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INDIA National Stand at Frankfurt Book Fair 2023

The Indian publishing 
industry made 
history by uniting 

under the banner of the 
INDIA National Stand at the 
Frankfurt Book Fair 2023, the 
world’s largest B2B book fair. 
This groundbreaking event 
marked the 75th edition of 
the Frankfurter Buchmesse, 
where Indian publishers showcased their 
collective might on the global stage.

Under the theme “Bringing Stories 
from New India,” the INDIA National Stand 
celebrated India’s rich multilingual tradition, 
projecting a vibrant and diverse literary 
landscape. The stand was inaugurated in the 
presence of Frankfurt Book Fair officials, 
CGI Frankfurt, Indian publishers, and a host 
of international attendees, including foreign 
publishers, trade visitors, buyers, literary 
and rights exchange agents, distributors, 
translators, and foreign rights managers.

India, ranking fifth in the world’s 
publishing market with an estimated 
value of US$10–12 billion and growing 
at a remarkable CAGR of 19%, remains a 
crucial growth market. The introduction 
of a mix of print and digital formats and 
a comprehensive ecosystem encompassing 
bookselling, distribution, and economical 
EdTech has positioned India as an exciting 
one-stop solution for content development 
and publishing.

Furthermore, India’s National Education 
Policy’s emphasis on multilingualism, 
including foreign languages in secondary 

education, presents a significant opportunity 
for global publishers, authors, and illustrators 
to collaborate with India. The INDIA National 
Stand is a collaborative effort of the National 
Book Trust India, CAPEXIL (Ministry of 
Commerce & Trade, Govt of India), and other 
government bodies.

Spread across 300 sqm, the INDIA 
Stand featured over 35 Indian exhibitors in 
person and more than 50 publishers through 
a collective exhibit of books showcased in 
the Rights zone.

The INDIA National Stand’s inclusive 
approach reflects the Government of India’s 
commitment to ease of doing business and 
the projection of Indian publications and 
knowledge systems on the global stage. 
Several discussions took place under the 
theme “Bringing Stories from New India,” 
covering various aspects of Indian publishing 
and international collaborations.
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This landmark event also marked the 
announcement of the Financial Assistance 
Programme by the Ministry of Education, 
Government of India, for the translation of 
Indian books into foreign languages. It set 
the stage for continued collaboration and 
success, reinforcing India’s position as a 
global publishing powerhouse.

Notable sessions included Publishing 
Dialogues with the Philippines, Discussions 
on Ayurveda, Indian Ethos, and Indian Literature by Sahitya 

Shillong Book Fair: A Literary Feast in the Heart o f Meghalaya

Akademi. The stand also witnessed the 
international launch of Dr. Manjari Prabhu’s 
latest thriller, “The Rampur Raza Mystery,” 
published by National Book Trust, India, 
adding to the vibrant display of Indian 
publishing excellence.

The INDIA National Stand at the 
Frankfurt Book Fair 2023 symbolized India’s 
commitment to sharing its knowledge, 
technology, and soft power with the world, 

strengthening its position on the global literary stage.

The Shillong Book Fair 2023 
offered a treat for book 
lovers of Shillong. The fair 

was inaugurated on 27th September 
2023 at the U Soso Tham Auditorium, 
East Khasi Hills, State Central 
Library, Shillong. The inauguration 
was graced by Shri Paul Lyngdoh, 
Hon’ble Arts and Culture Minister, 
Govt. of Meghalaya, and Shri Rakkam 
A. Sangma, Hon’ble Education 
Minister, Govt. of Meghalaya.

The fair, organized by the 
National Book Trust, India, in 
collaboration with the Department 
of Arts & Culture and Department 
of Education, Govt. of Meghalaya, 
marked a significant event as the only 
book fair to be held in Shillong after 
seven years. It showcased a display of books from various publishers 
and book dealers, aiming to promote sales and stimulate interest 
among readers.

During the inaugural event, Shri Paul Lyngdoh, Guest of Honour 
and Hon’ble Arts and Culture Minister, expressed the importance of 
books in preserving culture and shared, “Books are an integral part 
of our culture. They weave magic, and words stay with us eternally.” 

He emphasized that the knowledge 
gained from books only grows in 
value over time and expressed hope 
that NBT-India would organize more 
book-related events in Meghalaya in 
the future.

