one 
has unlimited capabilities, strength and 
the youth should be fearless in accepting 
and expressing their talent.

Adolescence is an important phase of 
life where an individual goes through self-
realization and requires the right guidance 
and mentorship to build his life. The 
importance of introducing the adolescents 
to the rich Indian culture and history at 
this age so that they inculcate human 
values and ethos early on, was highlighted 
in all the events and interactive workshops 
of the Summit. During the course of 
the Summit, the students engaged with 
participants from schools across the 
country and abroad in various events 
that helped foster a newer understanding 
of 21st-century life skills, innovative 
programs for promoting values, gender 
sensitivity, health and wellbeing.

A Students Charter on Life Skills, 
Health, Safety and School Wellbeing-2020 
was also drafted and came into effect at the 
conclusion of the Summit, after extensive 
deliberations during the International 
Summit that facilitated the voice of 
school students from across the country 
who came together for the first time in 
addressing their opinions, needs and 
concerns regarding the core themes such 
as health and wellbeing.
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National Book Trust India has published a book titled Vivekanand in the Himalayas written by Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’, 
Hon’ble Minister of Education, Govt. of India. Herein we reproduce an excerpt from the chapter ‘Found Solutions to his Problem 
by Travelling across India’ from the book. - Editor

Vivekanand in the Himalayas
Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’

Translated by Chetna Pokhriyal
978-81-237-8726-8; Rs 220

“No power in the body, no excitement 
in the heart, and no talent in the mind-
what will happen with these dead 
objects? I want to shake it to bring 
vibrations to it. I have taken a lifelong 
pledge.  I will awaken it with infallible 
incantations. I have taken birth to 
recite the dauntless voice of ‘Uthistht 
Jaagrat’ (Jubilant Consciousness). Be 
my assistant in this.”

– Swami Vivekanand

After almost two years of their stay at 
Baranagar Mutt, the young monks 

felt an urge to travel across India on a 
pilgrimage to learn about Indian culture 
and civilization. According to Indian 
traditions all monks had to live the life 
of a wandering mendicant. With the 
permission of Narendranath, a program 
was chalked out for the pilgrimage and so 
they all set out on their journey. 

Naren with his other co-disciples 
initially began their travel to places at short 
distances with minimal things in hand 
like a staff and a kamandal, an oblong 
water pot. They would then come back 
to Baranagar Mutt. But Naren was never 
at peace with himself. He began to realise 
that his life was meandering in the dark 
lanes of ignorance, and the people were 
subjected to exploitation by the affluent 
and the priests. The distressing cries of his 
fellow Indians shook him from within and 
he found himself unable to concentrate 
anymore on the work at the Mutt. 

 Naren decided to travel all over India, 
and personally observe and study the 
problems faced by his countrymen from 
close quarters. In the year 1890, Naren 
went to meet mother Sharda Devi, seeking 
her blessings to undertake the journey. At 
that time, Sharda Devi, the teacher-mother 
of the disciples of Sri Ramakrishan, was 
staying at Ghusdi village on the western 
banks of river Bhagirathi. Bowing down in 
respect to Mother Sharda Devi, Narendra 
requested- ‘Mother, until the time I cannot 
prove myself to have completed the work 

entrusted to me by my reverend teacher I 
will not return. Kindly bless me.’

Mother Sharda put her hand on his 
head and blessed him with a motherly 
affection. Then he left for his journey 
on foot, with a staff and kamandal.  He 
traveled again with a spiritual fervor to 
Varanasi, Lucknow, Vrindavan, etc. 

While travelling from Kanya 
Kumari to the Himalayas Narendranath 
experienced different aspects of India. 

His teacher Sri Paramhans was of 
exceedingly religious temperament. 
Every day, he would be absorbed in his 
devotion to God. His personality was 
simple, but God was his soul and life. 
India is a reflection of Sri Ramakrishna, 
Narendranath realized, during his travels 
across the country.  The soul of this 
country is religion and spiritualism. 

It was his astute comprehension and 
thought that Indian civilization is to 
be understood only in tandem with its 
religion and innate spiritualism and not 
separately. In short, the Indian civilization, 
its literature, culture, arts and crafts, song 
and music is a reflection of this spiritualism, 
essentially its real strength and wealth. 

Despite his exceeding love for the country, 
Narendranath realized its weaknesses too, 
and could not hide or ignore it.

He was not oblivious of the fact that 
India is a poor and an illiterate country, 
the main reason for the condition she is in.  
Religion was based on caste system where 
people of the lower caste are subjected to all 
kinds of exploitation. Even the condition 
of women was deplorable.

He said-‘O India!  Forget not   that 
the ideal of your womanhood is  Sita, 
Savitri and Damayanti; forget not that the 
God thou worshippest is the great Ascetic 
of ascetics, the all renouncing Shankara, 
the Lord of Uma; forget not that thy 
marriage, thy wealth, thy life are not for 
sense-pleasure, are not for thy individual 
personal happiness’. He always thought 
of solutions to improve the prevalent 
conditions in India. He found answers 
to his doubts and anxieties through deep 
meditation and study. All the pages of 
Indian history opened before his eyes. 

He realized that the resurgence of 
India can come about through its spiritual 
consciousness and only then its pride 
will be restored. It was also necessary 
to learn from other countries and the 
advancements in science and technology 
particularly from western countries. 

Religion and spiritualism being the 
real strength of India, Narendranath 
thought that it was necessary to explain to 
the world what our actual religion is, and 
was determined to spread this knowledge 
which he had acquired through his 
extensive travels, study and the realization 
of his inner strength. 

