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INDIA National Stand at Frankfurt
Book Fair 2024

National Book Trust, India set up the 
INDIA National Stand at the 76th 
Frankfurt Book Fair, the world’s 

largest  fair for printed and digital content, 
held from 16-20 October 2024. While the 
National stand featured a collective exhibit 
of over 300 books from about 40 Indian 
publishers  and facilitated over 100 business 
meetings focused on copyright exchanges, 
the ‘Republic@75 Dialogue’ at India National 
Stand celebrated our culturally rich diaspora 
and the theme of the presentation–We, the 
People of India.

 	 The INDIA stand put up across more 
than 200 sqm (in Hall 6.0/A-34-B-34-B 35) 
celebrated  India’s culturally rich diaspora and 
democratic spirit and opened new market 
avenues for Indian publishing on a global 
scale.

	 Delegations from prominent 
organisations such as Sahitya Akademi, 
National Council for Promotion of Urdu 
Language (NCPUL), Indian Council of 
Social Science Research (ICSSR), Institute 
of Social and Cultural Studies (ISCS), and 
Book Lovers Publishing House showcased 
India’s publishing diversity through focused 
presentations and discussions.

	 Shri B.S. Mubarak, Consul General of 
India, CGI, Frankfurt inaugurated the INDIA 
National Stand on 16 October, 2024 in the 
presence of Shri Milind Sudhakar Marathe, 

Chairman, NBT-India; Shri Yuvraj Malik, 
Director, NBT-India and other distinguished 
delegates, authors, dignitaries, Indian and 
foreign publishers and various stakeholders, 
marking India’s vibrant and impactful 
presence among 131 participating countries.

	 Presentation of India - Hkkjr prominently 
placed the vibrant Indian Publishing industry 

among 131 participating countries. The 
Republic@75 Dialogues shared experiences 
and perspectives from Indian writers and 
artists in Germany with engaging sessions 
on topics such as ‘Indian languages and 
traditions in Germany’, ‘Indo-German 
literary exchange in the digital era’, and 
‘the Experiences of Indian science scholars 
in Germany’.

The panel discussions in the theme-
related programes had a few leading scholars 
sharing their insightful thoughts. They 
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included Shri Debayan Chatterjee, an aspiring geoscientist from the 
Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur; Ms. Sushila Sharma, who 
teaches at adult education institutes in Germany; Dr. Shipra Shilpi 
Saxena, a renowned scholar and media professional; Shri Chayan 
Munshi, an accomplished author, speaker, and conference attendee, 
contributing to numerous global platforms on environment; and Dr. 
Yojna Sah Jain, a critically acclaimed published writer, TEDx speaker, 
and renowned poetess at international forums.

Other notable speakers who spoke on the occasion included Ms. 
Shraddha Mishra, media professional and writer; Prof. Arif Naqvi, an 
Urdu writer from Berlin, Germany, also a noted poet, author, and 
translator known for his contributions to Urdu literature; Ms. Anjana 
Singh, a Hindi lecturer, social thinker, and ambassador of Indo-German 
cultural exchange; and Dr. Navdeep Sidhu, an Indian scientist and 
musician currently living in Germany, etc.

Sahitya Akademi under the Ministry of Culture, Government 
of India  deputed a delegation of writers to the Book Fair and also 

organised a few events including a  panel discussion on Literary 
Heritage of India, and a meet the author programme  featuring 
eminent writers and scholars such as Prof. Badri Narayan, Prof. 
Dhananjay Singh and Shri Vishwas Patil. ICSSR also organise events.

National Book Trust, India in 
collaboration with the Department 
of History, University of Calcutta, 

organised a five-day translation workshop at 
Alipore Campus in Kolkata from 23 to 27 
September 2024.

	 Prof. Kingshuk Chatterjee, Head 
of Department of History, University 
of Calcutta, inaugurated the workshop. 
Emphasising on the importance of translation, 
Prof. Chatterjee said that translations help 
explore literature of different languages, 
understand diverse cultures, and expand 
cultural exchange. 

	 In his address, Shri Kumar Vikram, Chief 
Editor & Joint Director, NBT, spoke of the 
various initiatives taken up by the Trust to 
promote books and the culture of reading 
across the country. 

	 The resource persons Prof. Shouvik 
Mukhopadhyay, a noted historian, and Shri 
Nalini Bera, a well-known author, also spoke 
on the occasion. They talked of the role of 

NBT Organises Translation Workshop
in Kolkata

translators and the importance of good 
quality translations and making them available 
at various levels. 

	 Twenty renowned translators from 
across the State participated in the workshop. 
During the workshop, over 130 books 
published by NBT in English, Hindi, and other 

Indian languages, including A Real Giraffe, Nine 
Little Birds, The Beautiful Peacock, The Lion and 
the Hedgehog, and The Royal Sweeper, among 
others were translated into Bangla. 

