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Pune Book Festival 2023 Breaks Records!

ational Book Trust India organised
Pune Book Festival from 16 to 24
December 2023 at the Fergusson

College Grounds, marking a significant
milestone in promoting literature and
reading culture. This literary festival garnered
unprecedented attention, reflecting the
growing enthusiasm for books and the
profound impact of such cultural events
on the community. The festival attracted a
diverse audience, with the majority being
school and college students, highlighting its
broad appeal to the youth.

Sharing his vision before the event
started, Prof. Milind Marathe, President of
NBT-India, said, “The Pune Book Festival
2023 will offer a diverse array of activities,
including children’s activitites, cultural
performances, and literary sessions. With
over 250 stalls, a delightful food court, and

specially curated engagement activities for
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University and College students, the festival
will establish a dynamic space for literary
exploration and community connection.”

“With a mission to create a platform
for readers to engage with their favourite
authors, participate in thought-provoking
discussions, and immerse themselves in
the vibrant world of literature, the festival
aims to be a hub of literary interaction and
exploration,” he added.

True to his vision, Pune Book Festival

etched its names in history by bagging four




Guinness World Records. The first record was for the largest reading
activity, where 3066 parents participated, surpassing the previous
record. This achievement was praised by the Hon’ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi, highlighting the importance of promoting a
reading culture through storytelling.

As part of the Book Festival, the second and third world records

g - L =—

were set for the longest word and sentence made of books. Titled

‘Bharat’ and ‘Jaitu Bharat, these compositions were crafted from an
impressive collection of 18,751 copies of the Marathi edition of ‘Exam
Warrior, authored by the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, exceeding the previous record of 11,111 books. The word
‘Bharat’ was created with 7500 books in 22 languages, emphasising
India’s rich multilingualism.

Adding one more feather to the cap, the fourth Guinness World
Record of the largest online video album of people reading aloud
with 11,043 videos was achieved. Swapnil Dangorikar from Guinness
World Records announced the achievements and presented certificates
to NBT-India, recognising its exceptional contributions to literary
and cultural endeavours.

These achievements underscored the festival’s role in promoting
cultural diversity and celebrating the nation’s linguistic heritage on
a global platform. This endeavour not only promoted the book’s
transformative message but also showcased the power of literature

to inspire people.

Narendra Modi &
@narendramodi

Commendabile effort to spread the joys of reading. Compliments to
those involved.

£ National Book Trust, India @ @nbt india - Dec 14 - #
“When citizens Read, the country Leads!*”

Taking ahead Hon"ble PM"s vision of India as a reading nation, the citizens of
Pune accomplished the Guiness World Record of the largest reading activity
on 14 Dec 2023 at SP College, Pune. Celebrating the spirit of books and

reading, a_.
Show more

Talking about the Pune Book
Festival, NBT-India Director, Shri
Yuvraj Malik said, “The idea behind
this book festival is that we should take
our generation back to books. They ¥
should read. As we say, where there is
asoul, there is a story. That story needs
to be told, that story needs to be read
and understood. Storytelling has been

an age-old tradition of Indian values. We are trying to do it by the
power of books, and one book can change your life.”

The festival also featured the event ‘Silence, Pune is Reading,’ a
unique initiative that witnessed active participation from teachers,
students, government employees,
and various organizations. This event
contributed to a city-wide celebration
of reading and literature, reinforcing
Pune’s status as a hub of intellectual
curiosity.

The palpable collective joy and

enthusiasm throughout the festival
underscored the profound impact of
literature and the enduring spirit of the Pune community.

As the curtains closed on this extraordinary gathering, the Pune
Book Festival 2023 stood as a shining example of community spirit

and the enduring power of literature to inspire and unite people

from all walks of life.
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Chﬂdren and book enthusiasts eagerly lined up to capture a
selfie with the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
during the grand event at the Pune Book Festival 2023.The
Selfie Stand, showcasing the book ‘Exam Warriors’ authored by the

Hon’ble Prime Minister, garnered immense attention, especially

from children who received a complimentary copy.

