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Ganga Pustak Parikrama 2.0: 3-Month Long

“Mjght)/ waters Qf Ganga, the holy river,
Beauty of my nation, my mother - the giver,
Breaking all barriers, your eternal flow,
Inspires generations to learn and grow.
The Pustak Parikrama is an ode to you;

1o make India shine brighter, herald the new.”

he enthralling second edition
I of NBT-India’s Ganga Pustak
Parikrama, inaugurated by
Smt. Debashree Mukherjee, Secretary,
Department of Water Resources, River
Development & Ganga Rejuvenation,
Ministry of Jal Shakti and Shri G Asok
Kumar, Director General, National Mission
for Clean Ganga embarked on its three-
month odyssey from the pristine Gangotri
on 7 November 2023.
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Literary Odyssey along the Banks of River Ganga
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Navigating through the ancient towns

and bustling cities that line the Ganges —
Uttarkashi, Rishikesh, Haridwar, Bijnor,
Meerut, Aligarh, Farrukhabad, Kanpur,
Prayagraj, Mirzapur, Varanasi, Chhapra,

Patna, Begusarai, Sultanganj, Bhagalpur,
Sahibganj, Baharampur, Kolkata, and Haldia
— the Parikrama promises to unveil the soul




of the river before it culminates in its grand finale
at Gangasagar on 11 January 2024.

The literary pilgrimage commenced at the
cthereal Gangotri Ghat, where Kusum Rana, EO,
Uttarkashi and Harish Semwal, President of Shri
Panch Mandir Samiti Gangotri inaugurated the
journey. Sanskrit Vidyapeeth and Degree College
students from Uttarkashi were serenaded by
folk singer Dinesh Bhatt, who filled the air with
rich melodies inspired by the Ganga. The mobile
exhibition, a roving treasure trove of words, then
set its course for Uttarkashi.

On 8 November, the Mobile Book Exhibition
gracefully descended upon Uttarkashi for the second
leg of its journey. Shri Abhishek Ruhela, Uttarkashi District Magistrate,

inaugurated the exhibition, encouraging everyone to join NBT-India’s
Book Not Bouquet (BNB) campaign. Local readers explored the
exhibition, discovering literary gems in Hindi, English, Urdu, and
other Indian languages, including Kumaoni and Garhwali.

Riding the currents of enthusiasm, the Parikrama flowed into
Rishikesh. The curious minds of both children and adults in Rishikesh
delved into the Mobile Book Exhibition, and their passion for learning

was mirrored in the pages they explored.

Then the Ganga Pustak Parikrama graced the Devbhoomi
Haridwar, where Shri Pyarelal Shah, Additional District Magistrate
(Executive), Haridwar, hoisted its literary sails once more.

The journey didn’t merely unfold pages but chapters
of awareness and education as well. NBT-India orchestrated
educational programs, including a painting competition on ‘River
Ganga’ and a storytelling session at Madhav Rao Devale Shiksha
Mandir, located on the banks of Ganga at Chandighat captivating
the students with tales narrated by children’s litterateurs Mr.
Mukesh Nautiyal and Mr. Nand Kishore Hatwal, weaving in

biodiversity awareness.

Students voraciously consumed the knowledge displayed in the
exhibition vehicle, turning each page with anticipation.

After visiting Bijnor and Meerut, NBT-India’s Ganga Pustak
Parikrama gracefully arrived at its seventh destination, Aligarh. Smt.
Akanksha Rana, Chief Development Officer, of Almora, inaugurated
the exhibition. Here, a series of educational activities unfolded -
storytelling sessions, drawing competitions - engaging students of
Saraswati Vidya Mandir School and Brilliant Public School. Notable
personalities like Shri Nishchal Sharma, Shri Dilip Kumar, Dr.

Prem Kumar, and Shri Ram Snchi heightened awareness about the

Ganga’s cleanliness. A seminar on the ‘Importance of the River
Ganga’ echoed through the hallowed halls of the Student Welfare
Office, Aligarh Muslim University, delving into the cultural and

religious essence of the Ganga.

With poetic grace, the exhibition then graced Farrukhabad before
imprinting the soil of Kanpur on 30 November 2023.

The Ganga Pustak Parikrama 2.0 unfolds its lyrical journey,
skillfully navigating each turned page, leading us closer to the
crescendo awaiting at Gangasagar.

