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NBT-India at AMRITPEX 2023 as Knowledge Partner

AMRITPEX 2023 - a National
Philately Exhibition, was organised -
from 11 to 15 February 2023 by the | seihabrrtens
Department of Post, Government | &8 ==
of India. The event provided a
platform to introduce the current &
generation of youngsters and
children to the world of stamps and the art of collecting stamps and its delightful
charms, also called 'philately'. NBT-India participated in this commendable initiative
as the Knowledge Partner.

A stamp-designing contest was also
organised for all, divided into 2 categories
| (below and above 18 years of age). During
the course of 4 days of the fair, various
schools participated in the competition. The
8 competition was a huge success, as many
students and stamp enthusiasts participated
with great zeal. More than 500 entries were
received by the end of the fair.

1st position 2nd position 3rd position

Deepanshu Dhairya Bansal Amaan Ahmad
Class: 12 Class: 9 Class: 8
S.V.Govt. Coed School, D.A.V Public School, Good Samaritan School,

Sector-8 Rohini Sector-14, Faridabad Jasola

Congratulations to these outstanding young artists for their amazing achievements.
We're thrilled to showcase their winning designs in our magazine!
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In the autumn break, Miku went to
Kasauli, a hill station in Himachal
Pradesh. On returning to Delhi, she
had a lot to tell her Daadi. The high
mountains were covered with tall
trees and the deep valleys had streams
running with gurgling water that shone
when the sun fell on them. She saw
different types of plants and flowers.
There were small plants on the rocks
and some very tiny leaf-like plants too.
There were also some short trees with
apples growing on them. Miku had seen
apples only in the department store or
in the big baskets of the fruit vendors.
Seeing them on branches for the first
time was fascinating. The garden owner
allowed her to pluck one for herself and
taught her how to gently twist the fruit
without breaking the branch on which
the apple was growing. All this was very
exciting for Miku!

Readers’ Club Bulletin

Miku had brought some small
plants, leaves, and cones to ask her
botanist Daadi about them. She was
curious to know about these unusual-
looking plants that did not bear any
flowers. The small plants collected from
the rocks were identified by Daadi as
mosses; leaves with big brown spots
were ferns; and thin, long leaves called
needles are found in bunches on trees
called pine. Moss plants have a short,
leafy stem bearing a small cluster of thin
threads at the base called rhizoids. On
top of the plant is a sporophyte, which is
full of spores. Fern plants are leafy, with
brown sporangia on the lower surface
of the leaves.

The tall pine trees were growing
near the hotel where Miku was staying in
Kasauli. One morning, she saw a funny
wooden structure near her window. She
brought it home. Daadi told her that this
is a seed-bearing structure called 'cone'
because of its shape.

In the case of Chir Pine, there are
two types of cones on a tree: pollen-
bearing cones and seed-bearing cones.
The female or seed-bearing cone takes
three years to grow. In the first year,
the cone forms bracts, which produce
ovules. In the second year, the bracts
expand, and the cone looks open. At this
time, pollen grains are released from
the pollen-bearing cone, and the wind
carries the pollen to opened second-
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year female cones and the pollination
of ovules occur. The female cone closes
again and takes one year to form seeds.
In the third year, the cone has expansion
of the brackets and seeds are released
slowly. The cone becomes empty and
then falls off from the tree.

Developing seed Cone of Pine Tree
First year cone; Second year opening cone; Second
year closed cone; third year open cone and empty
fallen cone after shedding the seeds.

Miku was fascinated with this
lovely fact about the cone. She saw that
the bracts were spirally arranged and

Readers’ Club Bulletin

appeared woody. Daadi further told her
that she could play with this cone. If you
put the cone in a bucket or mug of water
at night; it will close by morning as it
becomes wet. Then if you leave it in the
bright sunlight, you will see it opening
as the woody scales dry. Nature is full
of such amazing secrets.

After hearing this, the little girl ran
with the pine cones to tell her friends
about their beauty.

Dr. Gita Mathur
Associate Professor (Retd.), Botany

Gargi College, University of Delhi

gita mathur@gmail.com/gmbotanist.wordpress.com
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Jilwm‘w Corner

Prof. Yash Pal answers random questions of curiosity! Here are some select Questions
and Answers from his book ‘Random Curiosity’, published by National Book Trust, India.

Does energy get destroyed when we try to push a heavy rock with all our

might and yet fail to move it?

