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Activities at Children’s Pavilion during
New Delhi World Book Fair 2019

National Centre for Children’s Literature
(NCCL) has been working continuously
towards the promotion ofbooks and reading
habit amongst children. And with the same
objective, it organised a number of events

_ at Children’s Pavilion during New Delhi

World Book Fair held at Pragati Maidan
from 5-13 January 2019.

On the commencing day of NDWBF-

- 2019, an Interactive Session for children

was conducted by National Book Trust,
India wherein renowned children’s author
and Sahitya Akademi awardee Shri Divik
Ramesh talked about the role of books in

developing children’s personality. On 6th

January, Story-telling sessions on Gandhiji
were conducted by Maa Peace Foundation
and Dr. Ved Mitra, Delhi University as also
a Creative Writing Workshop by National
Book Trust, conducted by Ms Manjari
Shukla. '

The next day saw a Workshop on
Career Guidance for Special Children
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conducted by Vocational Rehabilitation
Centre, Ministry of Labour, Govt of India
and a workshop on how to Present a story
by NCCL conducted by RJ Ms Jayati Ojha
being held. On 8th January, an interactive
session with some well-known children’s
authors conducted by NCCL and a Panel
Discussion on Children’s Literature by
Eklavya were held.

- On 9th January, a workshop on how
to make a Magazine by Anuvrat Global
Organisation which publishes Bachchon
~ Ka Desh, Kahaniyon ka
Manchan and Mukh Abhinay
by Rajiv Gandhi Foundation,
' a workshop on Tllustration by
l National Book Trust, India
§ conducted by Prof. Manjula
Chaturvedi, Department of
P == Fine Arts Kashi Vidyapeeth,
742 {| and a Panel Discussion
: .4 on Children’s Literature
by Sahitya Akademi were
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“organised. On 10th January, Radio Jockey

Jayshree Sethi on behalf of NCCL, NBT

conducted workshop on making jingles.

The following day saw a workshop
on ‘How to make a story’ conducted by
noted children’s writer Sanjeev Jayaswal
being held under the banner of National
Book Trust, India. In addition, a Workshop
~on Story-writing by Amity University
Press, Panel Discussion on Picture Books
as also Professional Story-telling by
Pickle Yolk Books, Panel Discussion on
Science Writing by Jawaharlal Nehru
University and a play by the Sarvodaya
Bal Vidyalaya, Rouse Avenue were held.

On 12th Januvary, a Workshop was
organised by NCCL, National Book Trust,
India on the topic 'Best Out of Waste'. A
Workshop for Special Children on Picture
Books was also conducted by AWIC.
Katha NGO presented a session on ‘Let’s
Tell Tales’.

The conéluding day of the Book Fair

saw a number of events and programmes
- being held to educate and entertain children
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present there. NGO Chetna
India presented Kahani
; Path on Beti and also
Nukkad Natak on Pollution
a1 awareness. A story-
il telling Session on Tribal
M Folktale was presented

by Janjatiya Shodh Evam
® Vikas Sansthan, Varanasi.
In addition a session
on Storytelling through
Kathak by children from
Navratan Foundation and a Discussion on
Relevance of Story-telling by Story Ghar
were also held. Jammu Kashmir Academy
of Art Culture & Languages, Government
of Jammu and Kashmir too presented
some beautiful folk stories and poems on
the occasion.

All the events including those held
for professionals in the afternoon were

- hugely attended. Number of events held

was over 50 and these got good coverage
in local media. Huge participation of
organisations working for special children
was witnessed. : :

Leading organisations which presented
events included big names as Jawaharlal
Nehru University, Eklavya, Sahitya
Akademi, Jammu Kashmir Academy
of Art, Culture and Languages, Govt.
of Jammu and Kashmir, Rajiv Gandhi
Foundation, Anuvrat Global Organisation,
Pratham Books, Amity University Press,
Katha, Akriti Publishers and Vocational
Rehabilitation Centre, Ministry of Labour
and Employment, Government of India.
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150 years of Mahatma : A Celebration
Kiren Babal

Power is of two kinds. One is obtained
by the fear of punishment... and the
other by acts of love. Power based on
love 1s a thousand times more effective
and permanent ...than the one derived
from fear of punishment.