Exam Warrior imparts valuable lessons on navigating life’s
challenges and reframing exams as opportunities rather than
stress-inducing hurdles. Additionally, the Selfie Stand featuring
the Hon’ble Prime Minister holding a copy of the Constitution
of India drew significant crowds, with attendees clamoring to be

the first to snap a picture.

Celebrating Literature, Culture, and Creativity at Pune Book Festival

he Pune Book [ = ) _
Festival 2023 E‘ S sk o
enchanted [ i ) S P

everyone with a
dynamic celebration of
literature, creativity,
and culture, leaving an
indelible imprint on all who participated. Bursting with a kaleidoscope
of activities, from drawing sessions to multilingual storytelling and
workshops on calligraphy and origami, the festival ignited artistic
passion in children.

A highlight of the event was the presence of Yadvinder Singh
Sandhu, the grandson of the revered Shaheed Bhagat Singh. Sandhu
graced the occasion by unveiling the authentic jail diary of Shaheed
Bhagat Singh. Additionally, he launched the book ‘Establishment of
Hindavi Swarajya - Shivaray Chhatrapati Zale, a gesture warmly
received by the enthusiastic students in attendance.

The

welcomed

stage
also
renowned Hindi
poet Dr. Kumar
Vishwas, who
underscored the
poet’s pivotal role
in critiquing societal
norms. His stirring rendition of “Koi Deewana Kehta Hai” struck a
chord with the audience.

From the enchanting Poetry Sangam, a mesmerizing fusion
of English, Marathi, and Hindi-Urdu poetry, to the spellbinding
cultural showcase “Indradhanushya,” curated by the talented students
of Savitribai Phule Pune University, the festival resonated with the

diverse tapestry of India’s cultural heritage.

Furthermore,
the stage came alive
with the vibrant hues
of ‘Colors of India, a
mesmerizing dance
performance that
celebrated the nation’s
rich diversity. Actress
Kulkarni

and dancer Sharvari

Sonalee

Jamenis captivated
audiences with their
breathtaking fusion
dance of Kathak and
Lavani.

A magnificent play
was staged depicting
the coronation of
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj. It was so
captivating that every [
spectator was full of i

praise, feeling as if they

had been transported
back to that historic era for a fleeting moment.

Audiences were enchanted by the spellbinding melodies of folk
music during “ATH HHIT BT ERIER: A Musical Evening’ featuring the
renowned queen of folk, Malini Awasthi.

In essence, the Pune Book Festival 2023 transcended mere
literary appreciation to become a profound celebration of creativity,
heritage, and the enduring power of storytelling, leaving behind a
legacy of inspiration and cultural enrichment for generations to come.
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Gomti Book Festival 2023: Celebrating Books in the Heart of Lucknow

rganised under the theme
‘Books for All’ by the National
Book Trust, India, the nine-day

Cinema Samsaras and how stories from
various regions of India form a tapestry

of language, culture, and value systems.

Gomti Book Festival 2023 hosted about

Phonsok spoke about the cycle of raag
200 publishers from across the country,

and dwesh and how the Indian way of life
offering books for all age groups in the

finds a way to transcend these.
heart of Lucknow from 9 to 17 December Y

NBT-India organised a Go For
Gomti art competition centered around
the theme of “Rivers of India.” Avnish
Kumar Awasthi, Chief Advisor to CMYogi
Adityanath, commended the efforts of

the “Go for Gomti” initiative and offered

2023. Former additional chief secretary
of UP and author Anita Bhatnagar Jain,
Director of NBT-India, Shri Yuvraj Malik,
and Principal Secretary of Medical Health
and Family Welfare, Partha Sarthi Sen
Sharma, inaugurated the event.

A plethora of engaging events catered suggestions for enhancing the cleanliness

to all ages, featuring captivating open- of the “Gomti” river, the lifeline of

mic performances, enlightening literary Lucknow. R] Prateck hosted an engaging

talk with Nidhi Chaphekar, the incredible

author of “Unbroken: The Brussels Terror

sessions, vibrant cultural showcases, and
specially curated activities for children.

