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Ramendra Kumar

This is a story about a jungle which
was on an island in the middle of the
sea. For some reason no one had visited
or had even heard of it. Everything
about this Jungle was different or
rather odd.

The jungle did not have a King. It
had a Queen and she was a cute little
hare with pink eyes and a pinker nose.
She was the slowest but had been
made the Queen because the rest of
the animals thought slow was cool.
The elephant’s tail and trunk switched
places every few minutes and no
one knew whether he was coming or
going. The giraffe was short, the tiger
chewed grass and the deer ate raw

the snake and the mongoose
were not sworn enemies but the best
of besties.

One day a thirty five year old man
named Jeet landed in the jungle. The
ship he was travelling in crashed but
he managed to survive. He roamed
around the jungle and observed the
birds and the animals. An idea struck
him and he waited patiently to be
saved. He was soon spotted by a rescue
team and brought home.

Ten year old Amit lived alone
with his grandpa. Jeet who stayed
with his aging uncle and aunt was his
neighbour.

Few days after his neighbour’s

Fvefla,  meat. The birds swam in the _ _
L{:‘\?‘W\ . AX"‘T; sea, the fish flew in the air, ~Teappearance, 1}m1t heaf'd his
‘-\,5. " the sloth was super swift grandpa. and Jeet’s uncle, Kishanlal 4
e % 08! and the peacock the most ~ CORVEISINE.
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an island which is nothing but a forest
with really strange animals and birds,”
Kishanlal said and went on to describe
the inhabitants of the very special
jungle.

“This is unbelievable. I have never
heard of such creatures,” exclaimed
Amit’s grandpa.

“Jeet wants to capture the birds
and animals and get them here.”

“But why?”

“He wants to build a zoo and house

these creatures in it. He says this will -

be the most unique zoo on planet
earth. People will come from all over
the world to visit and he will become
a very rich man in no time.”

“But that is terrible. Those lovely
creatures will lose their freedom. It
will be such a torture to be cooped
up in cages after roaming freely in
the skies, on land and in the
water.”

“l know, his
mother and I
tried to convince
him but he just
won’t listen.”

“But will
he be able
to carry out
his plan on his
own?”
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“Since his return he has been
talking to several companies. Two big
organisations have agreed to sponsor
his project. Now there is no stopping
him. I really don’t know what to do.”

Amit sat in shock. His thoughts
kept going back to the poor animals
and birds of the jungle. What would
happen after they landed in azoo? They
would be trapped in tlny cages or small
enclosures. -
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They wouldn’t have a moment’s peace
with crowds shouting and jeering
at them. Their life would become
miserable.

He got an idea. There was one
person who could save the animals
— Rehana who was Shagufta’s sister.
Shagufta or goofy was Amit’s bestie
and her sis was a wild life photographer
and naturally loved animals.

Amit rushed to Goofy’s place.
Luckily Rehana was at home. Amit
quickly told her the entire story and
then waited for her reaction.

After sometime Rehana snapped
her fingers. “I got it. I am going to
use the social media to save the poor
creatures.”

Goofy and Amit looked at each
other. “I didn’t get it,” Goofy said and

Amit nodded.

“You know guys I have more than
55 K followers on Instagram. Besides
I have a great presence on Twitter,
Facebook and Whatsapp as well. I am
going to start posting about Jeet and his
evil intentions right away. [ shall request
my followers to spread the word around.
I am sure and soon the posts will go
viral on social media the movement to
save ‘our’ jungle will pick up.”

“But didi, will that alone stop
Jeet?”

“It will generate a lot of negative
publicity, which I am confident Jeet’s
sponsors would like to avoid. I am
sure they will back off.”

Goofy was not very sure but Amit
loved the idea. He high fived Rehana
and ran home to tell his grandpa.
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Rehana went crazy on social
media. She created a little animation
video about a jungle called ‘Eden’. She
wrote about how people were planning
to destroy it. And how it needed to be
saved.

Like Rehana had predicted ‘Save
Eden’ campaign was picked up across
social media and soon went viral.
Jeet’s sponsors backed off and he was

left high and dry.
“Rehana, do you think Jeet has
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backed out forever? Isn’t there a danger
of him renewing his project after
sometime?” Amit’s grandpa asked.
He was hosting a party celebrating the
success of the ‘Save Eden’ campaign.