He said- ‘Brothers! This is the time 
for all of us to work very hard.  This is 
not the time to sleep. The future of India 
depends on the work that we do now. 
Look, Mother India is slowly opening her 
eyes. She had been sleeping for some time. 
Arise and awaken in them the glory of her 
past  and with devotion, establish them on 
the eternal  throne.’

Excerpts: Vivekanand in the Himalayas
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About Time
Bal Phondke 
Time assumes a mystic, surreal character 
when one realises that it has no beginning 
nor end. It is eternal. It flows only in one 
direction, from the past to the future. This 
book tries to understand Time in its entirety, 
in a Vikram-Betal story format. 
ISBN 978-81-237-4103-1; Rs. 75.00

Environmental Ethics and India’s Perspective on 
Environment
Niranjan Dev Bharadwaj
In discussing the importance of 
environmental ethics in our life, the book 
reflects on how traditional Indian thought 
and wisdom understood the importance 
of this relationship and essentiality of the 
sense of universal responsibility towards the 
environment. It also looks at the many ways 
in which each one of us can contribute to 
the well being of the nature. 
ISBN 978-81-237-8048-1; Rs. 160.00

How Birds Fly
Satish Dhawan
Avian flight has fascinated man since ancient 
times, but it is only in recent times that we 
have been able to explain the dynamics of 
animal flight. The evolution of animal flight, 
description of structure and musculature of 
wings and feathers and elementary theory of 
lift and drag have been explained to elucidate 
take-off, landing and hovering of birds. 
ISBN 81-237-3738-6; Rs.  80.00

Impact of Science and Technology In Warfare
K V Gopalakrishnan
Warfare has been a constant feature of 
human history and the most powerful 
impact on it has been due to the application 
of science and technology in the past 
few centuries. In this book scientific and 
technological breakthroughs are described 
and their impacts are also discussed.
ISBN 81-237-4060-3; Rs. 110.00

Marching Ahead with Science
Biman Basu & Hasan Jawaid Khan
When India gained Independence in 1947, it had no worthwhile 
infra-structure for the development of science and technology, 

Select NBT Titles on Science
National Science Day is celebrated every year on 28 February. The day marks the discovery of phenomenon of the scattering of life 
popularly known as ‘Raman Effect’ by Sir  C V Raman. For this discovery he was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1928. As part of its 
science popularisation programme, NBT publishes books on various areas of science. Some of the books are given below.

nor did it have a sound industrial base. 
Yet five decades later, it is now a major 
technological power with the capability to 
design, build and launch its own satellites, 
nuclear power plants and supercomputers. 
An overview of these and many more 
achievements is presented in this book.
ISBN 978-81-237-3486-6; Rs.  140.00

Of Science and Scientists: An Anthology 
of Anecdotes
A N Kothare & others 
Although a lot is available in the form of 
biographies and writings of scientists, very 
little information is found on what made 
them not only great discoverers but humane 
too, blessed with humour, humility and 
humanism. This book helps to convey this 
very aspect of scientists. 
ISBN 978-81-237-0917-8; Rs. 105.00

Women Scientists in India: Lives, Struggles and Achievements
Anjana Chattopadhyay
Indian women have had a strong presence in the sciences for 
well over a century. The story of Indian 
women scientists has been one of struggle. 
Overarching social structures, uneasy access 
to education, discrimination etc. contributed 
mainly to the impediment of the progress of 
women in science. The road paved by some 
of the pioneering women scientists, has 
today, to a large extent cemented the path 
for future generation, to fulfill their scientific 
ambitions.
ISBN 978-81-237-8144-0; Rs.  485.00

What is Science?
Sundar Sarukkai
The idea of Science dominates the modern 
world. However, the nature of science—what 
science really is—has been quite elusive. 
Science is commonly associated with themes 
like truth, logic, rationality, objectivity, 
knowledge and genius. But how far are these 
common beliefs about science really true? 
This book is a way of thinking about science, 
primarily from a philosophical perspective. 
It also introduces specific Indian paradigms 
which are relevant to understanding science.
ISBN 978-81-237-6366-8; Rs. 150.00 
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Interaction with the Chairman, NBT @ 
DD Urdu

Prof. Govind 
Prasad Sharma, 

Chairman, National 
Book Trust, India 
was part of a 
special programme 
‘Guftgoo’ by 
DD Urdu. The 
programme was 
telecast on 02 January 2021 at 08:30 pm and again on 03 January 
2021 at 12:30 pm

In the programme Prof. Sharma talked about NBT’s mandate 
of producing and promoting books at affordable price to the 
public, his career as a distinguished educationist and the first ever 
virtual edition of the NDWBF 2021.

A recording of the programme can be viewed at DD Urdu’s 
Youtube channel.

Mr. Emmanuel Lebrun-Damiens Counsellor for Education, 
Science and Culture, and Country Director, French 

Institute in India, French Embassy in India / Ambassade de 
France en Inde visited NBT, India along with Ms Christine 
Cornet, Attache, French Institute in India/ Embassy of France, 
and Mr Sumit Kumar, Project officer, French Institute on 8 
January 2021.

They had a meeting with Mr Yuvraj Malik, Director NBT 
India regarding INDIA as the Guest Country at Livre Paris 2021, 
and future collaborations.

Mr Kumar Vikram, Editor & Project In charge, Guest of 
Honour Presentation, and Ms Kanchan Wanchoo Sharma, 
Editor, NCCL attended the meeting from NBT side.

French Delegation @ NBT