In a bid to revive traditional methods and o, .
. - Attack Survivor”. She shared her terrific
foster a deeper connection with literature,

one of the activities for children was a experiences of powerfully emerging as the

workshop on the art of letter writing. sole survivor of the Brussels bomb blast.

As part of the Author’s Corner, a
captivating dialogue unfolded on ‘T
HT 37 AT A & Prerad v,
Dr. Rajesh Kumar Vyas, a distinguished

Equipped with a kit comprising registered
mail materials, they were guided through
the process of addressing envelopes and
the significance of affixing stamps. The
bustling queues at Kitab Gali’s children’s travel writer, engaged in an enlightening
book counter underscored their popularity exchange with renowned journalist and

during the fair.
& author Ashutosh Shukla. Reflecting on
Children’s books emerged as the best- .
the essence of travel narratives, Dr. Vyas

selling category, closely trailed by fiction, B L
remarked, “Travel writing isn’t just

mythology, self-help, and a diverse array

of other genres. In addition to boasting an about describing destinations; it’s about

sharing the author’s personal journey

extensive collection of books spanning 70
regional languages, the festival garnered and experiences. It’s in these cherished
notable interest in works authored by accounts where the magic of exploration
renowned writers.

Blind students, who visited the stall of

the National Institute for the Empowerment

truly comes alive.”

Speaking on the success of Gomti
Book Festival, ShriYuvraj Malik, Director,
NBT-India, said, “Children and youth are
the future of the country and books are

of Persons with Visual Disability, were given
a free braille book each. This initiative was

highly praised because buyers said that

. . . for everyone. To conn is generation
Braille books are not easily available. or everyone. lo connect this generatio

. . with books, there is a need to make
The evenings were full of fun as various

cultural performances enthralled the the availability of books accessible and
this festival is an important step in this
direction.” He also exhorted the children

to demand books as their birthday presents

visitors. Literary sessions at ‘Lekhak Ganj’

brought together well-known personalities

working in the field to promote reading,
The Festival also witnessed Phonsok Ladakhi, a renowned  from their parents, and not any toys and such things, because the books

filmmaker, teacher, singer, and yoga instructor from Ladakh, discussing and the knowledge they gain will remain with them forever.
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Hon’ble Prime Minister Visits the NBT-India Bookstall at Kashi-Tamil Sangamam

BT-India organised a symphony of storytelling, cultural
exchange, and educational enrichment at the Kashi-Tamil
Sangamam in Varanasi, leaving an indelible mark on the
cager minds of students from various institutions.
In a significant engagement, the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi visited the NBT-India stall.
He glanced through a Pocket Quiz Book tailored for school
children, focusing on the rich connection between Kashi and Tamil
culture. This initiative underscores the government’s commitment to

fostering cultural exchanges and preserving India’s diverse heritage.

Hon’ble Prime Minister was briefed on bilingual books
published by NBT-India as part of the National Education Policy.
This move aligns with the government’s vision of nurturing a
multilingual educational environment, ensuring inclusivity and
accessibility for all learners.

The special Kashi Tamil Sangamam Book Case was presented
to the Hon’ble Prime Minister, showcasing the vibrant cultural
fusion it represents. Additionally, he was informed about NBT-

India’s proactive steps in realizing his vision of gifting books over

bouquets.

Enthralling Tales: Storytelling Session at Kashi-Tamil Sangamam

arious fun activities

were conducted

by NBT-India at
the Kashi-Tamil Sangamam
in Varanasi for students
at NaMo Ghat instilling
in them a spirit of shared
heritage. A story telling
session was organised
on 23 December 2023.

Varanasi storyteller, Anupam
narrated an engaging story
on the life and experiences
of Kabir Das to the students
of D.A.V Inter College.
As the event concluded,
it left a lasting impression
on attendees, inspiring a
renewed appreciation for

India’s rich cultural tapestry.
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India @ 75 Series by NBT-India

On the 16th of December every year, we celebrateVijay Diwas, commemorating India’s historic victory in the 1971 war. Here are some titles that illuminate

the bravery of freedom fighters. These titles can be found at www.nbtindia.gov.in and are also available at NBT-India bookstores across the country.