Yes friends!... Gandhiji was one
such person, with his power of love,

truth and gentleness... impacted
the hearts of every common man to
such an extent that he came to be
respectfully known as the father of

the Nation, 'the saint residing in the

hearts of every citizen'...(SF—vI
@ g<d H 994 drad HETa).. Most
lovingly called Bapu.
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Today we are celebrating 150th
birth Anniversary of our dear Bapu....
Born on October 2nd, 1869... Gandhiji
helped win India independence through
Swadeshi
Satyagraha the tools and

his three powerful 'S"..
Swaraj
techniques which were based on truth,
love, compassion and nonviolence.
Swadeshi gave us Khadi... Swaraj...
freed our country ... And Satyagraha,
a tool to stand firm in the face of truth
without any violent means.

I belonged to an era... when India
was in its early stages of independence.
I had not seen Gandhiji buthe was alive
in our house by the daily conversations
our parents did ...to let us know ...what
a great person he was.

There was no telecommunication
then. We had a small Radio in our
house. It was our prized possession.
Everyday we heard the songs sung in
praise of the Mahatma....

Vaishnavi jana to tene kahiye pir parai
Jane re

“dWTg W9 dl 99 $fev IR Wi o1 ¥

Before I go any further let me talk
about this song.

The song was written in 15th

Century in Gujarati language by
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Narsingh Mehta. This song became
popular during Gandhi's time. When
he heard it for the first time, he felt,
there couldn't be a better song than
that, for the prosperity, cultural and
heritage growth of the country. Since
then it was sung in Sabarmati Ashram
as morning and evening prayers...(f&
TR ¥ & Afd, WqfE, 9 R 3R
e & foq sud afedar wo= dig @l
Bl 8] "abdl | IR AeeHdl 315H A A7
Aol gag—u™ yrdqar & wu # T
SiM &) Now here's a little story...!

My father had got me a toy...
a set of three monkeys depicting
three different actions... and told its
importance... see no evil... hear no
evil and speak no evil.He also told
us that these monkeys are known as
Bapu ke 3 Bandar. Those were my
first early impressions of moral values
and my connect with Gandhiji. My
parents weren't very well educated.
After the partition they had migrated
to India from Lahore. But patriotism
was imbued strongly in them and
they tried to infuse patriotism in us
by narrating small, small anecdotes to
us. (B9R HIal—fuar &3 9gd ye—ford
T8 .. faueE @ q91q ARk 4 9Rd
A o WR QA Y9 &I A1a1 |99 4
dc—dhe ) A ofl. R ®BIc-BIS
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feed dei-Al gRT 89R SS9 94
H 9IEAT AR R TR WG | '
AT B |)

In my early school days, I learnt
young Mohandas as a very shy boy,
who loved his mother the most... His
mother Putlibai was a very religious
woman... Her whole life was based
on continuous chains of fasts...
fulfilling her vows with self sacrifice.
The influence of his mother was so
great that unknowingly or knowingly
Mohandas imbibed the same behavior
pattern and traits which we later find
in him in the form of Satyagraha and
in freedom struggle movement. I
was very amused to learn that young
Mohandas was even a rebel like
any other teenager boy... secretly...
eating meat... smoking... lying and
petty stealing. We all have done this
in childhood. When he confessed to
his father with teary eyes and vowed
never to do it again... he stuck to his
commitment. That was his first streak

of self discipline.

Before, Gandhi left for his law
studies in England, his mother made
him promise by placing his hand on
her head to take three vows as his
commitment and love towards her,
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which he did in earnest: no meat, no
alcohol and tobacco. Mohandas never
broke his promise.

His mother died while he was away.
It was heart rendering for Mohandas
that he could not be with his mother
during her last days. Yet the imprint of
her maternal love was there. The seeds
of his strength through gentleness had
been planted in the young man later to
become the "great soul".

Having become an
Gandhiji went to South Africa in
1893. This was the starting point to

attorney

fight against the racial discrimination.
He stayed in South Africa for 21
years fighting against the racial
discrimination. Eventually, he
succeeded in having a law passed that
protected Indian immigrants living
in South Africa. A great Historian,
Chandran Devanesan said South Africa
was the making of the Mahatma.

