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Readers’ Club Orientations at Chennai and
Chandigarh

Orientations on Readers’ Club Movement
launched under Samagra Shiksha
initiatives were held for District Level
Officersassociated with Samgara Shiksha
Abhiyan Units of Tamil Nadu and Punjab
in Chennai on 8 July and in Chandigarh
on 17 July 2019, respectively . Education
Secrctary, Government of Punjab, Shri
Krishna Kumar and Joint Director,
SSA, Tamil Nadu were present. Scnior
Officers of the SSA units of both the
states were also there.

In their welcome addresscs, Scnior
officers of 88A, Tamil Nadu and
Punjab thanked NBT for dcputing
officials to the state to conduct training
programmes on Readers” Clubs and
hoped that such an initiative would go a
long way in creating intcrest for books
amongst children of the statc.

The Orientations were aimed at
enlightening the participants on role
of Education Officers and Tecachers’

Traincrs in  promoting  creativity
and reading habit among school
children. The training programme

compriscd a Power Point Prescntation
on Readers' Club Movement and somc¢
Practical activities which included; how
to Review a Book? how to prepare a
Handwritten Magazine? how to conduct
a Quiz on books and authors? how 1o
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take intervicws of an elderly person
residing near the school? cte.

The participants wecre  also
cnlightened on how reading non texts is
not only a pleasant activity for children
bult also help in improving their language
skills, command over general knowledge
as also in the all round development of
their personalities. Stories, poems etc
further provide children an opportunity
to imagine and fantasise, empthise with
the views of those diffcrent from them,
understand problems and lcarn to solve
them, develop the ability to think and
reflect, and become sensitive beings,
they were told.

So far 26,843 Reader’s Clubs have
been established as part of SSA Readers’ -
Club Movement initiatives.

Copies of colourful children's
magazine arc also available on
NBT's wcebsite: www.nbtindia.gov.in.
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Happy Diwali

Dr. Manjari Shukla

“Maggic, bring me the ball,” Sandy
shouted 1n cxcitement,

And Maggic ran alter it and
returned quickly holding a tennis ball
in his mouth. Sandy was thrilled to sec
his pet responding to his instructions
and patted his head gently.

Maggie immediately responded to
the gesturc and wagged his tail in joy.

Sandy bounced the ball higher and
cricd —Tetch.”

Maggie jumped up excitedly and
caught the ball.

Sandy was dclighted and clapped
loudly.

Hegders™ Club Hulletin

After another round of the little
game ol throwing and catching they
both returned home with high spirits.

Maggie was a very sweet little dog
who was brought by Sandy when he
was a little puppy.

Sandy loved playing pranks on
others and Maggic was no exception,
Somectimes Maggic fclt irritated but
always thought to change his master’s
mind by his true love and affection. So
he always obeyed Sandy without any
annoyancc.

In thc moming also, when Sandy’s
father nceded newspaper he would
expect Maggie to fetch the newspaper
to him.

So everybody in the household
loved him a lot.

Sandy was also cmotionally
attached with Maggie but ncver misscd
any moment o be mischievous,

Poor Maggic was put into troubles
many times but Sandy ncver bothered
about this.

Now a days Sandy was busy in
purchasing crackers and new clothes
for his favourite festival of lights
‘Diwali.’

He always celebrated it with great
pomp and show,
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On the day of Diwali he drew
beautiful dcsigns of multi-colored
rangoli with his mother, lit lincs of
lamps and diyas and dccorated the
house with beautiful flowers.

After pooja, he joined his friends
to explode the fire crackers.

Sandy was enjoying thoroughly
but Maggic was trembling with fear
by Joud noisc of crackers.

Sandy kncw very well that Maggic
was really scared of the crackers so he
called Maggie near him and gently
pattcd on his head.

Maggic's heart knew no bounds. Ic
started licking his feet affectionately.

But naughty Sandy tied a string
of crackers on Maggie’s ear and lit
it up. Poor Maggic, who was already
trightcned, started running here and
there in panic.

The crackers wcre knotted to his
ear so they kept exploding. Suddenly
Maggic stumbled and tell down, When
the crackers stopped exploding, Sandy
went near Maggie who was brutally
injured and had no (lesh on his lef
face and his eyes were popping out.