Shri Bratin Dey, Assistant Editor (Bangla) 
coordinated the workshop.
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National Book Trust, India organised 
the 2nd edition of the Shillong Book 
Fair from 5-13 October 2024 at the 

State Central Library Complex, Shillong, 
Meghalaya. The Fair was inaugurated by Shri 
C.H. Vijayashankar, Hon’ble Governor of 
Meghalaya. He commended the efforts of 
NBT for promoting the habit of reading in 
Shillong and appreciated the various initiatives 
taken up by the Trust to promote book reading 
culture in the country.

Speaking at the inauguration, Shri F.R. 
Kharkongor, IAS, Principal Secretary, Dept. 
of Arts and Culture, Govt. of Meghalaya 
lauded the audience for braving the inclement 
weather and said that the participation proved 
that you are all for books. Shri Khalil Gibran, a 
writer, poet and a visual artist said that books 
would help students rise above fears. “Be a 
reader, be a leader,” he encouraged.

Shri Yuvraj Malik, Director, National 
Book Trust, India said that books are an 
integral part of any civilisation. He told 
students that they are the ambassadors of 
the book fair and will become the dignitaries 

Second Edition of Shillong Book Fair
in the years to come with their power of 
knowledge if they include reading books in 
their daily lives.

The nine-day fair attracted a number 
of visitors especially students from various 
schools of the city. A wide variety of literary 
programmes such as panel discussions and 
book launches were organised providing a 
platform for authors and literary figures to 
exchange ideas with the audience. Children’s 
corner engaged students with fun activities 
like cursive writing sessions, musical 
storytelling, puppet-making workshops, 
self-defence classes, caricature drawing, 
Vedic mathematics, and many more. Expert 
facilitators Vasudha Ahuja, Kunal Shandilya, 
Vivek Kumar and Seema Wahi guided these 
activities.

Besides, cultural performances by 
popular artists from Meghalaya celebrated the 
rich cultural heritage of the State. Audience 
enjoyed the traditional classical folk dances by 
Geetanjali Dance Academy; live instrumental 
music by groups like the Pynter Orchestra, 
Colors Band, Kupar Shadap Band, Alive Band 

and cultural expressions such as flute recitals 
and drum ensembles.

This time NBT conducted free career 
counseling sessions for the youth, which 
motivated young people who aspire for civil 
services and other national endeavours. The 
Fair witnessed around 100 exhibitor stalls 
with an array of books on different genres 
and in various Indian languages.

Special attention at the Fair was the 
Rashtriya e-Pustakalaya stall, a digital library 
initiative where visitors downloaded the 
application and accessed more than 1,000 free 
books and educational resources in various 
Indian languages. A session on Rashtriya 
e-Pustakalaya was also organised where young 
participants explored the key features of the 
first-of-its-kind digital library. An open mic 
session for youth was also organised where 
college students showcased their talents in 
poetry, music, and performance. The Fair 
garnered an enthusiastic response from 
students, teachers, and parents alike.
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National Book Trust, India has purchased the copyright from Kodansha 
Ltd. to publish Mottainai Grandma Goes to the River in an English-Hindi 
bilingual edition and a bilingual edition of any two Indian languages 
including English. The book is written by Japanese author Mariko Shinju.

            The book forms a part of the Mottainai Grandma series 
that delves into issues of pollution and environmental conservation. It 
traces the journey of Mottainai Grandma as she goes through forests, 
mountains and cities to demonstrate to the child the repercussions of 
contaminating the river by throwing trash into it.

The publishing rights of the Dutch translation of Nritya Katha: Indian 
Dance Stories for Children published by National Book Trust, India has 
been purchased by Sampreshan Publisher. The book is authored by 
Jaya Mehta, an Indian classical dancer and educator.

            The book is a collection of stories about the colourful 
world of Indian dances. Through a child’s intimate, magical, personal 
journey, the stories unravel the fascinating contests of each dance form, 
their art, architecture, costumes and crafts. 

Sale and Purchase of Publishing Rights
	 SOLD 	 PURCHASED

Nritya Katha: Indian Dance Stories for Children	 Mottainai Grandma Goes to the River

National Book Trust, India has partnered with the Ahmedabad 
Municipal Corporation to elevate the Amdavad National 
Book Fair to the next level by organising the first edition of 

the Ahmedabad International Book Festival (AIBF) at the Sabarmati 
Riverfront, Ahmedabad. The festival will be held from 30 November 
to 8 December 2024.

The Ahmedabad International Book Festival will be the first 
international book festival to be organised outside Delhi. This initiative 
reflects the fact that the global publishing industry is taking keen interest in 
Indian languages, including Hindi and English as well as growing regional 
publishing sectors in vibrant economic areas like Gujarat.