Shri Rakkam A. Sangma, 
Hon’ble Education Minister, Govt. of 
Meghalaya, highlighted the enduring 
value of ideas conveyed through 
books and stressed the need for more 
books on Indian culture to preserve 
traditions and heritage for future 
generations.

Prof. Milind Sudhakar Marathe, 
Chairman, National Book Trust, 
India, expressed gratitude to the 
Govt. of Meghalaya for their support 
in organizing the book fair and 

anticipated that many people, including children, would benefit 
from it. He underscored the role of books in enhancing knowledge, 
personality, wisdom, comprehension, and communication skills.

Shri Frederick Roy Kharkongor IAS, Commissioner & Secretary, 
Dept. of Arts & Culture, Govt. of Meghalaya, shared his perspective 
on reading, saying, “If you are a reader today, you will surely be a 
leader tomorrow, as books are magic between covers.”
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Prof. Prabha Shankar 
Shukla, Vice Chancellor, North-
Eastern Hill University, Shillong, 
emphasized the significant role 
of books as teachers in our lives.

In closing, Shri Yuvraj Malik, 
Director, National Book Trust, India, 
encouraged the people of Meghalaya 
to make the most of the Shillong 
Book Fair. He particularly addressed 
the young students in the audience, 
urging them to explore the fair and find that one transformative book.

The week-long Shillong Book Fair paid tribute to Meghalaya’s 
rich literary and cultural heritage. It showcased a diverse collection 
of books from some of the country’s best publishers, including 

works by local authors and regional 
literature across various genres. 

The fair offered book 
lovers the opportunity to delve 
into literature that reflects the 
vibrant cultural tapestry of 
Meghalaya and the North-East. 
It featured engaging sessions, 
book launches, and discussions, 
creating a platform for readers to 
interact with their literary idols. 

The fair also included interactive storytelling sessions and creative 
workshops for children, fostering the next generation of readers 
and writers. Additionally, cultural performances added to the 
vibrancy and richness of the event.

NBT-India Organises Captivating Storytelling Sessio n

NBT, India organised a storytelling session at Salwan Public 
School, Gurugram.The magic of storytelling unfolded 
as the talented storyteller, Ms. Shivani Kanodia, cast a 

spell on the eager audience. The students of Grade 6 embarked 
on a captivating journey to distant lands, guided by Ms. Kanodia’s 
storytelling prowess, lyrical renditions, immersive soundscapes, and 
engaging participatory cues.

During the session, Ms. Kanodia not only entertained but also 
enlightened the young minds with the beautiful message of ‘Vasudev 
Kutumbakam’—the belief that the world is one family. The stories 
shared were more than tales; they were windows to a world of 
empathy, understanding, and togetherness.

The students were left spellbound and eager for more, their 

imaginations ignited by the power 
of storytelling. As the session 
concluded, the young listeners 
bid adieu, carrying with them 
a promise to spread the joy of 
stories, one narrative at a time.

Ms. Shivani Kanodia’s 
storytelling session was a 
testament to the enchanting 
world that stories create, 
fostering a love for literature, 
culture, and the values that bind 
us all together.

Book Exhibition at Raj Bhavan (Shillong) on Gandhi Jayanti

On the occasion of the 154th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, 
the Governor of Meghalaya, Shri 

Phagu Chauhan, paid a floral tribute to the 
“Father of the Nation”. He also honoured 
another prominent figure in India’s history, 
Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri, who served as the 
country’s second Prime Minister.

During the event, the Governor 
inaugurated a book exhibition organized by the National Book 
Trust, India. The exhibition featured a collection of books related 
to the life and contributions of Mahatma Gandhi and other unsung 
heroes of India’s freedom struggle.

The commemorative program drew attendees from various 
schools in Shillong. Dedicated officers and staff members of Raj 
Bhavan also joined in paying their respects and celebrating the legacy 
of these iconic leaders.

In his address, the Governor highlighted the importance of 
following the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi and Lal Bahadur Shastri in 
today’s world. He stressed the need for non-violence, peace, and 
harmony in society. He also emphasized the importance of education 
in empowering the youth and building a strong nation.