Sandy got a lump in his throat and
cried as loud as he could.

tHe lifted Maggie into his hand and
ran towards the housec.

His father, who was standing al
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the door, was shocked to sec injured
Maggic.

He immediatcly applied pressure
with a clean towel to stop the bleeding
and took him to the vet.

The wvet gave an injection to
Maggie and applied medicine on
wounds . After sometime the blecding
stopped and he lied down to rest. They
came back with some pills.

Sandy was stil] sobbing. Ile threw
all the crackers in the dustbin and took
Maggie into his bed.

Hec embraced Maggic warmly and
cricd throughout the night.

And from next day onwards Sandy
dceided to give up his mischict.

[Ic dccided never to play pranks
on anyone which could be dangerous.

And he took personal carc of
Maggic cvery day and took him to
the vet every second day so he could
examinc how Maggie was healing.

His friendly behaviour and
medication helped Maggie recover
complctely.

Finally Maggie's love had changed
mischievous Sandy into a kind and
affectionate boy.

D-1433, Indian Oil Corporation Lid

Refinery Township, Vill & Post - Baholi
Panipat (Haryana)-132140
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Ropeway Ride in Haridwar
Suvadip Bhattacharjee

Haridwar is a widely visited religious
town in North India. [t is the place where
the holy river Ganga descends into the
plain after her journey in the mountains,
Pilgrims from dilferent parts of India
visit this place to bathe in the river
Tourists irom other countrics also come
to Haridwar to get a feel of the country.

The little girl of our story whose name
was Shino also went there with her parents
and grandmother. They lived in Delhi and
went there on a holiday tour. Shino was
Just two years old. She was excited o sec
the Ganga flowing with roaring ripples at
the place called 1lar Ki Pauri. The river
current was fast-moving. Therefore, for

Keaders” Club Bullelin

bathing, onc had to hold a big iron chain
hanging on both sides of the river. The river
bank was very crowded as many people
came for a bath. Litle Shino was sitting
on her mother's anns. She was looking at
the children like her who were sitting on
the steps near their parents. Shino’s father
brought Ganga water in his palm and
sprinkled it on her. The water was chilled
and this made her laugh oul in joy,

Shino’s grandmother made puja and
oftered flowers to the river. Little Shino
helped her grandmother float a small
leaf-boat tilled with flowers in the Ganga.,
This was a sacred ritual in Ilaridwar and
many pilgrims did thal.

Mg 20087 |1




The family then wenl for a ropeway
ride. The city of Haridwar had many
temples of Hindu gods and goddesses.
Among them there was a temple of the
snake goddess Mansa Devi on a hillock
named after her. This old temple was
connected to the plain by small moving
carriages called ropeway. These carriers
were suspended from moving iron cables
and powered by a motor. All four sides of
aropeway carriage were covered, bul they
had windows to look outside. Inside the
carriage there was seating arrangement
for four people.

The iron cable on top was fixed to
two large wheels  onc placed on the
hillock and the other on the ground. Thesc
wheels rolled on and senl the carriages up
and down. When the family reached the
ropeway station, there was a long queuc
of people waiting for their turn imo the
ropeway, Shino was amazed at how the
ropeway carrving people was moving up
and down. She stood in the queue holding
her grandmother’s hand. She could scc
many other familics with children like
hers. They were chattering on to spend
time in the queue.

Suddenly a little feeble monkey came
to the ground and approached a little boy
who was playing with a packet of biscuits.
His parcnts were standing ncarby. Perhaps
the animal was hungry and wanted to
grab the packet of biscuits. Sceing the
monkey in front of him the little boy cried
out in fear. His parents rushed there to the
boy’s rescue. They tried to frighten the
animal off. The little monkey was also
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frightened by the reaction il got. Gelting
confused it was trying to understand what
it should do. The mother monkey was
sitting on the asbestos shade below under
which the tourists were waiting. She felt
her daughter was in danger and came to
the place to take her up on the shade. A
gentleman wearing red shirt and blue
trousers was also standing in the line. He
picked up a small log to scarc the two
monkeys away. This made the monkey
mother more aggressive. She came
chasing the gentleman showing her tecth.
It happened so sudden that the gentleman
started to run away.