Prof. Yash Pal says:

Energy is definitely used. Your force may
not move the rock through a measurable
distance, but other changes do occur.

The smallest movement of the rock
may account for a lot of the expended
energy. But a lot of the energy also
goes into pumping up your muscles,
in pumping blood, in the tension in
your arms and legs, and in heating up
your body. As your body heats up, the

Readers’ Club Bulletin

energy is lost to the atmosphere through
radiation. You will begin to perspire
and energy is used in evaporating that
perspiration to keep you cool. If you have
been working hard to push the rock, it
is possible you could have scratched
your palms. That would also use some
of your energy.

You never destroy energy; you only
transform it.
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Be Prepared!

I was a Boy Scout once. "Be
prepared!" That's the Boy
Scout motto. But I never
seem to be well prepared

for anything, be it an

exam or a journey or the

roof blowing off my room.
So how did I, the most
impractical of boys,
become a Boy Scout?

I was at a boarding school in Simla
when it happened. Well, it seems a
rumour had gone around the junior
school (I was still a junior then) that I
was a good cook. I had never cooked
anything in my life, but of course
I had spent a lot of time in the tuck-
shop making suggestions and advising
Chippu, who ran the tuck-shop, and
encouraging him to make more and
better samosas, jalebis, tikkees and pakoras.
For my unwanted advice he would
favour me with an occasional free
samosa. With this qualification I was
given a cookery badge and putin charge
of our troop's supply of rations. There
were about twenty of usinour troop,
and during the summer break
our Scoutmaster, Mr Oliver, took
us on a camping expedition to
Tara Devi, a temple-crowned
mountain a few miles outside
Simla. That first night we were
put to work, peeling potatoes,
skinning onions, shelling peas
and pounding masalas. These
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various ingredients being ready, I was
asked —as the troop's cookery expert—
what should be done with them.

"Put everything in that big degchi,"
I ordered. "Pour half a tin of ghee over
the lot. Add some nettle leaves and
cook for half an hour." When this was
done, everyone had a taste, but the
general opinion was that the dish lacked
something.

"More salt," I suggested. More salt
was added. It still lacked something.

"Add a cup of sugar," I ordered.
Sugar was added to the concoction. But
still it lacked something.

"We forgot to add tomatoes," said
Bimal, one of the Scouts."Never mind,"
I said. "We have tomato sauce. Add a
bottle oftomato sauce!"

"How about some vinegar?" asked
another boy.

"Just the thing," I said. "A cup of
vinegar!"

February to April 2023 | 8



The dish was a great success.
Everyone enjoyed it, including Mr
Oliver, who had no idea what went into
it. I had earned my cookery badge!

Poor Mr Oliver! He wasn't really cut
out to be a Scoutmaster, any more than I
was meant to be a Scout. The following
day he announced that he would give us
a lesson in tracking. Unfortunately, we
were not very good trackers. A couple of
hours later, feeling hungry, we returned
to our campsite and set about preparing
the evening meal.

It was growing dark, and we were
beginning to worry about Mr Oliver's
whereabouts when he limped into the
camp, assisted by a couple of local
villagers. He was very angry and made
us return all our good-conduct and other
badges. I had to give up my cookery
badge, too.

An hour later, when we were all
preparing to get into our sleeping bags for
the night, Mr Oliver called out: "Where's
Bond? He's supposed to be the cook. Bond,
get up and make me an omelette."

"Can't, sir."
"Why not?"
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"You have my badge. Not allowed
to cook without it. Scout rule, sir."

"Never heard of such a rule. But
you can have your badges, all of you.
We return to school tomorrow."

Mr Oliver returned to his tent in
a huff. But I relented and made him
a grand omelette, garnishing it with
dandelion leaves and an extra red chilli.

"Never had such an omelette before,"
confessed Mr Oliver, blowing out his
cheeks. "A little too hot, but otherwise
quite interesting."

"Would you like another, sir?"

"Tomorrow, Bond, tomorrow. We'll
breakfast early tomorrow. "But we had
to break up our camp very early the
next day. In the early hours, a bear had
strayed into the camp, where our stores
were kept, and created havoc with all
our provisions, even rolling our biggest
degchi down the hillside.

In the confusion and uproar that
followed, the bear entered Mr Oliver's
tent (he was already outside, fortunately)

and came out entangled in Mr Oliver's
dressing gown. It then made off in
the direction of the forest.