The Governor’s tribute to Mahatma Gandhi and Lal Bahadur 
Shastri was a timely reminder of the values and ideals that have shaped 
India as a nation. It was also a call to action for all Indians to uphold 
these values and work towards creating a just and equitable society.
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A Weeklong Celebration of Books
ueen Mary’s School in Model Town, kicked off their Book 
Week celebration with an enchanting storytelling session, 
organized in collaboration with the National Book Trust, 

India. The event, led by author and storyteller Ms. Usha Chhabra, 
was a delightful experience for grade 4 students.

During the interactive session, Ms. Chhabra shared two 
heartwarming stories centered on themes of empathy and friendship. 
The tales, featuring animals as characters, not only entertained but 

also imparted valuable life lessons. The students actively engaged in 
discussions and even received guidance from Ms. Chhabra on their 
own writing endeavors.

This captivating storytelling event marked the beginning of an 
exciting Book Week for the students promising a week filled with 
literary adventures and activities. It reflects the school's and NBT 
India’s commitment to nurturing a love for reading and literature 
among its students.

ªAmrit Kalash Yatraº Propels Patriotism Across Schools

In a remarkable showcase of unity and 
reverence, NBT India’s involvement in 
the “Meri Maati Mera Desh” Campaign, 

left an indelible mark on the collective spirit 
of the nation. Under the banner of “Maati ko 
Naman, Veeron ka Vandan,” the initiative seeks 
to reinvigorate the essence of patriotism.

NBT India kickstarted the inspiring “Amrit 
Kalash Yatra,” through their Mobile Book 
Exhibition’s visit traversing schools nationwide. 
The initiative garnered widespread enthusiasm, 
with active participation from students and teachers from diverse 
corners of the country. This initiative served as a poignant tribute 
to the brave Veers and Veeranganas of Bharat.

The sacred soil collected from every corner of India will shape 
the Amrit Vatika and Amrit Mahotsav Memorial at Kartavyapath, 
India Gate.

NBT-India Observes Vigilance Awareness Week

In an unwavering commitment 
to promote transparency and 
accountability in governance, the 

team at NBT-India observed Vigilance 
Awareness Week (VAW) from October 
30th to November 5th, 2023. This annual 
observance coincides with the birthday 
of the esteemed Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
known for his exemplary integrity.

Under the theme “Say No to Corruption, Commit to the Nation,” 
all NBT-India staff members pledged their allegiance to a corruption-
free environment. The team’s dedication to upholding the highest 
ethical standards resonates with their mission to contribute to the 

nation’s growth and prosperity.
NBT-India remains dedicated to fostering a culture of trust, 

accountability, and unwavering commitment to the principles that 
define the nation.
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`Apni Pathshala' Students Immerse in Reading Bliss

To cultivate a love for reading from a young 
age, students from ‘Apni Pathshala,’ an 
initiative by Shri Ramswaroop Memorial 

University in Lucknow, paid a visit to NBT India’s 
Book Promotion Centre (BPC) located at the 
Vishwavidyalaya Metro Station on 6 October 
2023. Here, young readers delighted in immersing 
themselves in the joy of exploring their favorite 
books.

Spreading Literary Joy from Haryana to Mathura

NBT-India’s Haryana Sachal Pustak Parikrama, which 
embarked on its journey from Panchkula, Haryana, served 
as a beacon of knowledge and enlightenment, fostering 

a deep appreciation for reading and learning among the residents 
of Haryana. After traversing over 14 districts and engaging with 
hundreds of students, teachers, and avid readersin Haryana, the 
Mobile Book Exhibition concluded its journey at Mathura Refinery, 
Uttar Pradesh, on October 4, 2023. The event was inaugurated by 
Shri Ajay Kumar Tiwari, the Executive Director and Refinery Head 

of Mathura Refinery. 

Following the successful culmination of the literary journey, 
NBT-India expressed gratitude for the overwhelming support from 
communities across Haryana. The Sachal Pustak Parikrama not only 
showcased a diverse collection of books but also sparked meaningful 
conversations on the importance of literature and education. Residents, 
students, and educators hailed the initiative for its positive impact 
on cultivating a culture of reading.