There was little place to cscape as
the path to the ropeway was narrow. e
banged his hands on a stony wall which
he did not notice and fell down. In the
meantime, the guards of the ropeway
scrvice came over, They scared away the
monkcys and helped the gentleman stand
up. The good thing was that he did not get
hurt. Some people who were watching
the incident got scattered. They again
camce back and took their position in the
qucuc. The littlc boy was back in his play
with & toy car. When the monkey mother
chased the gentleman, Shino was taken
into her father’s arms. She was curious
about what was happening around and
how peoplc were frightened by monkeys.
Now she came down from father’s arms
and went to play with the little boy. The
boy collected a few pebbles and gave
them into Shino’s hands. Shino threw
them away and again picked them up as
if it was a game. Although they did not
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know cach other, they became friends
and were happily playing together,
Shino’s parents and  grandmother
were not far from the ropeway slarting
point, The father called out, *“Shino,
please come here. We will soon get into
the ropeway.” Shino came back toddling
to her father, The little boy also went to
where his parents were standing. There
were three men in the station who were
helping tourists get into the ropeway,
First they stopped the carriage which
came from the hillock and then let tourists
enter and sit comfortably. The doors were
then locked so no one could open it when
the carriage was moving in the air. Three
of the seals were occupied by Shino’s
parents and grandmother, Shino sat on
her father's lap. The gentleman who was
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chased by the monkey took the other seat.
He was alone. He looked ured and sad
with a sweaty face,

The ropeway started its journey
with a roar. This was a completely new
experience for little Shino. She similed
at her grandmother. Since the gentleman
in red shirt was a co-passcnger, Shino’s
father wanted to console him, “I can
absolutely understand why you look so
upsct, But please forget the incident.
You know animals sometimes behave in
such mischievous ways. After all they’re
animals. Let’s enjoy this beautiful nde. Are
youl a tourist to this place?” The gentleman
replied, “Yecah, I'm coming from South
India; basically from Mangalore. Do you
think I'm only upset by the monkey event?
No, not that. When [ was running away |
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lost my golden ring. It was actually loose
in my middle finger. 1 should have left it
i the hotel room. The ring was gifted by
my 90-year old grandmother on my last
birthday. That’s why it was so precious to
me. Coming back to the queuc [ noticed
that it was not there in my finger. Then |
went back to the spot, but could not find it.
It was my sheer bad luck.”

Shino’s father could not say anything,
With the ring the gentleman had also lost
a beautitul memory of his grandmother.
He did not find words for his consolation.
The ropeway was moving up inthcair. The
shadc of the station, the houses, the trees
all became small and smaller. Shino was
surprised; she held her father tightly and
watched around. Her family was enjoying
this exciting ride with a view of the city
of Haridwar from abovc. The bluc niver
was [lowing across the city like a scrpent,
There were small houscs ol different
colours, shapecs and sizes. Where the
city ended they could sce a large stretch
of white sand bank on both sides of the
river. The sand bank was lost into a dark
green forest. Nothing was visible beyond
the forest. It was a delightful sight which
one could not forget soon,

Suddenly the ropeway stopped. There
was a recorded announcement, “Ladics
and gentletmen, please don't get worried.
There has been a power shortage. Our tcam
is trying to rcsume the operation soon.”
Therc was a gentle brecze flowing from
the hills. The ropeway was moving slightly
like a chandelicr hang from roof. Shino was
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holding something in her fist and was trying
to put that into her mouth. Her mother
noticed that and said, **Shino, pleasc don’t do
that, What do you have in yowr fist? et me
sec that.” The little girl clenched her fist and
waved it with a naughty smile. The mother
had to find what was therc inside. She held
her daughter’s hand and tried to open her
palm. There was a sound. Something fell
on the floor of the ropeway from the little
girl’s fist. The father bent down and lifled
that thing up. It was a golden ring!