Rani Chennamma
Sadashiva Wodeyar

ISBN 978-93-549-1158-3
Rs 210.00

Kanaklata Barua
Shiela Bora

ISBN 978-93-549-1116-3
Rs 160.00

Kazi Nazrul Islam
Basudha Chakravarty
ISBN 978-93-549-1119-4
Rs 145.00

Gopabandhu Das
Shreeram Chandra Dash
ISBN 978-93-549-1032-6
Rs 205.00

Tanguturi Prakasam

P Rajeswara Rao

ISBN 978-93-549-1205-4
Rs 115.00

Subramania Bharati
Prema Nandakumar
ISBN 978-81-237-9988-9
Rs 215.00
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Masterda Surya Sen
Praveen Sharma

ISBN 978-93-549-1181
Rs 115.00

Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi
Dhananjay Chopra

ISBN 9978-93-549-1503-1

Rs 240.00

Lokraj Ke Loknayak
Rakesh kumar

ISBN 978-81-237-9973-5
Rs 280.00

TatyaTope

Indumati Sheorey

ISBN 978-81-237-3792-8
Rs 145.00

Unsung Anglo-Manipur War Heroes
At Kalapani

Shukhdeba Sharma Hanjabam &
Aheibam Koireng Singh

ISBN 978-93-549-1182-8
Rs 190.00

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
Vishnu Prabhakar

ISBN 978-93-549-1141-5
Rs 105.00



Book Excerpt
Deeds of Gallantry: Fifty Years of the 1971 Victory

In commemoration of Vijay Diwas month, NBT-India pays homage to the courageous heroes of the 1971 war.
The following excerpt is taken from NBT-India’s publication, ‘Deeds of Gallantry: Fifty Years of the 1971 Victory.

The India-Pakistan War of 1971 lasted for fourteen days. Pakistani
forces in East Pakistan were convincingly defeated. In the west,
a large area of Pakistani territory including 1,243 sq km in
Jammu and Kashmir, 968 sq km in Punjab and 12,341 sq km in
Rajasthan was captured by Indian troops. For the War of 1971,
India had to pay a heavy price both in terms of men and resources.
The Indian Armed Forces suffered a total of 12189 casualties,
including 2998 in killed. The Pakistani casualties exceeded 13,000
in killed and 20,000 in wounded and 93,000 in Prisoners of War.
About six hundred officers and men of the Indian Army were
decorated with gallantry awards after the war. Of these, four
carned the Param Vir Chakra, seventy-six the Maha Vir Chakra
and 513 the Vir Chakra.The war on the eastern front ended with
unconditional surrender by Pakistani forces at 1630 hrs on 16

December.

he Hilli town was located in the north westem sector of East
I Pakistan, spread over on either side of the border.

It was of vital strategic importance and hence Pak Commander
expected his men to defend the complex at all cost. For the Indians it
was the gateway to Hilli- Gaibanda-Bogra axis. Further, its occupation
was considered necessary to isolate the Pakistani forces from rest
of the East Pakistan.

On the Indian side the area was densely populated and build up.
On the other side it was less populated and full of paddy and jute
crops with a large number of groves and ponds. Preparing for war
the Pakistani army destroyed the villages on their side of the border
and evacuated the civilians to deny any shelter to Mukti Bahini
(Bangladeshis who fought along with Indians) and Indian army. The
Pakistani forces were well prepared and pre-stocked in these build
up areas. The narrow lanes were used to place minefields in zig-zag
direction and grenades. The pre-conditions of the town provided the
Pakistani forces an advantageous position. In fact they had turned the
town into a strong fortress to thwart any attack.

It is notable that the battle of Hilli had actually started on 22
November 1971, much before the commencement of War on 3
December. The battle was fought in two phases. The first phase
lasted from 22 to 25 November and the second phase from 8 to 11
December 1971. In between some clashes followed. The battle is
considered as one of the most pitched battles fought in the build-up
areas during India-Pakistan War of 1971.