“He dare not, grandpa. As long
as our little army of two and half
generations, which loves animals as
much as itself is there, Jeet and his
kind will never succeed,” Rehana said
and everyone clapped and cheered.

Email :13ramenpr@gmail.com
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Donation to

UNDESERVING

Gayatri Mishra

Jadumani was a famous poct (And N

narrator of the Oriya Riti Yuga literature:
Ingenious humour and satire was the
specialty of his writing. He was &g
in the year 1781 at Athagara village
Ganjam District. However, he left his
birthplace during his adolescence and
resided permanently at Itamati Village
in Nayagarh District. Instead of being
known as a carpenter, he was popularly
recognized as an extraordinarily talented
poet, intellectual and orator. Spontaneous
poetic talent and sharp wit was filled
within him. He was able to acquire in-
depth knowledge in Oriya and Sanskrit
languages with self-determination and
hard endeavour.

Through jokes, humours and satire,
ridicule, he used to face the truth and
unmask dishonesty, illegitimacy and
untruthfulness. King, the common
mass and the courtiers- everybody was
carried away by his Jokes and humours.
Nobody ever dared to argue with him.
Very cleverly he could avoid others and
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avow the actual truth. His daring
independent thinking process was able
to unmask the feudal rulers of then
society. Many of his humourous poetic
exclamations are used as idioms in day
to day activities still.

Once, the king of Ranapur, a
princely state of Odisha province, invited
Jadumani to his court. On his first visit to
Ranapur he had an opportunity to know
about the brilliance of the king. He was
much impressed with him. Therefore,
he thought to take some gift with him
for the King. In order to astound him he
wrapped a brass idol of Lord Krishna
layer by layer with silk cloth. He arrived
at the court on the predetermined day.
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He greeted the King and handed over the
gift to him.

The king knew that poet Jadumani
was very clever. He thought this to be
a prank of Jadumani to serve some jokes
and ridicule by deceiving him.

Therefore, he

Readers® Club Bulletin

unwrapped one or two layers from the
gift and kept it on the ground. Seeing
this disappointed Jadumani right away
sang a poem:

Been to blinds’ empire to sell mirror
On kondh’s hand, cattle wealth I offered
Cooked greens in oil of castor
Kissed on the face of a wild charger
O King, what you did!

Kept idol of Lord Vishnu on the floor?

Listening to this poem, the King
all of a sudden became annoyed. Poet
Jadumani also out of disenchantment
returned to Nayagarh. For some years,
he did not visit Ranapur again. The king
afterwards opened all the layers of silk
cloth wrapped around the gift and found
the stunning idol of Lord Visnu. He
repented for having reproved Jadumani
badly for no reason. Jadumani on the
other hand was feeling bad for whatever
had happened. Previously he used to
have good relationship with the King
of Ranapur. He could not accept the
relationshiptobeoverlikethis. Therefore,

he sent another poem

praising him

through  his

grandson- in-

lawGunadhara

to Ranapur
king....
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kingdom premier, born [RERIY. N ”U%U’f‘;- l
in the land of Maninaag | Vi, £ AN 7
Goddess ‘ g/d.L ™ W) b))
Lord of land, Chakradhar*
Venudhar Narendra
Mahapatra’s
Royal reign
Is gracing with super
exaltation
Sans proud flags of police
and foreign invasion in its
terrain  C
Many a times wish-of
revenge on renegaides
relinquished
On woeful pauper
distressed adept
meritorious, patronage-
showered
At the time
of mutiny in Utkal province
Oh matchless, have hefted your ensign
with soaring pride.
He had thought that reading this
poem the king would be very happy and forget all the unpleasant moments of the

L

55 Jadumani was right. The king was
very pleased after reading the poem and
sent gift items for Jadumani.

]

past.

Note: * Chakradhar Venudhar Narendra
Mahapatra was the name of the King of
Ranapur mentioned in the story.

A/82, Nilakantha Nagar, Nayapalli
Bhubaneswar (Odisha) 751012
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A Boiling Experiment
Rajiv Tambe

We had a craft class yesterday.