A bear in a dressing gown? It
was a comical sight. And though we
were a troop of brave little Scouts,
we thought it better to let the bear
keep the gown.

— Excerpted from 'Tales to Make You

Smile' written by Ruskin Bond and
published by National Book Trust, India
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Major Languages of India

In human life, language has great importance. It is through the medium of language
that we get to know each other. Different countries and provinces have different
languages. Here is a glimpse of the major languages in India from the book ‘Playing
Together” written by Bharat Bhushan Aggarwal and Bindu Agarwal, and published

by National Book Trust, India.

There are four main language-families
in India:

(1) Aryan language-family
(2) Dravidian language-family
(3) Austro-Asiatic language-family
(4) Tibeto-Burman language-
family.

The Aryan language has
a direct relationship with .2
Sanskrit. Many languages
of the north come into
its fold-Kashmiri,
Dogri, Punjabi, Hindi,
Rajasthani, etc. In
addition to these, Gujarati,
Marathi, Maithili of
Bihar, Bangla, Oriya,
Asamiya, etc. are also
languages of this family.

DeJwa
y
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Among the Dravidian languages,
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam
are the main ones.

The Munda languages of Austro-
Asiatic family are spoken in central
India, like Khariya and Mundari. But
these languages cannot be considered
major languages.

Tibeto-Burman languages are
spoken in the northeast of India, where
Manipuri is the major language.Thus
India is a land of many languages.
These languages in turn have many
sub-languages.

Twenty-two prominent languages
have been included in the Schedule of our
Constitution. These are:

I ND-[ Asamiya, Bangla, Bodo,
Dogri, Gujarati, Hindji,

Kannada, Kashmiri,
Konkani, Maithili

%ﬂ.\%ﬂﬁ’ﬁ?
Jl"f‘}l aTaEqT? [ Malayalam, Manipuri,

Marathi, Nepali, Oriya,
Punjabi, Sanskrit, Santhali,
Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu and Urdu.
Hindi is our national language.
Though this language is spoken
in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan,

12T
D
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Haryana, Jharkhand, -z~ .
Uttaranchal and A,_} '
Chhattisgarh, etc., ¥ -

people all over ( ' 1{:.-
India understand it. iy =
The script of Hindi is ; "#

written in Devanagri. [ oA

Hindi has many
sub-languages like
Maithili, Rajasthani, Avadhi, Braj,
Bhojpuri, Haryanvi, etc. The number
of Hindi-speaking people is more than
40 crores.

The Sanskrit language is one of
the most ancient languages, not only
of India, but of the world. Our Vedas
have been written in Sanskrit only. This
language is a bit difficult; perhaps, that
is why it could not become a commonly
spoken language. But in religious affairs,
ceremonies, weddings, etc. this language
is used primarily. Ancient poet Balmiki's
Ramayana was written in Sarskrit only.

We can identify the language spoken
in a state by the name of the state, like
Kashmiri with Kashmir, Bangla with
Bengal, Gujarati with Gujarat,
Marathi with Maharashtra, JL\ J
Asamiya with Assam, Oriya ({ i

f il
with Orissa and Punjabi ¥ 'if_‘,.’-/

with Punjab. -

I

s, S
s T

The script of Punjabi is
Gurmukhi, though the Arabic-

Persian script is also used.
w Punjabi language has
"y a close resemblance to
s Hindi-Urdu.

Regarding the
languages of the south,
Telugu language is spoken in Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil in Tamil Nadu, Kannada
in Karnataka and Malayalam in Kerala
state. A number of Sanskrit words are
predominant in Malayalam, Telugu
and Kannada. The language of Goa is
Konkani. The Sindhi language belongs to
Sindh, which is now in Pakistan. Sindhi
speaking people are spread all over India,
so the language has been recognised by
the Constitution of India. Its script is
Arabic-Persian. English language does
not belong to any particular state or
area. In the whole country, three to four
per cent of the population understands
it, and the number of people speaking
and writing it is far less, just about one
per cent.

As we have seen, about one-
hundred-and-fifty languages and
sub-languages are spoken in
our country.