Initially, the Indian Army avoided to go across the border. But after
the Pakistani army started shelling Hilli and Balurghat on 1 November.

GOC-in C, Eastern Command decided
to retaliate and the task was entrusted to
to 8 Guards with 5 Garhwal as reserve.
But later the objective was changed
to capturing Northern Hilli including

Fifty Years of
the 1971 Victoi
Naopara, Morapara and Basudeopur ——

Edited by ¢
AMUESHKUMAR MISHRA

villages and not the whole Hilli complex,
realising that a single battalion may not
be able to do it. Further, the movement
of the tanks over weak bridges and

muddy terrain was an additional

problem.
22 November was fixed for the Deeds of Gallantry:
. Fifty Years of the 1971
commencement of the operation. The A .
Victory(English)

plan of the attack was prepared by the  Anlesh Kumar Mishra &

Partha Sengupta
ISBN: 978-81-237-9825-7
Rs. 260.00

Commander of 202 Mountain Brigade,
Brigadier Farhad Bhatty, who had earlier
shown promise in the battle of Khem
Karan in 1965. Three battalions of 202 Mountain Brigade fought the
battle of Hilli with a squadron of 63 cavalry in support.

Phase-I
Operation in Naopara
On the night of 22 November the Indian Army quitely moved into East
Pakistan negotiating the nullahs, paddy fields and finally the Jamuna
river through a bamboo bridge. To maintain silence, bullock carts
were used to carry the loads. Naopara was attacked with one company
held by a platoon of Pakistanis. The surprised Pakistanis withdrew in
good time, abandoning some equipment and ammunition. The Indian
side suffered some casualties due to minefields.
Operation in Morapara
Another company launched an attack to secure Morapara. The
position was mined with anti-tank and anti personnel mines. Wires
and traps made of grenades gave additional cover to the defenders.
This slowed the advance of the company. At this juncture a young
Lance Naik Ram Ugrah Pandey came into action. Unmindful of his
personal safety, he lobbed a grenade into the enemy bunker on the
advancing line and then silenced an enemy recoilless gun (RCL).
Lance Naik Pandey moved along the most threatened flank to keep
the enemy at bay and shot three adversaries. Unfortunately, a cannon

shot killed him on the spot.
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Quiz Time at Kashi-Tamil
Sangamam

BT-India hosted an engaging quiz competition centered

on Kashi and Tamil at the Kashi -Tamil Sangamam on 27

December 2023.The students from Shri Harishchandra
Balika Inter College, Sunbeam Suncity School and Arya Mahila
Inter College participated in the contest.

The quiz questions were meticulously crafted around the
luminaries that Kashi has produced over the years. Icons like
Girija Devi, Siddheshwari Devi, Sitara Devi, Bismillah Khan, Birju
Maharaj, Ravi Shankar, and others, who have left an indelible mark
on the cultural landscape, were at the forefront of the competition.

Furthermore, the questions delved into the sacred site of Sarnath,

situated in close proximity to Varanasi. Renowned as a significant

RNI-39456/82
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Participants not only tested their knowledge but also delved deeper
into the rich tapestry of Kashi’s heritage and history.

The culmination of the competition saw four deserving students
being awarded prized NBT-India books, marking not only their

triumph but also their enriched understanding of the cultural legacy

that thrives in the heart of Varanasi.

pilgrimage
destination for
the Buddhist
world, Sarnath
holds profound
importance in the
life and teachings
of Lord Buddha.
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organized by the Police
Commissioner of Pimpri
Chinchwad, Maharashtra,
during which more than
5000 school children
were gifted the Marathi
edition of Exam Warriors
(authored by the Hon’ble
Prime Minister). The

students took part in an

Pimpri Chinchwad Police Hosts ‘One Day for
the School’ Event

lively session on
‘One Day for

the School’ was

interactive session where the importance of books and reading was discussed, along with

how the tips given in the book can dispel the fear of exams.
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