Riding the waves, the vessel of knowledge keeps sailing,

Unperturbed by storms, whether it’s sunshine or raining.
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NBT-India Hosts Literary Event

elebrating the beauty of Ganga in Uttarakhand through books,
stories, and literature. On the occasion of Uttarakhand
Foundation Day, NBT India organized a storytelling
session and painting competition on ‘Impact of Ganga on Culture
and Society’ for the students of Shri Vishwanath Postgraduate

Sanskrit College at Uttarkashi, under its Ganga Pustak Parikrama

where the famous storyteller of Uttarkashi, Shri Mahavir Ravalta,
narrated his self-written story ‘Paani Hi To Hai’ to the children.
Young readers present at the venue also read and bought books
of their interest from the exhibition. The mobile book exhibition
is all set to showcase its vast collection of books to the readers

of Hrishikesh.
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NBT-India Shines at Sharjah

he 42nd edition of the [N

Sharjah International |-

Book Fair, organized
by the Sharjah Book Authority,
delivered an extraordinary
celebration of literature, culture,
and global influences under the
theme “We Speak Books.” The
fair brought together an illustrious lineup of renowned authors, film
celebrities, leaders, and global influencers, including Nobel Prize
Laureates and top-selling authors from around the world.

With 2033 publishers representing 109 countries, the event
showcased a diverse range of literary offerings. South Korea took
center stage as the guest of honor at the fair this year, adding to the
cultural richness of the event. Among the highlights was the Collective
Stand of Indian Publishers by NBT-India. Located in Hall 7, the Indian
Pavilion emerged as one of the main attractions, pulsating with
energy and contributing to the vibrant atmosphere of the 12-day
extravaganza. Visitors
showed keen interest
in the NBT-India stall,
with books by notable
figures such as India’s
honorable Prime

Minister Narendra

Modi, Rabindranath Tagore,
and Mahatma Gandhi in great
demand, reflecting the enduring
appeal of Indian literature and
thought.

Young Readers of Alhuda
Kindergarten School, Dubai

and India International School,
Sharjah turned their day into a literary adventure, immersing
themselves in a diverse range of books offered by NBT-India. The
Indian Pavilion is a vibrant and bustling hub at Sharjah International
Book Fair, representing the rich literary diversity of the country. With
47 publishers in its delegation, it showcases an impressive array of
books and literature from renowned names such as the National Book
Trust of India, Mathrubhoomi Books, Malayala Manorama Green
Books Private Limited, Chintha Publishers, Wisdom Publication, DC
Press, Ivory Books, Haritham Books, Olive Publications, and many
others. The pavilion buzzes with literary enthusiasts, authors, and

readers, creating an

engaging atmosphere
where visitors from
all age groups can
explore the best of
Indian literature and

publishing.
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Keraleeyam - The Biggest Celebration of Kerala

he Government of Kerala hosted Keraleeyam at

the Kerala Niyama Sabha from November 1 to

November 7, 2023. It is an annual event designed
to showcase the world-class features of Kerala to the global
community. The Book Fest attracted literary enthusiasts
into a realm of words and ideas. This event celebrated the
written word through engaging discussions, book launches,
and a rich collection of literary works.

It also featured a notable presence from NBT-India,
which displayed an extensive collection of books covering
literature, science, technology, environment, biographies,
and fiction in English, Malayalam, and other Indian
languages. The event was inaugurated by the Honorable
Speaker of the Kerala Legislative Assembly, Shri A. N.
Shamseer.

Keraleeyam witnessed over 200 publishers, with book
launches, discussions, and a diverse gathering of esteemed guests
and internationally renowned authors. The event featured engaging

seminars, thought-provoking panel discussions, and exclusive
opportunities to connect with prolific writers, making it an
extraordinary literary spectacle.

South Asia International Book Fair 2023: NBT-India Showcases Rich

Cultural Bonds in Kathmandu

he inaugural South Asia
International Book Fair
2023 unfolded against
the backdrop of Kathmandu,
Nepal, spanning from 21 to
25 November 2023. From the
sacred realms of Pashupatinath
to the coastal allure of Puri, the
spiritual aura of Kashi to the

vibrant ambiance of Kathmandu, and the historical significance
of Bodhgaya to the iconic presence of Boudhanath, the tapestry of
India and Nepal’s interconnected history was woven with threads

of culture, spirituality, tradition, and literature.

our two nations.