PM-YUVA's In! uence on Ink: Young Authors visit NBT-India 

Talented young authors from Modern School, Vasant Vihar, 
showcased their books at the National Book Trust, India  
headquarters. Shri  Yuvraj Malik, Director of 

NBT India, applauded the achievement and advised 
parents on fostering creativity. Each child was 
encouraged to read 10 pages, write 1 page, and speak 
for 2 minutes daily to hone skills.

Prof Milind Marathe, NBT India Chairman, 
interacted with students, discussing the motivations 
behind writing their books. The young authors explored 

NBT India’s Bookshop and the NCCL Library, selecting a book to 
take home. 
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Books on Mahatma Gandhi by NBT-India

What Is Hinduism? (English)
Mahatma Gandhi
ISBN 978-81-237-0927-7
Rs. 110.00

Gandhi: Ek Jiwani (Hindi)
Krishna Kripalani
ISBN 978-81-237-2167-5A
Rs. 50.00

Stories From Bapu’s Life (Malyalam)
Uma Shankar Joshi
ISBN 978-81-237-3246-6
Rs. 45.00

Gandhi-Tattva- Shatakam (Sanskrit)
Mangesh Venkatesh Nadkarni
ISBN 978-81-237-8093-1
Rs. 90.00

Gandhi’s India Unity in Diversity (English)
National Committee For Gandhi Centenary
ISBN 978-81-237-5213-6
Rs. 100.00

Gandhi Patel
Neeraj Singh
ISBN 978-81-237-5556-4
Rs. 195.00

Gandhiji And His Disciples
Jayant Pandya
ISBN 978-81-237-1116-4
Rs. 100.00

Gandhi Warrior Of Non-Violence
P D Tandon
ISBN 978-81-237-9036-7
Rs. 135.00

Gandhi The Writer
Bhabani Bhattacharya
ISBN 978-81-237-3792-8
Rs. 260.00

A Study of Gandhi’s Basic Education
(English)
Henry Fagg
ISBN 978-81-237-3969-4
Rs. 50.00

Mahatma Gandhi Ke Vichar (Hindi)
R. K Prabhu & U.R Rao
ISBN 978-81-237-0985-7
Rs. 260.00

In commemoration of the birth anniversary of the Nation’s Father, M.K. Gandhi, we present a curated collection of books published by the 
National Book Trust that delve into the life and legacy of Bapu.

Mahatma Gandhi Ate Jawaharlal Nehru 
(Punjabi)
Dharampal Singhal and Baldev Singh Baddan
ISBN 978-81-237-4483-8
Rs. 110.00
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Book Excerpt
Gandhi: A Life by Krishna Kriplani

On the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti (2 October 2023), NBT-India pays homage to one of the greatest and most interesting personalities in the world. 
The following excerpt is taken from NBT-India’s publication, “Gandhi: A Life” by Krishna Kriplani.

In his very first public utterance in Delhi, Gandhi 
made no secret of his sense of disappointment 
what he could see no one among Muslim, Sikh 

or Hindu leaders who could help him to control the 
unruly elements in their respective communities, 
A sad confession which was an indirect and veiled 
compliment to the emotional and volatile bengali 
who, if he was capable of sinking low, was also 
capable of rising high.

Great was the misery which met his eye 
wherever Gandhi went visiting the improvised 
camps of Hindu and Sikh refugees from Pakistan 
or Muslim evacuees waiting anxiously to be sent to 
Pakistan; but what pained him even more than the 
plight of the unhappy victims was the fire of anger 
that burned in their eyes, the lust for vengence 
that seemed to gnaw at their hearts. What they 
had suffered as innocents, they itched to inflict on 
other innocents. ‘Have the citizens of Delhi gone 
mad?’ the Mahatma cried out in anguish. ‘Have they no humanity 
left in them?’

What was happening in the capital of free India outraged not only 
his humanity but his pride as well. He was proud of India as the land 
of tolerance and charity, the age old laboratory of unity in diversity, 
the nursery, as he put it, of many blended cultures and civilizations. 
‘If India fails, Asia dies,’ he said. Delhi should hold aloft the banner 
of civilized behaviour, irrespective of what Pakistan did. ‘Then only 
can it claim the proud priviledge of having broken the vicious circle 
of private revenge and retaliation.’