- @ A= =07 Despite many
The script of Marathi [ A2 0olaly|  languages we
is like the script of Hindi, ) S g.'“*“':vkﬂk”l have a strong

i.e. Devanagri script and
to some extent that of
Guarati too. The scripts
of Asamiya and Bangla
languages are also
alike.
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\3 b unity, as we
respect all
languages. It is our duty

to maintain the spirit of
- L 'unity in diversity' in our
country.
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ENGAGING TALES FROM
INDIA'S BEST AUTHORS

Rirad tales by some of India's most belaved authon braught out just
faryoung readers. Ruskin Bond's Tales to Make You Smile as well as
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QUAKES AND FLAMES

Autheor: Ruskin Bond
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Echolocating Your Way in Dark

Did you know that bats can find their food in total darkness? This article is excerpted
from “The Fascinating World of Biology” by Rohini Muthuswami, published by National

Book Trust, India.

Bumblebee bat, how do you see at night?
I make a squeaky sound that bounces back from whatever it hits. I see by hearing.

Bats are special
creatures. Along

with dolphins

and whales, they

are one of the few
mammals that
use echolocation for
navigation. Bats are nocturnal creatures
and are of different types. For example,
the Old World fruit bats have large eyes
with good light-gathering capacity while
the insect-eating bats possess small eyes
and depend on echolocation to find
their food. It was in 1799 that the Italian
scientist Lazzaro Spallanzani discovered
that bats do not use sight, but instead
use hearing to locate preys.

What is echolocation? Sound, like
light, travels as waves. When we speak,
a wave of air pressure is created that
moves forward. When this wave hits a
solid object, the object reflects back the
sound wave, exactly as though it were a
light wave. The reflected wave is known
as 'echo! You can get echo in canyons
and in man-made structures.

The Bara Imambara in Lucknow is
famous for its echo. If you stand at end
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-Darrin Lunde, Hello, Bumblebee Bat

of the balcony and call out 'Hello' you
will be able to hear the echo of the word
'Hello'. This is because the structure on
the opposite end reflects back the sound
waves. Bats use the same principle to
locate their food. They produce a sound
either through their mouth or through
their nose. This sound creates waves that
traverse through
the air until it hits a
solid object like an
insect. The insect
reflects back the
sound wave which
the bat hears and
thus, finds out the
exact position of
the insect.

How do bats
use this property of
the sound waves?

Well, bats
emit sound
through their
nose using their
larynx or mouth
by clicking their
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tongues. These sounds are made in
the form of pulses. We cannot hear
these sounds because these are very
loud sounds in the range of 9 kHz to
200 kHz while the human ear can only
hear sounds in the range of 20 Hz to
20 kHz.

Hertz (Hz) is the unit of sound
frequency, which merely means how
many waves pass through a given point.
Different species of bats emit different
frequencies of sound. When a bat emits
these sounds, the sound wave travels
through the air until it hits the object,
for example, an insect. The insect body
reflects back the sound wave which is
then received by the bat.

Thus, the bat can estimate the
position of the insect accurately. Bats
can emit sounds either at constant
frequency or at varying frequencies.
The calls also vary in repetition rate,
intensity and length, hence allowing
the bats to estimate not only the
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distance but also minute details such
as size, hardness and the flutter of the
prey's wings.

The ear of the mammal has a
specialized structure known as cochlea
to amplify and detect sound. The cochlea
of bats is adapted to hear high frequency
sounds. Further, the auditory center
in the brain appears to have become
specialized to interpret the data received
from echoes.

The discovery of echolocation
in bats and dolphins is the basis of
SONAR (Sound navigation and ranging)
used for navigating, detecting and
communicating with vessels/ objects
under the surface of water.

Can humans use echolocation? A
group of visually-challenged persons
have been trained by scientists to
use echolocation very successfully
to navigate. Basically, these people
actively create sounds, either by
clicking their tongue, or by tapping
their canes, or by lightly stomping their
feet. Then they listen to the echo from
the nearby objects to orient themselves
and thus, navigate.
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) M\Q,--"‘ "::"' NEW DELHI
Snippets fror \fl WORLD BOOK FAIR 2023

The 50th edition of the much-awaited New Delhi World Book Fair was held from February
25 to March 5, 2023, at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi, with France as the Guest of Honour
Country. The theme of NDWBF 2023 was Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, which commemorated 75
years of Indian independence and the glorious history of its people, culture, and achievements;
and the struggles and contributions of leaders of the national movement.