NBT-India took immense
pride in celebrating this shared
heritage! The event welcomed
the esteemed presence of Shri
Jhalanath Khanal, former Prime
Minister of Nepal, who graced
NBT-India stall and became a
recipient of a curated set of books,
aligning with our distinctive

“Books Not Bouquet” campaign. The NBT-India showcased an
extensive array of books, featuring over 50 Nepali titles that
beautifully encapsulated the diverse cultural narrative binding

Urdu Translation Workshop: Bridging Cultures Through Linguistic

Expressions

three-day Urdu Translation
Workshop was inaugurated at
NBT-India’s Headquarters by

Prof. Milind Marathe, Chairman of NBT-
India. During the event, he expressed
his views on translation, emphasizing
the significance of linguistic values and

culture over language. The workshop,

which included 20 scholars and writers

proficient in Urdu, successfully aimed to translate 40 titles
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from English to Urdu. Among the
distinguished attendees were Ghazanfar
Ali, a renowned Urdu fiction writer, and
Maria Mahlawat, an expert in the French
language and a fiction writer for both
children and adults. The inaugural session
was followed by a ‘Book Launch’ event,
where two books, namely “Gudiyon Ki
Nani” by Zakir Mashadi and “Nayi Maa”

by Mariam Karim Ahlawat, were introduced to the audience.



NBT-India Inspires Creativity in Rishikesh

n 14th November 2023, NBT-India organized a
vibrant celebration at Vande Mataram Kunj,
Talla Gangabhogpur (Orphanage), operated
by Divya Prem Seva Mission in Rishikesh. The event,
part of the Ganga Pustak Parikrama initiative, featured

engaging painting and essay writing competitions aimed

at fostering creativity and awareness among the children.

Esteemed litterateur Shri Shashi Bhushan Badoni graced the
occasion, sharing profound insights on water conservation
and distributing books as prizes to the talented winners.
In addition to the enriching activities, young readers had
the opportunity to explore a diverse selection of NBT-India
books showcased at the mobile book exhibition, sparking

further curiosity and iearning among the eager readers.

06

Books with stories rooted in
Indian culture and heritage

Today's list of books provide a glimpse of India and its beautiful and vibrant
culture. The Story of Krishna teaches us about Lord Krishna's life and teachings.
Sail on the Ganges and educate yourself about the river's importance and
need for conservation in Voyage of Ganga. An insightful read titled Kumbh
takes readers to the world's largest religious gathering, the Kumbh Mela.
Another named Diwali explores traditions of the festival of lights.

Hindustan Times i KALEIDOSCOPE

STORY OF KRISHNA

NEW DELHI
FRIDAY
NOVEMBER 24, 2023

Author: Manoj Das

This book delves into the timeless and enchanting tales of Lord &2

Krishna, one of the most revered figures in Hindu mythology.

into the life and exploits of Krishna, his divine plays, and the
profound teachings he imparted. It sheds light on the deep

spiritual and cultural significance they hold in Indian heritage. 7/

The book is a beautiful tribute to Lord Krishna and a great
way to learn about his incredible stories. One of the most
widely revered Hindu deities, Lord Krishna is a central
character in the Mahabharata and the Bhagavad Gita.

spectacle, shedding light on its
historical and cultural significance. Anita
Bhatnagar Jain's narrative captures the
spiritual fervour, rituals, and the sheer
magnitude of the event. It not only offers
acomprehensive understanding of the
Kumbh Mela but also provides a glimpse
into the rich tapestry of India's spiritual
heritage. Kumbh s a valuable resource
for those intrigued by India's diverse
traditions and massive congregations.

and what makes it so special. With simple
and engaging storytelling, the book helps
you learn about Goa and all the amazing
things it has to offer, from stunning
beaches to its unique culture. It's like
having a friendly tour guide to help you
explore and apprediate the beauty and
charm of Goa. Read this book to travel
vicariously to India's most popular holiday
destination and learn all about Goa,
India's smallest state by size.

tion, this book takes the readerona
journey from the scenic heights of Gang-
otri to the vibrant port city of Haldia,
where each narrative unfolds a distinctive
chapter intertwining the cultural, histori-
cal, and environmental essence of the river.
Follow the adventures of our youthful
protagonists — Tehri, Alkaa, Sourabh, and
Anaya — as the stories illuminate the
river's profound impact on the people
and cities along its meandering course.