The gentleman in red shirt also
glanced at that and cricd out, “Oh my god,
here is my lost ring!” When Shino was
playmng with pcbbles after the monkeys
went away, she found the ring and kept it
in her fist. She thought it was a new little
toy. Shino’s parents saw tears in the man’s
eyes. He found his gift which was very
precious to his heart. [e had lost the hope
of getting 1t back, but little Shino brought
it back to him. The grandmother was also
crying in joy. The gentleman hold Shino’s
little hands together and said, “Thank you
little girl. Thank you very much.”

By the time power came back and
the ropeway agan started its journey. The
carriage was moving up to reach the top
of the hillock. The men in service came
to help them ahight from the ropeway.
The gentleman left with saying another
“thank you™ to Shino, her parents and the
grandmother. Two monkeys were hopping
in the branch of a nearby tree. They could
all hear the sound of prayer bells in the
Mansa Devi Temple.

E-mail: suvadip.bhattacharjee@gmail.com
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Supreme Sacrifice
Dr. Vinita Ashit Jain

What would you do if you werc
asked to part with your most precious
treasure?

Rcad on to find out.

Rajasthan, the land of forts and
palaccs, is known for its brave men and
women who were virtuous, chivalrous
and loyal to their Motherland. Their
stories of wvalour and

sacrifice,
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of keeping their promise and of
upholding honour above everything
elsc arc known the world over.

In the 16th centory AD, Mcwar
was ruled by Vikramaditya, son of Rani
Karnavati, belonging to the Sisodia
clan. He was an arrogant and insolent
ruler, which is why many nobles did
not support him and lett his court,
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The Queen mother also had a
vounger son, fourteen year old Uday,
who was looked after by his nurse
maid, Panna Dhai. She was also a
confidante of the Queen,

Panna’s son Chandan and Prince
Uday were almost the same age . the
best of friends and plaved and studied
together.

When the Kingdom of Mcwar
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came under the attack of Bahadur
Shah, Rani Karnavati sent both her
Sons, Vikramaditya and Uday along
with Panna and Chandan away to
Bundi to her father's home, entrusting

the future of Mewar in Panna’s
hands.
Mewar lost the battle and the

Queen lost her life but the Mughal
army under King Humayun, whom
the Quecn had sent a rakhi
to, asking for help, defeated
Bahadur Shah.

Soon, Panna rcturncd to
Mcwar with both the Princes
and her son.

Vikramaditya was crowned
the king again, but he soon
rcturned to his arrogant ways,
turning the nobles against him,

Many peoplc were waiting on
the sidelines, just for the right
moment to grab the kingdom
from Rana Vikramaditya.

Banvir, a rclative of Rana
Vikramaditya was one such
person.

Onec  night, sceing an
opportunity , Banvir killed Rana
and headed towards the ladies’
chambers to kill the heir to the
throne, Uday.
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A maid camc running to the
chamber and informed Panna Dhai of
the tragic turn of events,

Panna kncw what was coming
next.

Remembering Rani Karnavati’s
last words to save the [uture of Mcwar,
she quickly ordered a big baskel of
fruits and urged young Uday to climb
and hide in it.

The basket was sent out of the
palacc to the forest secrctly, along
with a few faithtul servants.

Panna immediatcly rcaliscd that
Banvir will come in asking for Uday.
Without hesitating and not wasting
cven a moment | she shifted her own
son, Chandan who was asleep, on o
Uday’s bed and covered him with a
sheet. No sooner had she done this,
Banvir entered the chamber with his
blood- stained sword looking for
Uday. Seeing a child’s form on the
bed , his face covered , Banvir , mad
with rage, struck him with his sword,
killing the slceping boy instantly!

Thinking he had killed the last of
the Sisodia clan, Banvir left with a
sense of victory,

Alas , Panna could not cvenshed a
tcar for her son as time was of essence

[T HE gae

here. She gathered a few loyalists of
Mcwar and soon joincd Uday and his
carctakers in the forest,

They procceded to the ncarby
kingdom of Kumbhalmer , where
they were greeted by Rao Asa Sah
who provided shelter to them.

A few ycars later Uday Singh, now
a grown man, fought and dcfcated
Banvir with the help of his forccs.

Chittor was oncc again frcc and
the rightful ruler , a member of the
Sisodia clan was oncc again on the
throne.