After spending time in South Africa
Gandhiji returned to India where he
became a leader of non violence,
dedicated to fight against injustice
and for the court of independence of
India. Many a times he was jailed but
Gandhiji was always firm in his stand...
with his strong tool of non violence.
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Ah... Today we are celebrating
Gandhiji's 150th birth anniversary.
We are in the year 2019. In the same
year...a century ago on 1919, the
tragic Jallianwala Bagh massacre
happened which forced Gandhiji to
start non cooperation movement...
civil disobedience..., and the famous
Dandi March.

Wherever he went, he wore only
a loin cloth and sandals, marking
himself as the Ally of the poorest and
most discriminated.

When India got independence in
1947...a communal violence broke
out with the partition of India and
Pakistan. It pained Gandhiji beyond
measure. He pledged fast unto death.
That was his way to unite people's
heart and get them back to lead life in
harmony.

Gandhiji was a political man... but
more than that he was a Statesman.
He was a one man army... with the
tools and technology of love, trust and
nonviolence he connected with the
masses.

Even the British dreaded him.
In one of the statements they
acknowledge... There is nowhere
we can say Gandhi's philosophy was
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wrong. He was fighting with the tool
that Jesus Christ believed in.. They

saluted him as a saint and statesman.

When his life was snuffed out on
30th Jan 1948 with that fatal shot...
Gandhi made his transitory journey
to the other world with folded hands
and his last words... Hey Ram ...Hey
Ram... forgiving and blessing all. As a

concluding note I would say...

"Once in a thousand years,
Comes a man who,

walks the face of the earth
With such an immeasurable
Impact on humanity ...

That the whole humanity
Could not not resist

But sing in his praise."

And you know which is that song...?

De di hame azadi bina khadag Bina
dhaal Sabarmati ke sant tune kar
diva kamal Raghupati Raghav Raja

ram.

(= & & oY famm @ faAr @A
RIIERE I T I R B =) JC 1 <
Ygufd Irea TSI H )
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The Three Puppets
Madhu Sharma

Emperor Chandragupta Maurya's daily
durbar was being held in the Hall of
Audience. His Council of Ministers
were seated on their respective seats.
Chanakya, the Emperor's Chief Minister
and Advisor, was busy carrying on with
the proceedings of the durbar.

Surprisingly, Emperor Chandragupta
was very fond of toys and wanted to own
a ncw one every day. He came to know
that an unknown toy seller had brought
some amazing playthings. The seller
claimed that no one would have ever
heard of or seen such toys. Hearing this
statement, the Emperor gave permission
to the guards for getting the seller to the
durbar. After bowing respectfully to the
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Emperor, the toy seller took out three
puppets from his woven basket, proudly
placing them before Chandragupta.

"dAnnadata ! all three of them are
exceptional in their own way. They may
look the same in appearance but each
of them is truly unique. The cost of the
first puppet is one lakh mohurs (coins),
the second one is priced at 1000 mohurs
and the third one's cost is one mohar,"
revealed the toy seller.

The Emperor got down to carefully
examining the puppets. They looked
identical so why was there so much
difference in the price of each puppet?
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he wondered. This question weighed
on his mind. Not knowing what to do
Chandragupta handed over the puppets
to his Council of Ministers and asked
them to spot the difference. The Ministers
turned the puppets upside down,
inspecting them from all sides but could
not find a solution to this mystery. When
the Emperor saw that everyone was quiet
he put the same question to Chanakya,
his Chief Advisor and Chief Minister.

Chanakya examined the puppets and
ordered the durban to get three pieces of
straw. Thereafter Chanakya put a straw
in the ear of the first puppet. Everybody
saw that the straw went straight to the
puppet's stomach, his lips moved after
some time and then closed on their own.
Now Chanakya placed a straw in the
second puppet's ear. All those who were
present saw that the straw came out of
the other ear and the puppet remained
unaffected. Seeing this scene everyone
was eagerly curious to know what
would happen next. This time Chanakya
positioned the straw in the third puppet's
ear. The Ministers saw that the straw
came out of the puppet's mouth which
was fully open by now. The wooden
puppet was constantly moving as if it
wanted to say something.