The festival will witness the participation of over 1,000 publishers, 
providing an inspiring setting for intellectual and cultural exchange 
between authors, scholars, publishers and book lovers.

The festival will also feature over 100 literary sessions, children’s 
activities like musical storytelling sessions, creative writing and calligraphy 
workshops, orientation programmes on higher studies & career in civil 
services for young adults and a range of cultural performances. 

Gujarat has preserved the stories of Bharat since time immemorial, 
from the fables of Panchtantra engraved on earthenware in Dholavira, 
to the fascinating stories of Lord Shri Krishna in Dwarka; the land has 
inspired the world’s literature. Gujarat’s literary history spans centuries; 
during the medieval period, the works of Jain scholars in the 12th century 
and the Bhakti movement in the 15th and 16th centuries enriched Indian 
and Gujarati literature.

The State has also produced notable writers such as Umashankar 
Joshi, Pannabhai Patel, and K.M. Munshi. Additionally, Gujarat has 
been home to two of India’s most influential leaders and philosophers 
of modern times, Mahatma Gandhi and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, whose 
legacies reflect on the state’s deep intellectual and cultural ecosystem. 
The writings of Mahatma Gandhi, such as My Experiments with Truth, have 
inspired countless individuals.

The Amdavad National Book Fair which was first organized by 
National Book Trust, India  in collaboration with Ahmedabad Municipal 
Corporation under the Vanche Gujarat Mission in 2012 and was 

NBT to Organise First Ahmedabad International Book Festival

inaugurated by Shri Narendra Modi, the then Chief Minister of Gujarat, 

has achieved remarkable success, with eight successful editions organised 

since its inception. 
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National Book Trust, India organised the Shillong Book Fair 
at the State Central Library, Shillong from 5 to 13 October 
2024. During the Fair many activities for children were 

organised at the Children’s Corner.

	  The children showcased their incredible creativity at the Drawing 
Competition on ‘My City, My Shillong’ and ‘When I Grow Up’. A 
Cursive Writing Workshop ‘Swirl in Style’ to hone the style of writing 
was conducted by Kasturi Sharma. A Self Defence Workshop to 
empower children with essential skills was led by Shubham Adhikari, 
and members of the Meghalaya Taekwondo Association demonstrated 
some key self-defence moves to the enthusiastic young participants 
at the workshop. 

	 A session on Rashtriya e-Pustakalaya saw young participants 
exploring the key features of the first-of-its-kind digital library. The 
Portrait Making Workshop witnessed cheerful faces sketching and 
bringing creativity to life, guided by the talented Arni Sarkar.

	 The Children’s Corner also featured a musical play on ‘Little 
Red Riding Hood’, storytelling sessions, poster-making competition, 
fun puppetry workshop, etc.

	 The hands-on activities and creative engagement through various 
events left the children beaming with joy during the Fair.

	 In addition, the National Centre for Children’s Literature (NCCL) 
hosted a session at the headquarters of National Book Trust, India on 
the journey of a book with author & illustrator Neetu Sharma for 
the students of classes 4 & 5 from Salwan Public School, Gurugram. 
The informative session helped students explore the art of writing 
and learn how to publish their own books.

 	 In another event, NCCL hosted a musical storytelling session 
and an author’s meet at Queen Mary’s School, Model Town. Vasudha 
Ahuja narrated two stories—Five Spoons of Salt and The Drum Boy, 

Activities for Children!
set to the tunes of a guitar. In the author’s Meet, Vinita Zutshi who is 
an author and storyteller shared her love for books and her inspiration 
to write. 

	 The students eagerly asked her numerous questions about books 
and how to become an author. An engaging Caricature Workshop was 
also organised for the students of  The Indian School where they were 
introduced to the fictional world of caricatures by Karan Singh.

	 Students learnt to construct human faces through shape 
associations and also draw faces, retaining the likeness while 
exaggerating features. The aim of the workshop was to inculcate 
love for art and to instill creative skills in the younger generation.
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NBT Publications on Gandhi
NBT India celebrates Gandhi Jayanti

Gandhi: The Writer
Bhabhani Bhattacharya
320 pp	 Rs. 310.00
Gandhi’s growth as one of the most influential 
personalities of modern times is matched in no 
measure by his growth as a prolific writer of 
considerable influence. It takes us on a fascinating 
journey into the inner workings of Gandhi as 
a writer.
ISBN 978-81-237-3792-8

Pen Portraits and Tributes by 
Gandhiji
U S Mohan Rao
136 pp	 Rs. 140.00
The book is a precious little collection of 
Gandhiji’s sketches and tributes on some of the 
eminent personalities of his times who influenced 
him greatly. This compilation throws light on a 
fascinating aspect of Gandhiji’s personality; his 
observations and the ability to penetrate the 
innate goodness of human nature in a few words.
ISBN 81-237-0260-7