The children had brought colourful
card sheets. Some said that they were
going to make a paper tray while others
said that they were going to make a
small paper vessel.

Just then Simran asked me, “What
shall T make for you with this paper?”
The other students also wanted to
make something for me.

“All of you together make a paper
vessel which is slightly bigger than a
matchbox. But remember you must not
use gum. You must fold the paper tightly
and use paper clips instead of gum.

“Sure”, they said.

Yet Rohan raised his hand and
asked, “What will happen if we use
gum?” There was silence in the class.

“Then ...maybe the paper will
catch fire...!” The children did not
allow me to complete my sentence.
Their voices full of fear/ wonder/
amazement / curiosity.. ..

They said, “Whaaaat? Fire...?
ooiieee!”

“Yes, all of us are going to do some
magic together. Let’s heat some water.
That is why we need a small paper
vessel.” Now the children’s curiosity
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was kindled.

By afternoon this news had spread
all over the school.

“What? Boil water in a paper
vessel? Ha! They must be burning
paper to boil water. You might have
heard it wrong.”

This was the hot topic everywhere.
By evening more than half the students
had made paper vessels.

The principal said, “We will
perform this magic for all the
children.”

By the next day the children’s
curiosity knew no bounds. They
gathered in the school’s hall.

I said to them, “I will not do any
experiment. [ will not heat water in a
paper vessel either. Sorry!”

The children were very disappointed.
Some let out a sigh.

Others raised their eyebrows. The
children in my class were completely
dejected. But Pallavi raised her hand
and asked, “Then who will do this
experiment?”

I answered with a very straight
face, “You children!”

The children screamed with joy,
“Yahoo!”

We made groups of four each. Each
one had a square vessel of thick paper
that they had prepared yesterday. Each
group was given a matchbox. Since the
experiment was to be done together, a
specific method was decided upon.

* First, the experiment had to be
observed carefully.
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* After the experiment was over,
everyone should carefully write
down their observations in a
notebook.

» The observations should be read
out and each one should write
down the points that they felt were
important.

* Questions should be asked about
the observed experiment.

* Questions which are
complementary and parallel to the
experiment should be asked.

We lit a candle and placed it on
the table. We filled water in the paper
vessel and held the vessel over the
flame.

We took care to ensure that the
flame reached only the base.

And in just a short while the water
actually started boiling.

The children went berserk with
joy.

At that moment I could read the
question in the eyes of the children,
“How did the water boil without the
paper burning?” The answer is really
very simple.

The paper does not burn because
all the heat that the paper gets is used
up for heating the water.

We all know that water boils at a
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temperature of 1000.

But for paper to burn/catch fire
much more heat is required. And that
is why the water inside a paper vessel
boils without the paper getting burnt.

The children asked fantastic
questions:

» Is it possible to make tea in this
manner?

¢ (Can we boil milk?

« If we take a bigger paper vessel,
would it be possible to fry potato
chips in it?

While doing the experiment in
groups, the children were bubbling
over with joy long before the water
started boiling!

The children labelled this
experiment as  the ‘boiling
experiment’.

I think you will be able to answer
all the questions raised by the children
but only if you do this ‘boiling
experiment’ yourself!

And if you do it with other
children...!

I’'m waiting for your boiling
letters.

me@rajivtambe.com
www.rajivtambe.com.
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Manjari Shukla

“Mummy, buy me a

please
synthesizer”, Daksh pleaded.

“No, not again. Ever since I have
bought that mouth organ for you, I
have made my life miserable. I dare
not trouble myself more by buying
another so-called musical instrument
for you.”

Realising that mummy had no
intention of listening to any more of
his requests, Daksh sneaked his way
into his dad’s room and said, “Umm,
where is the balm, daddy? You had a
headache if I am not mistaken.”

Daddy was a little surprised and he
smiled back, “You are not mistaken,
my dear. It is just that you noticed it a
day later. It was previous morning that
my head was aching.”

“Oh! I am sorry. I guess I might
have been busy doing my assignment
and it would have skipped my mind”,
said Daksh while scooping a pea-sized
amount of balm and applying on dad’s
forehead.
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“I see, it seems that it is butter that
you are trying to apply and not balm.
What do you want?”

Realising what he had been up
to, he started pressing dad’s forechead
and said, “Could you please buy me a
synthesizer?”