KUMBH GOAASTORY OF MY
e e WONDERLAND VOYAGE OF GANGA DIWALI
Author: Shashi Shetye Author: Ravi Paranjape
This book is a capti- Explore the
vating exploration Goa A Story of my captivating Thisisadelight- «
of the world's Wonderland isa tales hand- ful and cultur-
largest religious delightful book picked from ally rich explo-
gathering, the thattakesyou __ the banks of ration of the
Kumbh Mela. The onajourney e river Ganga festival of
book takes readers to Goa. It foryoung lights. Through
onavividand features stories readers in evocative i f
informative about Goa, the book Voyage illustrations, el
journey through describing its of Ganga. Creating awareness about the the book immerses young e —
this grand beautiful nature, history, River Ganga and the need forits conserva- | readers in the vibrant and diverse tradi-

tions of Diwali. This book captures the
essence of this celebrated festival, high-
lighting its significance, rituals, and the
spirit of togetherness that it embodies.
Diwaliis not only a visual treat but also a
valuable resource for anyone interested in
understanding the cultural and spiritual
dimensions of this important Indian
festival, making it a cherished addition to
the literature on Diwali. Delight yourself in
this celebration of the festival of Diwali.
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Books for Children by NBT-India

NBT-India’s children’s books are loved for their great stories, beautiful pictures, and diverse topics. In observance of Children’s Day month, we
present some children’s books published by NBT-India. The titles are available at www.nbtindia.gov.in, and in NBT bookstores across India
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Kumar Anupam

ISBN 978-93-5743-846-9

3 65.00

Anath Bandhu Chattopadhyay
ISBN 978-93-5743-108-8
3 80.00

One Night

Cheryl Rao

ISBN 978-935743-398-3
3 80.00

T YA QT 91 Bl
Sudha Upadhyay

ISBN 978-93-549-1865-0

3 130.00

o o B gIb

Dipak Praharaj

ISBN 978-81-237-7316-2
3 75.00

Notes of the Flute
Meenakshee Swami

ISBN 978-93-5743-042-5
3 55.00
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Renu Saini

ISBN 978-81-237-9510-2

3 50.00

arRfaf

Nalini Bera

ISBN 978-93-5743-105-7
3 50.00

|l &1 48D

Vinayak

ISBN 978-93-5743-667-0
390.00

AH< dIcd blell dIad
Ratantanu Ghati

ISBN 978-93-5743-106-4

7 80.00

When Sports Values Win the Race
Yuvraj Malik

ISBN 978-93-5743-595-6

3 60.00

IdEadl Hed

Chandan Yadav

ISBN 978-93-5743-096-8
3 60.00



Book Excerpt
The Cuckoo Sings on the Chir

Launched in 2021, the PM YUVA Scheme fosters emerging writers, enriching India’s literary scene. Below is an excerpt of a book from
PM YUVA 1.0 Series.

This book forms part of a series developed under the Prime
Minister’s Scheme for Mentoring Young Authors-YUVA (Young,
Upcoming and Versatile Authors). The Scheme envisages to train
young authors of below 30 years to promote reading, writing
and book culture in the country and also to project India and
Indian writings globally. It was launched during 2021-22 by the
Ministry of Education, Government of India to commemorate
75 years of India’s Independence with National Book Trust, India
as the Implementing Agency under the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
programme. The books published under the series revolve around
the Theme of National Movement of India with focus on Unsung
Heroes, Unknown and Forgotten Places and their role in freedom
struggle in genres like fiction, non-fiction, biography, etc. The
authors, selected under the Scheme. through an All-India Contest
carried out in all 22 Official Indian languages and English, were
mentored by eminent. authors/subject experts to develop their
original selected book proposals into full-fledged books with
support of scholarships by the National Book Trust, India.

t 12:30 in the afternoon Maaji ritually sat in her veranda

plucking those odd chin hairs with the same pair of tweezers

she had held onto for the last ten years. Her prized tool
showed all signs of ageing. It was no longer sharp but made soft
from years of use and it glittered as brightly as polished silver. Maaji
too had aged, but in a different way. Unlike her smooth and shiny
tweezers, her face had shriveled like a dried raisin. The lines ran in
all directions, extending from her forehead to her neck. The pores
on her face were visibly larger, just like the pictures of craters on the
moon in the science textbook that her grandson Vaibhav had once
pointed out. Her face had become smaller after she lost all her teeth
and she continuously moved her mouth like a ruminating cow to ease
her itching gums. Her hair had become thin and white but in the sun
it changed to a brilliant silvery hue. There were patches of baldness
on the corners of the forchead from decades of tightly combing her
hair into a neatly oiled plait that now tapered like the rear end of a
snake. In contrast to her face however, her back was still fair and soft
with a tiny mole on the left shoulder, untouched by decrepitude of
age. Her granddaughter Ratna, as she rubbed talcum powder on her
grandmother’s back everyday, always wondered how two parts of
the same person could be so different. Maaji’s palms were still pink
and smooth unlike the back of her hands. She was old and frail, but

she was entirely beautiful. Her touch felt like the warmth of embers

fired up in the sigriZ on a cold winter night of Poonch when the air
was so chilly that all one wanted [T SERiES
was to huddle close to the burning

coal and warm the bones.