On Chandragupta's asking what
was going on and why there was so
much difference in the prices of the
three puppets, Chanakya intelligently
answered:
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" Oh Rajan (King) ! A person of good
character keeps titbits of information he
has heard from others to himself. Only
after confirming that the rumours are
true does he open his mouth, which is
his greatness. We learn this lesson from
the first puppet therefore, its price is one
lakh mohurs.

"On the other hand, some people are
always concerned with their own lives.
They are unaffected by whatever idle
talk they get to hear. Not wanting to be
showered with praise, they do not bring
harm to anyone. The second puppet is
priced at 1000 mohurs because it makes
us learn the lesson of not wasting our
time on idle talk".

"Furthermore, some people are
gossip mongers and can't keep what they
have heard to themselves. The instant
they hear some juicy news they make
it spread like wildfire. Only concerned
about spreading tales, such people are
least bothered of whether it is the truth
or not. The cost of the third puppet is
one mohur for this very reason".

Chandragupta  Maurya's  chief
advisor Chanakya finally summed up
the entire episode with these words of
wisdom: "Please understand the true
nature of human beings : By learning
a lesson from these puppets! Kindly
perceive the dual nature of human
beings, who love living a life full of
pretence!"
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Cup-cakes

Swati Agrawal Singh

Rithima is six years old. She is in
kindergarten. She is very intelligent and
smart. She does beautiful colouring.
Tomorrow is her birthday. She will turn
seven. Her Mother Bineeta is in kitchen
preparing for tomorrow's celebrations.
Bineeta is busy preparing cake. She has
made preparations for Burger, Fries and
many other favourites of Rithima.

Now she has to bake cup cakes to
distribute among Rithima's classmates.
Altogether Bineeta has to bake thirty
six cup-cakes. Butsherealised thateggs

are short. She atleast needed thirteen-
fourteen more eggs. She was in hurry.
She asked Rithima to come with her to
grocery store but Rithima was watching
a movie, so refused. Bineeta tried but
failed in coaxing her to come with. She
was not ready to move. Bineeta was
not happy but she had no other option
than to leave Rithima alone. "It will
not take maximum twenty minutes
to get the eggs, she thought. Grocery
store was just two streets away from
their house.
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Bineeta explained to Rithima not
to open door and she will be back
in twenty minutes. Bineeta rushed
towards the grocery store. She was
visibly looking tensed, for the first time
she had left Rithima alone at home.
Hope everything will go alright... she
was talking to herself while almost
running to the store.

At home front Rithima was
enjoying watching her movie. Then she
got disturbed with some sounds coming
from upstairs flat. She got scared.
Rithima had been to that grocery store
many times with her mother. So she
decided to join Bineeta at grocery store,
forgetting her mother's instruction not
to open door. She opened the lock
from inside and moved towards the
building gate. That building had total
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six flats, every floor had two flats.
When someone comes out of their flat,
has to come to ground floor to open
the building's main door. Interestingly
Rithima opened that main door also.

Binceta was rushing back home
with two egg trays. She had to buy few
more things but her worry for Rithima
restrained her from buying anything
clse. Almost running she opened the
door of that building. Her flat was in
ground floor. What she saw was very
disturbing, her flat's door was open.
Rithima was nowhere in the house.

Bineeta was cursing herself for
leaving Rithimaalone. She wasrunning
all sides of the road-asking passerby
whether they had seen a small girl
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walking in the street. But she couldn't
find Rithima. She called her husband,
Rithima's father informing about the
incident. Rithima's father called the
local police for help.

Away from all this, Rithima was
enjoying her solo countryside walk.
All was going well till she saw a weird
looking old lady coming up to her. She
asked her, who are you little girl? what
are you doing here? Where are your
parents? Rithima was afraid, she did
not have answer. Old lady held her
hand tightly and started to take her in
one direction. Rithima was helpless,
she could not do anything. Old lady
was talking on phone, her eyes were
looking bleak. Rithima was missing
her mom, her dad, her home but now
they all were far from her reach.