“You are well aware of the fact
that I have not been able to go for
work owing to the lockdown. Can we
postpone this a little? I am sorry but
I have many things to manage and
will not be able to get it for you in the
present circumstances.”

“But Dad, you told me you had a
savings account and have money left
for a synthesizer as well, wouldn’t it?”

“Is the amount in the account saved
solely for your synthesizer?”” Mummy
could be heard shouting from the
kitchen itself.

A feeling of mixed emotions
overtook Daksh hearing all this. He
went out of the room and sat quietly
next to Grandpa.
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Grandpa asked, “What happened?”’
“Nothing.”

“Well, just like your dad, I have a
savings account too. Don’t get sad, my
dear. It has money that I collected for a
visit to Haridwar and taking a dip into
the holy waters. ”

Seeing such a sacrifice for him,
he was overwhelmed. Hugging his
grandpa, he said, “No grandpa, I will
not take the amount that you have been
saving for long.”

Just then, mummy came and told
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Daksh that the nearby market had
opened for a two hour period for buying
essential goods and asked him to buy
milk.

“I will also come along”, grandpa
said.

“I have been yearning for a
synthesizer for so long. I have started
seeing one even in my dreams now. |
only wish if it were true.”

“Do not worry, my child. Mr.
Sharma, who lives on the fifth floor
in our apartments, has a store that

deals in various musical
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instruments. I called and ask him if we
could choose from synthesizers kept
in his home. He replied in affirmative.
I have brought along the cash and we
will head directly to his home after
buying milk packets.”

Not before long, they had reached
the milk booth.

Just then, Daksh saw Aman, the son
of their domestic help, Mina, looking at
the milk vendor with a gloomy face.

Upon being asked the reason for
the same, Aman replied, “Mummy has
fallen ill and I do not have money to
buy even a milk packet. I have been
requesting him but....”, and he could
not speak any further. He turned his
face to the ground to hide the tears that
had welled up in his eyes.

“Okay, do not be disturbed. I will
buy it for you and we will also come
to your home to see your mummy’s
health,” Grandpa said.

Upon reaching his house, they
found that Mina was lying on
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the bed and crying profusely.

Grandpa questioned a clear
expression of panic on his face, “What
happened?”

“There is nothing to eat in our
house. I am down with high fever and
do not have the money to even buy
medicines.”

Aman ran to hug his mother.

Daksh had tears in his eyes. He
mumbled, “T can do with a synthesizer
in my dreams for some time more. After
all, it will also take time to learn to play
it which I can easily do in my dreams”,
and signalled Grandpa to give them the
entire amount.

Daksh was happier than he would
have been, and Grandpa, he could
already feel that he had taken a dip in
the holy water and washed away all his
sins.

D-1433, Indian Oil Corporation Ltd
Refinery Township Vill & Post - Baholi, Panipat
(Haryana) 132140
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From NBT’s Treasure Trove

The Nicobar megapode is a
fascinating bird. The size of a
chicken, it industriously builds a
mound nest of fallen leaves and
humus. This means that the mother
doesn’t have to bother sitting on the
eggs, since they are kept warm by the
rotting vegetation. But she doesn’t
heartlessly go away, either. She
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checks the temperature regularly,

with unusual thermometer: her
beak! The most amazing thing
about megapodes though, is that the
chicks are born ‘ready made’, wings
and all, and can fly as soon as they
hatch. They don’t have to undergo
those long hours of flying practice
that other baby birds need.
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The Internet can be wonderful
for kids-an  interesting
informative tool, a guide and
what not. But, at times, it is
misused to spread fake news,
dis-information, internet

rumours and the like.

Naturally, all this raises
the issue of digital safety or
digitally safe environment for
kids. Through the character
like Mohak and his friends,
the story weaves interesting
episodes to clear air on
handling internet rumours.

In the process, they learn
many new words like Furphy!
Find out what do they mean!!

Not Fooled

by
FURPHIES

Leena Gurg

Hustrations
Meetu Sharma

Pp 40

Not Fooled by Furphies
Leena Gurg

National Book Trust, India

Rs.30/-
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R.N.l. No. - 64771/96

This rabbit is hungry. Will you
help him find the apple?
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