Uday Singh procecded to found
the City of Udaipur, named after
him, as the new capital of Mewar and
continucd to rule thc kingdom for
scveral years to come.

Salutations to Panna Dhai, who
gave up her beloved son Chandan, so
that the future of Mewar could live,

Centuries have passed, but the
legend of the Supreme Sacrifice of
Panna Dhai lives on in the hearts of
the people of Mcwar and will continue
to inspire future gencrations with her
loyalty, bravery and rightcousncss.

E-mail; vinitaajain77@gmail.com
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Namasidddhi Jataka : What’s In A Name ?

Rumi Malik

This is the story of one of the many
births of Lord Buddha, also called
Jataka tales.

Once Buddha was born as a teacher
and taught in the famed University
of Takshashila. There five hundred
Brahmins learnt the holy scriptures from
him. Onc of them was a young lcarner
known by the name * Papaka’ (sinncr).
The young man was unhappy with his
namc and felt that it could affcet his life
advcrscly.
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[le was continuously teased by
other students who would repeat ‘come
Papaka™ and *Go Papaka.” He longed
to get rid of his name and went to his
master one day to ask for a new and
respectable name. Hearing of his wish
Buddha said, ** Travel through the lands
my son and find yourself a better name
that suits you and I will change your
name.”

The young lcarner sct out to find
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the best name he could. He wandered
from village to village selecting names
but cvery now and then he always found
a better name than the previous one he
had selected for himself. One day he
rcached a certain town and heard about
an honourable old man ‘Jivaka(long
life)” who had just died. Papaka could’t
believe the irony, he exclaimed, “What?
Can he be dead?.” ** Yes, he i1s dead”, pat
came the reply from another passcrby.
“Both Jivaka (long life) and Ajivaka
(short life) die. Death does not depend
upon name. A name just serves as an
identity. You arc a toolish man not to
understand that.”

Papaka carricd on his scarch for a
new namc. On his way he came across
a maid girl who was being thrown out
of the housc by her master and mistress.
He inquired and came to know that the
young girl named ‘Dhanapali’ was
unable to get a daily job and could not
bring any wage homec to her master. It
was another [esson for him as he learnt
that she could not avoid misfortune
because of her name and that name has
got no implication on the character of a
person or his success.

Nonctheless the young learner still
carried on his search for a good name
though hc had almost reconciled to his
own namg, On the way he found a man
who was asking for directions as he
had lost his way. After helping him find
his path Papaka asked him his name.
The man replicd, “Panthak™ (guide).
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Papaka exclaimed, “And the guide has
lost his way.” The man who had lost his
way rctorted, “Any man cither guide or
nisguide can lose his way., What has
name got to do with it 7 Name is just a
way to identify someone you fool!”

This time, the young learner came
to his senses and was confident that
there was no need to change his name
as 1t had no implications on his futurc or
his character,

He came back to Takshashila happy
and smiling. Buddha, his mastcr asked,
“lavc you found a better name than
your current name that | can change
your name to?”’ Papaka replied, *“Master
I havc seen people named ‘Long life’
die, ‘rich” and “poor’ both may be poor,
‘guide’ and ‘misguide’ can both lose
their way, then what is in a name that |
was so aggricved about, Namc 1s just a
way to identify. So I am happy with my
name Papaka.”

The parable tells us that there is
nothing in the name or external looks.
What mattcrs is the quality or essence of
the objcct. The inner core is important,
One must focus on developing inner
qualities as they shinc out. It is our nature,
character and attitude that Icads to our
rise in life, not our name. Theretore, the
best learning is to develop qualities like
patience, hard work, truthfulness, honesty,
perseverance and then sce the magie of
good conduct unfold in our lives !

E-mail: umimalik@yahoo.co.in
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My Page
Butterfly

Dakshita

[ saw a butterfly in a park When 1 started going after her
she has cute eyes Then she came and sat on my head.
with colours dark.

Then she went away

She has soft feathers and I also went my way.

with a shine

and, on her antinas When [ think 1 met a good friend

the colours arc light. Then I think that she also thinks same.

D.A.V,, MPS, Sec. 15
Once she goes up Sonepat (Haryana)
and she walks down
She takes of parks, so many rounds,
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