She was into tears. Why she
ignored her mom's instructions? Now
she was lost and this old lady was
taking her somewhere away from her
parents. Rithima was scared, very
very scared. Old lady was holding her
hand very tightly, but she was walking
slowly to match the pace of her steps.
After a small walk they reached near a
tram station. Rithima was small but she
recognised the station, many times she
had come here with her mamma and
papa to board the train. Now old lady
had picked her in her arms. Rithima's
body was getting colder with the feeling
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that now the old lady will take her into
the train, away from her parents. She
was so scared that her mouth freezed
and she could not scream or protest.
She closed her eyes. By now Bineeta
had started crying. Her husband was
also very much in distress. Both of
them were joined by some other friends
to look for Rithima. Police was already
informed and they were searching for
Rithima. Bineeta's husband received a
call from police. While he was talking,a
police jeep came, they wanted both of
them to come with them.

Near the tram station, Rithima's
cyes were still not opening. All of a
sudden, she heard few people talking
and old lady greeting them. She opened
her eyes and much to her surprise there
were many police personnel around.
Two lady police also. Police aunty took
her from old lady's arms. She patted her
cheeks and said do not worry baby...
everything will be fine. Your Mummy
papa are coming. Everyone was trying
to make her comfortable. Other police
aunty offered her a chocolate. Rithima
was enjoying all the attention poured
on to her and then she saw Bineeta
stepping out of the police jeep with
Papa. Bineeta just ran and hugged
Rithima. Rithima was very happy and
relaxed that she was back with her
Mummy-Papa. Now she started eating
her favourite chocolate.
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Cocoball

Ramendra Kumar

"Hey Dumki, the animals in your
jungle are all so fat," said Ghoda to his
friend the wild ass.

Ghoda had come from the city
to visit Dumki who lived in Jeevan
Jungle.

"I never noticed,” Dumki said,
scratching his backside with his hind
leg.

"Yes they are. And it is because
they are always sleeping. But tell me
don't the animals go for hunting?"

"What is hunting?" asked Dumki.

"The meat eaters chase their prey
till they capture them. This is called
hunting. When the animals hunt, the
hunters as well as the hunted have
to keep running long distances. This
makes them lose weight."

"Here all the non-vegetarians eat
fish which is found in plenty in the
lake at the middle of Jeevan. The
vegetarians get to eat fruits which

grow in abundance on the trees around
the lake."

"Now I understand. Since the
animals neither hunt nor are hunted,
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they do not get any exercise and have
become fat."

"But what is wrong with being
fat?"

"It is considered very unhealthy."
"So what do we do?"

"Fix me an appointment with your
king Babbar and I'll tell him a way
out."

Next day Ghoda, accompanied
by Dumki went to meet Babbar who
was a powerful and wise lion. Ghoda
explained to the king the problem which
the animals of the jungle were facing.
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"What do you suggest, Ghoda?"
asked Babbar.

"O' King, I think we should
introduce a sport in Jeevan," Ghoda
said and went on to explain about
football the most popular sport played
by humans. "But with what do we play
football?" asked Dumki. "We can play
with a coconut shell and call the game
Cocoball?" replied Ghoda. "Where will
the match be held?" Babbar wanted to
know. "The match can be played in the
clearing behind your cave." Who all
will play?" asked Dumki .

The animals will be divided into
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two teams - the vegetarians shall be
led by Haathi, the elephant and the
meat caters captained by Swift, the
Cheetah," explained Ghoda.

"Who will play in which position?"
Dumki asked.

"The quick animals like the deer
and the wolf will play as forwards. The
slow and heavily built animals like
Hippopotamus will lead the defense.
And those who are in between in terms
of strength and speed shall play in the
in between position."

"Who will be the goal keepers?"
Babbar wanted to know.

"In football, the goal keeper can
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use all parts of his body to defend.
Here the elephant can use his feet as
well as his trunk while the Gorilla can
stand up and use his paws. Thus they
would be ideal goal keepers for their
teams," replied Ghoda.

"What about the birds?" Dumki
asked.

"They will be cheerleaders!"

"When will the match be played?"
Babbar asked.

"First you have to get the ground
ready. The grass eaters can start eating
up the grass. The heavily built animals
can then begin stomping and rolling on
the ground to level it. Once all this is
done we can have the match,”" Ghoda
replied.

Seven days later Cocoball started
and continued for four hours with
no team scoring. The match was
continued the next day and the next
and the next....