One of the fair's regular and popular features was the Children's Pavilion, located inside Hall
No. 3 (Ground Floor). The pavilion was packed with a variety of lively, informative, and fun
sessions for children to learn and enjoy and was a massive hit among school children. The air
was filled with cheers and laughter as children engaged themselves in fun-filled activities like
storytelling, poster-making, creative writing, book cover designing, yoga presentations, quiz,
and spell bee competition, among others. These activities helped children learn, observe, and
understand the world around them. Several events, such as panel discussions and illustrators'
meets, were organized for authors, illustrators, learners, and other professionals in the field to
explore the vast world of children's literature and bring out innovative content for children !
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New Delhi World Book Fair 2023 received several entries for essay writing, book review,
poster making and book cover designing competitions held during the fair. Some of the

short listed entries are produced here.

Essay Writing Competition : Festivals of India

There are many festivals celebrated in
India throughout the year as India is
a country with rich cultural diversity.
Hindus celebrate festivals such as
Diwali, Holi, and Ganesh Chaturthi,
Sikhs celebrate Gurupurab and Baisakhi,
and Christians celebrate Christmas, and
Muslims celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-
ul-Adha.

Indians celebrate a variety of festivals
in a unique manner in different states.
For example, the people of Assam
celebrate Bihu, and the people of Tamil
Nadu celebrate Pongal. Many festivals
are believed to be auspicious. When
the season of festivals arrives, people
become happy and start preparing for
their beloved festivals.

Diwali is believed to be the festival of
lights and it is celebrated to commemorate
the victory of Lord Ram. Eid-ul-Fitr marks
the end of Ramadan, and Muslims across
the country wear new clothes and visit

mosques for prayers. Some children also
go to enjoy rides in the fair. The next in
line is Holi, the festival of colours. During
Holi, people put colours on the faces of
their family members and go to temples
to offer prayers.

People in Punjab celebrate Lohri
during the harvest season. The people
of Maharashtra mostly celebrate Ganesh
Chaturthi and Shivratri. In Kolkata and
West Bengal, Durga Puja is a significant
festival where people offer flowers to
Goddess Durga and distribute prasad.
Dussehra is a festival that celebrates Lord
Rama's victory over Ravana. Some of these
festivals are celebrated all over India.

Overall, the country is known for
its vibrant and colourful festivals, which
showcase the diverse cultural heritage
of India.

Sehrish
Class: 9
Lady Irwin Senior Secondary School

X it

Manya Nagarwal
(Queen Mary’s School)
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Fahama Riyaz
(Air Force School, Gurgaon)

Aruna
(SCSD Sarvodaya Vidyalaya, Rohini)
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Book Review Competition

Title: Bubu-Bulbuli’s Garden
Author: Santanoo Tamuly

Bubu and Bulbuli found a water lily while fetching for a ball. One day, they pleaded
for a flower garden. With the help of their father, they prepare a garden. They
also make a fence around it. They hanged a poster of ‘Don’t Pluck Flowers’. On
Bulbuli’s birthday, their aunt gifted them a bouquet of flowers which was artificial
as their garden sign was ‘Don’t Pluck Flowers’.

Book Cover Designing Competition

ACATLJHOLIKES COFFEE ]

JEEE

Ritika Sharma
(Individual)

Eesha Arora Syeda Sehrish
(Ryan International School) (Lady Irwin School)
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Who was the first Indian to have won the Nobel Prize?

Who is known as the “Father of White Revolution” in India?
What is the SI unit of power of lens?

Which toxic substance is present in tube lights?

Answers of previous issue:

1. 52 cards

| 2. A monkey | 3. USA

4. The Gulf of Mexico

5. Apollo
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Amrita Shergil

The Three Girls is a beautiful painted tableau. Amrita Shergil, when dealing with
Indian subjects, saturated the figures with strong reds, oranges, browns, whites with
a quiet brush. This article is excerpted from ‘Lines and Colours, Discovering Indian
Art’ by Ella Datta, published by National Book Trust, India.

Amrita Shergil, the first professional
woman artist of India, was born in
Budapest. Her father was a Sikh from
a rich, land-owning family, and her
mother a Hungarian. The early years
of Amrita's life were spent in comings
and goings between India and Europe.

Her early works included a number
of self-portraits in the expressionist style.
The style of painting often expresses an
inner turbulence of emotions.

In 1934, Shergil returned to India.
Here she had the opportunity to meet
villagers and ordinary people. She had
once written that she had set out to
"interpret India and, principally, the life
of the Indian poor ..." The dark soulful
eyes haunted her, just as the vibrant
colours of the textiles fascinated. To this
was added her exposure to the miniature
tradition. As a result of the new stimulj,
her paintings underwent a major change.