As she would sit at her
designated, comfortable brown
chair with a cushioned bottom
that many regarded as a luxury, she
would be greeted with a Namaste
by all sorts of people walking
on the road. The reverence

for the old grandmother was

OO0
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EKSHU SHARMA

immutable, both for her age and
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Maaji. From beggars to the saffron PM-YUVA SERIES

The Cuckoo Sings on the
Chir (English)
Ekshu Sharma
ISBN: 978-93-5491-886-5
Rs. 255.00

clothed monks collecting seva3 to
go to Kashi, to the man looking
for money with the excuse of
marrying his sixth or seventh
daughter, one forgot how many
he had from his three wives, Maaji
handed out a couple of coins from the pocket stitched onto her
undershirt to everyone as the eager seckers would chat while
waiting for their fair share of money. From the neighbourhood
gossip Sarla and her twenty five year old son who was amusingly
still called Kaka4 to Saifa the maid, everyone loved to talk with
Maaji about the happenings in the neighbourhood, the city and
their own lives. Everyday she sat and looked onto the road and
dozens of pedestrians would bow their head in reverence if they
caught her looking at them. While conversations varied, there was
one thing common in her treatment of everyone she exchanged
two words with. Every greeting was reciprocated with Maaji’s
insistence that the speaker must come in and have some food. Those
who were hungry and most of them would be quite so from all the
walking as public transport was limited and private vehicles were
mostly unheard of, gladly devoured the rajma chawal5 offered
to them. Others would politely tell her about the meal they just
had but on repeated insistence which was more often than not,
they had to shove just a little more into their mouths instead of
continuously saying no to the seventy five-year-old grandmother
of the neighbourhood. Maaji was at that stage in her life when

she didn’t have to enter the kitchen anymore.
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New Delhi World Book Fair 2024:
Celebrating India’s Multilingual
Tapestry in Literature

n a celebration

of India’s ﬁ%m &
rich cultural S e o canon

tapestry, the
upcoming New
Delhi World
Book Fair 2024
promises a
mesmerizing

journey through

the country’s

NEW DELHI
WORLD BOOK FAIR

10-18 February 2024 o Pragati Maidan

diverse linguistic
landscape.
With the theme
“Multilingual

An initiative of
NATIONAL BOOK TRUST, INDIA

India: A Living Tradition,” the event aims to showcase the literary
gems that contribute to the vibrant mosaic of Indian heritage. From
the enchanting fables of Panchatantra to the timeless narrative
of Ramayana, the adventurous spirit of Jataka tales to the epic
saga of Silappatikaram, and the legendary folklore encapsulated in
Aithihyamala, India’s literary wealth is a treasure trove waiting to

be explored.

NBT Newsletter is the house magazine of the National
Book Trust, India — an autonomous organisation of the
Ministry of Education, Department of Higher Education,
Government of India.

The views expressed in the signed articles do not
necessarily reflect the official views of the Trust.
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culture, and traditions at the Gomti Book Festival
2023, organized by NBT-India. Taking place from
9 to 17 December at the scenic Gomti Riverfront Park in

Lucknow, this literary fiesta guarantees a week of immersive

But wait, there’s more! NBT-India is also organising
the Pune Book Festival 2023 from 16 to 24 December at
Fergusson College Ground, Pune. Dive into the festivities
with activities for all, including children’s fun, author
meet-and-greets, and numerous book stalls showcasing
regional languages and English literature. Enjoy cultural
performances, literary sessions, and special programs for
children throughout the event.

Join us as we bring books to life and celebrate the

RNI-39456/82

Postal Regd. No. DL-SW-01/4076/21-23
Licenced to post without prepayment.
L.No. U(SW)-21/2021-23

Mailing date: 5/6 Same Month

Date of Publication: 01/11/2023

Posted at LPC, Delhi RMS, Delhi-110006
Total number of pages: 8

The grand festivities will unfold at Pragati Maidan, New
Delhi, from the 10th to the 18th of February 2024. This year,
the Guest of Honour Country is the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Save the dates, and let the pages of India’s linguistic legacy
unfold before you!

Visit the World’s Largest
Book Fair!

Book Fair

Leads.
”»

Citizens Read,
the Country @

NBT-India Readies for Gomti and Pune Book
Festivals 2023 Next Month!

et ready for an unforgettable celebration of books,

i

PUNE BOOK FESTIV:

beauty of literature and culture. Double the excitement, double the literary joy!
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