Dear Reader, if you happen to visit
Jeevan you will get to see the entire
jungle gathered cheering 22 animals
in pursuit of a coconut. When the play
stops you would notice all the animals
looking lean and fit, full of energy and
enthusiasm....
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I wish You could be Mine!
Khyati Arora

Amidst all the hustle and bustle of the crowd

With all their partners, Love Birds feeling proud

My eyes rested upon you cueing me a sign

You are somewhat different, I wish you could be mine!

Dressed in white, your eyes looking for a place

Naughtiness in the smile adorned by poise and grace

The lips so shining as if poured in the bowl of sparkling whites
You are somewhat different, I wish you could be mine!

The way you roll your eyes, the way you move your brows

With each change in your expression, my love umpteen times grows
[ wish I could go near you and ask for a dine

You are somewhat different, I wish you could be mine!

[ am sorry if I spoke out of turn

Zipping my lips was no more an option

Despite being atheist,’ am ready to worship you my shrine
You are somewhat different, T wish you could be mine!
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A Word on Humanity

Madhumita Mitra

Much has been written and told about
human values; however on discussing
the subject with my friends and
relatives, I found that people around
us have only superficial knowledge
on the subject and are not aware of the
basics like: What exactly are Values?
Why do we need Values & what are
its benefits? How / where do we get
Values? I would like to present a brief
insight on all above points in the
following text: Definition of Values,
its need & benefits:- Dictionary
meaning of the word "Values" reads -
one's principles, priorities, standards.
When used as singular / noun, Value
means - Worth.

A civilized human being is
differentiated by their respective
Values, which governs his life and
helps him think rationally under
various Thus, 1t
can be rightly said that individual's
personality / attitude / character /
behaviour is direct representation of
his internal Values.

circumstances.

A saint 1s so because of his values.
Similarly a criminal is so because of
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his values only. The basic difference
between a saint and a criminal is
not their respective action but their
personal values. A criminal can be
transformed to a saint if his values are
altered otherwise how it is possible
to change a dreaded murderer like
Ratnakar into the greatest saint and
author of all time - Valmiki!!!

We need values at every walk of
life, as it is the governing force, which
helps us react to a given situation.
Under different circumstances we
name values differently like Human
Values, Family Values, Social Values,
National Values, Corporate Values,
Environmental Values..... the list is
endless. It is the nature and quantum
of values, which dictate us to take
correct or wrong step. Let us take an
example to understand this point:-

We notice a person bleeding and
lying on roadside. Following can be
our reaction to it:

- We pass-on showing indifferent
attitude. We stop, show sympathy
and then pass - on. We stop, take
the person to hospital.
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Case 1 reflects wrong/degrade and
nil values. Case 2 reflects incorporation
of good values but the quantum is
too low to give desired result. Case 3
reflects incorporation of good values
and sufficient quantum to yield desired

result.

Whatever problems currently faced
by us viz. crime of any nature (against
individual, children, women, old parents,
animals, environment etc.) is mirror
reflection of degraded values. Hence,
the need for establishment of values.
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Book Review

A Role Model for Teachers and Students

At the time when the Congress was
making plans to free India from the
shackles of British rule, Masterda
Surya Sen posed a direct challenge
to the British government through
his Indian Republican Army. By
1923, Surya Sen had ignited the
flame of revolution in villages
surrounding Chittagong.  Born
on 22nd March, 1894, Surya Sen
joined Bengal’s main revolutionary
outfit ‘Anushilan Samiti’ when he
was just 22 years old.

On April 18, 1930, Surya Sen’s
army had attackedthe government’s
armoury in Chittagong and taken
over its control. He had hoisted
the national flag there. Though the
revolutionariescouldlaytheirhands
on the guns, unfortunately they did
not find the cartridges. Filled by
the dreams of Independence, they
took shelter in the jungles. The
British Army unleashed atrocities
on them but it could not dampen
the spirit of Masterda.

This book brings alive the
struggles of Masterdawhosacrificed
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MASTERDA SURYA SEN
Praveen Sharma
National Book Trust, India
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his life for India’s Independence.
Praveen Sharma, the author is a
well-known name in the field of
translation.
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