The figures were posed in groups.
There was a brooding, inward-looking
quality about their faces. The pigments,
reds and browns, were intensely used.

Shergil visited Ajanta and Ellora and
south India in 1936. This journey caused
another profound shift in her work. The
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Three Girls by Amrita Shergil

figures became more elongated. The
sad, haunting look persisted. But the
greater use of browns and whites gave
the paintings a more austere look.

Some of her major paintings include.
The Swing and Woman at Bath. She died
in 1941 even before the full potential of
her talents could be realised.
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Shakuntala Devi

“Without mathematics, there’s nothing you can do. Everything around you is mathematics.

Everything around you is numbers.”

- Shakuntala Devi

Shakuntala Devi was
an Indian writer and
mental calculator born
on November 4, 1929,
in Bangalore, India. She
was born into a family of §
circus performers, and
her father was a trapeze
artist and lion tamer.
She was a child prodigy
who demonstrated
exceptional abilities in
mental arithmetic from a
very young age. In fact,
she was able to solve
complex mathematical problems in her
head, without the aid of a calculator!

At the age of three, her father noticed
her exceptional memory for numbers.
He left his job at the circus company and
organised road shows to showcase his
daughter's talent in calculations. When
she was six years old, Shakuntala Devi
demonstrated her arithmetic abilities at
the University of Mysore.

Over the years, Shakuntala Devi
gained worldwide fame for her
mathematical abilities and was even
referred to as the "human computer.”
She toured extensively, performing at
various universities and other venues
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around the world, and
even appeared on several
TV shows, including The
Tonight Show Starring
Johnny Carson.

In 1982, she
accomplished a
significant feat by
entering The Guinness
Book of World Records
| for calculating the
product of two randomly
assigned 13 digitnumbers
in less than 30 seconds.
She demonstrated this
achievement at Imperial College in
London.

In addition to her mathematical
achievements, Shakuntala Devi was also
an accomplished writer, and wrote books
on various topics, including cookery
and puzzles. She was also an advocate
for the rights of homosexuals in India,
and authored a book on the concept of
homosexuality.

Shakuntala Devi passed away on
April 21, 2013, in Bangalore, India, at
the age of 83. Her legacy lives on, and
she continues to inspire generations of
mathematicians and scholars around
the world.
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Development

We change and we thrive,
with the change in time.

Our lives are now in control,
of you, me, yours and mine.

We destroy and we create,
the things we need.

People now have limits,
whom to talk and whom to not.

The more we develop, the more we die,
from our cultural side.

Nevertheless, developments are made,
from the rules of the late.

Our life was nice, we had time,
for the ones we love.

No fancy gifts to express thoughts,
just the old school way of talks.

The air was pure without pollution,
hearts were there without dilution.

The harmful soft drinks replaced, what is a real jewel, {u f
the age-old lemonade with its fragrant smell. A

e
We think the present is better than before, ’5
but we are the only ones polluting the shores. = “»&;.r L f: e

_@ =

Havisha Sharma

Class 7

Rao Prahalad Singh Public School, Dharuhera, Haryana
mail@suryamittal.com
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Dreams Come True

It was a hot afternoon in
Lovely falls and Ima was
sitting in her room
thinking about how

‘f' g ‘¥ )
(/ \ % much she wanted to go
% to Goa for a vacation.

“Mom! Mom! I want to go
to a vacation... Maybe we
can go to Goa?” Ima said to her mom.

“Ima, we cannot go anywhere. Your
exams just ended and the school starts
from next Monday, we will plan a trip
for you later.” Her mom replied.

“Mom, please! I haven’t gone
anywhere except the grocery store for
ages. Please, can we go somewhere else?
I am willing to do anything for going on
a vacation.” Ima told her mom.

“Anything? I think you are not
so good at Geography, are you?” Her
mother said.

“Okay, but how can I improve it?”
asked Ima. “I will bring you a special
map of India which you need to see
daily, you have to mark important
places there. To make this more fun, I
will bring small coloured stickers like
yellow for historical places and so on.
When you have done this for two weeks
and your Geography has improved, we
will plan a trip to Goa. Okay?” Ima’s
mom explained.