But his words seem to have lost their old magic. In the 
undivided India the Muslims had vilified him as their Arch Enemy, 
wily Hindu who pretended to be their friend so as to dupe them 
the better. It was now the Hindus’ turn to malign him as the 
Mussulman Number One who was less concerned with the Hindu 
sufferers than with the fate of those who had wilfully brought 
about this suffering.

Gandhi could sense this change in people’s temper and attitude. 
His sleep, always calm and innocent like a babe’s, began to be troubled 
by unpleasant dreams – now of a Hindu mob invading his room, now 
of a Muslim mob, and he expostulating with them or chiding them. 
‘Sleeping or waking, I can think of nothing else.’

So intense was his anguish at the moral depravity around him that 

he who recited the Gita every day and was never 
tired of propogating its doctrine of equanimity, 
of rising above the pair of opposites, the flux of 
good and evil, was unable to live up to it when 
he needed its support the most. He did his duty, 
indeed, every minute of his waking hours, but 
was he indifferent to the fruit thereof, as the Gita 
enjoined? He recognized this failure in himself, if 
failure it was, and confessed, ‘If one has completely 
merged oneself with Him, he should be content 
to leave good and bad, success and failure to Him 
and be careful for nothing. I feel I have not attained 
that state and therefore, my striving is incomplete.’

When congratulations poured in from all over 
the world on 2 October which marked his 78th 
birthday, he asked if it would not have been more 
appropriate to offer condolences. His request to all 
his well-wishers was to pray that either the present 
horror should end ‘or He should take me away. I do 

not wish another birthday to overtake me in an India still in flames.’
He confessed that his earlier, oft-repeated ‘desire to live for 125 

years had completely vanished as a result of this continued fratricide. 
I do not want to be a helpless witness of it.’

This unbearable agony was, no doubt, a measure of his moral 
sensibility, of his love for his people and his pride in their spiritual 
heritage; perhaps, it was also aggravated and made somewhat 
morbid by his failing health, his persistent cough, lack of sufficient 
sleep and by a gnawing awareness that having won all the previous 
battles he was losing the last one. He was too honest and too 
magnanimous to find fault with others and not with himself. 
‘There must be some subtle flaw somewhere in my conception and 
practice of truth and ahimsa of which this is the result,’ he said. ‘I 
mistook the nonviolence of the weak, which is no non-violence at 
all, for true non-violence. Perhaps God purposely blinded me. I 
should rather say that I was blind. I could not see.’ Although the 
fury of violence and lawlessness had considerably abated since 
he arrived on the scene in early September, Gandhi was far from 
satisfied, knowing that the comparative calm was more outward 
than real. As he wrote to a correspondent on the new year day 
of 1948, ‘The city is quiet for fear of the police. But there is fire 
of anger in the hearts of the people. I must either perish in that 
fire or put it out. I do not yet see a third course.’

Gandhi: A Life
Krishna Kripalani

ISBN 978-81-237-0646-7
Rs 155.00
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NBT-India's Online Publishing Course is Back"

NBT-India has 
reintroduced its 
highly regarded 

Online Course in Book 
Publishing, running from 
October 28, 2023, through 
February 4, 2024. This 
comprehensive initiative 
wa r m ly  we l comed 
participants to delve into the 
multifaceted dimensions of 
book publishing, guided by 
esteemed professionals from 
renowned publishing houses and industry experts.

Aspiring individuals were encouraged to seize the opportunity and enhance their weekends 
by enrolling in this enriching course, widely acknowledged as one of the most engaging 
programs in the realm of Book Publishing.

Odisha Mobile Book Exhibition 
Sparks Literary Fervor Among 
Students

Students across Odisha 
reveled in the literary feast 
presented by the Odisha 

Mobile Book Exhibition. The 
diverse range of books on 
display attracted readers of 
all ages, fostering a vibrant 
reading culture and encouraging 
a profound appreciation for 
literature throughout the region.
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ªEk Tareekh-Ek Ghantaº Initiative

On October 1st, NBT India spearheaded the “Ek Tareekh 
- Ek Ghanta” initiative, rallying readers and students 
for a collective push towards cleanliness. Responding 

to Honourable Prime Minister Modi’s call and paying homage 
to Mahatma Gandhi, participants made this event a resounding 
success. NBT India extends heartfelt thanks for the enthusiastic 
involvement, emphasizing the shared commitment to a cleaner, 
healthier India. 