Ima agreed. Ima’s mom brought
her a detailed India map. But she could
not find small stickers to stick. So, Ima
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decided to find those ",
stickers from the & = / %/e!j“ 3
new stationary ’Q"I"’*e:?’:f | 4_'\”_‘}
shop that had k e __:_“_‘? __-)/
opened a few N7 ¥% 45
days ago. She \“‘j =
found the perfect y

stickers which y—.
were meant for }S—*l’"" —
such purposes W8
only.

On the first day she stuck three
stickers in one state only and realised
that when she slept, she felt like she was
in those places only. After a few days,
she had covered most of India and even
visited those spaces in her dreams. She
realised that she had to do all the places
in Goa to visit Goa as Goa was a coastal
region and there were separate stickers
for coastal regions.

After two weeks (@ :
her Geography had 5 S
improved a lot and ’/0

she had visited a

lot of places in n
her dreams. Her 1 \
mother surprised x
her with a trip to
Goa in real life. Ima was very happy.
When she visited Goa she realised that it
was not boring although she had visited

it in her dreams.

Anisha Agarwal
Amity International School, Noida
agannie81@gmail.com
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Did you know?

An ostrich’s eye is bigger than its brain! Their eyes are the size of a billiard ball and have a
diameter of roughly 2 inches. They are five times as big as human eyeballs.

Ostriches have excellent vision. Because of their height and keen vision, ostriches can notice
predators before they get too close.
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g ure, Dear Children,
RIT ST ORI 3767 AT 2 T Y Do you find writing interesting? Can

; i i it you use your imagination to write

Em_ i - ' exciting stories, poems, and essays?
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e ey ol B EH AU 3Te We will publish the most interesting
HEHROT H JRIRIa ¥ | submissions in our next edition.

&4 foRd / Write to us: nccl.nbtindia@gmail.com / nccl@nbtindia.gov.in
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Do you know that wrestling with riddles and puzzles are a great way to improve your
concentration, focus and cognitive agility? Here are some riddles and puzzles to get
your mind working on!

¢ If you don't keep me, I'll break. What am I?

* Tam an odd number. Take away a letter and I become even. What number am I?
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Do you see anything intriguing [g 1[als sl7]211lalslzlals
in the second box? There are no E 6 1lo|8|3|a|2]5]|6]7
repeats of the 9 digits in any of |8 6 3|{8[s|a]7[6]1]4]2]3
the rows, columns, or subgrids. |4 8 3 1|{a|z|6|8|5|3]|7]|2|1
.. ) 7 2 GII7]1|3]9]|2]|4]8]|5]|6
This is a Sudoku! A logic-based 3 >18 NRRERRRON
number-placement puzzle. 419 sIlZTel7 a1 elel=]5
8 719113|4|5]2|8B|6]1]|7]|9
7|2
5 31649
4 8
Can you complete the boxes in a
8 5 4 . .
similar pattern with all of the numbers
4 2 8 from 1 to 9 without repetition in each
6 1|2 5 column, row, and each of the nine
9 71613 3 x 3 subgrids that make up the grid?
1 6|2
1 519 3
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Plants in India

n

NN

Across:
3. Aflower with white petals and a yellow ce

—=
o

6. A flower that is commonly used in Indian teas C_ _ _ _ _ _ _ E

7. A popular flower used in Indian wedding decorations M_ _ _ _ _ _ D

8. National flower of IndialL_ __ S

10. A flower often used in Indian garlands R__E

Down:

1. Aflower often associated with Hindu religious ceremonies H_ _ _ _ _ _ S

2. Ashrub known for its medicinal properties in Ayurveda T_ _ _

4. A flower commonly found in the Himalayan region of IndiaR_ _ _ __ __ __ _ N
5. Aplant used in Indian traditional medicine N_ _ M

9. Afragrant flower often used in Indian perfumes]__ _ _ _ E
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Exam Warriors by Hon'ble Prime Minister
Now in 11 major Indian languages

Kannada

2

fanlwite
H@I

=t
ﬂ::! <
¥

o
L {.‘.-

Marathi

E -8
tq.‘ll?'ﬁh—

5y
ﬁe{ng
eele

Odia

Find NBT bookshops near you:

Delhi (NRO)
Bengaluru (SRO)
Kolkata (ERO)
Mumbai (WRO)
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Watch out for something new!

Discover your next read at -

Chennai Cuttack

Hyderabad Ernakulam/Kochi E [=]
Guwahati Lucknow H

Agartala Bhopal

Patna Dehradun

Website: www.nbtindia.gov.in | Email: scoord@nbtindia.gov.in