Gandhi’s India: Unity in Diversity
100 pp	 Rs. 120.00
Gandhiji’s basic ideas underwent no change 
during the forty years of his active public life, 
but their expression and application varied 
according to circumstances. This brief anthology 
of Gandhiji’s utterances have been compiled 
by the National Integration Sub-Committee of 
the National Committee for Gandhi Centenary.
ISBN 978-81-237-5213-6

The Mahatma and the Poet: Letters and 
Debates Between Gandhi and Tagore 
1915-1941
Sabyasachi Bhattacharya (Comp. & Ed.)
216 pp	 Rs. 205.00
Put together for the first time from various 
published and unpublished sources, this book 
is a collection of letters and debates exchanged 
between Mahatma Gandhi and Rabindranath 
Tagore between 1915 and 1941.
ISBN 978-81-237-2201-X

Gandhiji and His Disciples
Jayant Pandya
180 pp	 Rs. 175.00
This book is the story of twelve eminent 
Gandhians, their initiation and shaping of 
their personalities by the Mahatma and their 
contribution to humanity.
ISBN 978-81-237-1116-4

Gandhi: A Life 
Krishna Kripalani
200 pp	 Rs. 225.00
Mahatma Gandhi lived, suffered and died for his 
people. Yet it is not in relation to this country 
alone that his life has significance. Nor is it only 
as a patriot or revolutionary reformer that he 
will be remembered by future generations. An 
interesting and absorbing account of the life and 
achievements of Mahatma Gandhi.
ISBN 978-81-237-0646-7

Gandhi: Warrior of Non-Violence
P D Tandon & Roland E Walseley
144 pp	 Rs. 190.00
This book endeavours to provide a perspective 
on Gandhiji in the contemporary world, thereby 
underlining his relevance not only for our time, 
but also for the future of mankind itself in this 
nuclear age.
ISBN 978-81-237-9036-7

Gandhi-Patel: Letters and Speeches
Neerja Singh (Comp.)
206 pp	 Rs. 195.00
This collection brings out some of the significant 
correspondences between Gandhi and Patel, 
their mutual respect for each other and also the 
differences between the two on various matters 
of policies and strategies.
ISBN 978-81-237-5556-4
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Recent NBT Titles
Doctor Mahendralal Sircar

Originally written in Bengali, the title has 

also been translated into Hindi, Asamiya, 

Odia, and Gujarati. The book is authored by 

Gargi Ray and illustrated by Partha Sengupta.

Dr Mahendralal Sircar, a nineteenth-

century Bengali scholar, physician, 

philanthropist and social reformer, founded 

a science institute in 1876, namely the Indian 

Association for the Cultivation of Science. 

His aim was to develop the Indian approach 

towards science and its application. The then intellectuals like Bankim 

Chandra, Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar, Kesab Chandra Sen, Raja Rajendralal 

Mitra, and several others supported him wholeheartedly.

	 He planned for an association that would be funded, run, and managed 

by native Indians, aiming to bring forth a pool of scientists for national 

reconstruction. Dr Sircar was also a pioneer of social service. He founded a 

leprosy home for the poor people and named it after his late wife Rajkumari 

Kushtashram in 1893. He practiced allopathy at the beginning of his career, 

later became a famous homeopath as he studied and found that homeopathy 

was cheaper and more effective in curing diseases.

Kichangani: An Indo-African Story

Published in Malayalam, the book is written 

by Somy Solomon and illustrated by Babitha 

Marina Justin.

Kichangani is the story of a child from 

Kerala who lives in Tanzania in East Africa 

and his bond with children there. Readers 

will experience a warm friendship of children and how the Indian diaspora 

interacts with Tanzanian communities. Inspired by real-life incidents, the story 

takes us to the village in Tanzania and breaks all stereotypes on how love, 

bond and childhood is the same everywhere—it’s all about our perspectives.

Odishara Swadhinata Sangrami

Published in Odia, the book is authored by 

Nihar Ranjan Patnaik.

An informative and well-balanced survey 

on the lives and achievements of 53 freedom 

fighters of Odisha from Jayakoushna Rajguru 

to Kasti Dakna, among whom many were 

earlier either little or not known. The book 

highlights the mass uprising at the grassroot 

level under the leadership of local leaders and it unfolds the thrilling history 

of the mass uprisings. It shows how tribal leaders such as Dora Isoi, Chakara 

Bissoi, Rendo Majhi, Ratana Naik, Dharanai Naik, Madho Singh, and others 

commanded great respect among masses and inspired many generations to 

come towards selfless patriotism.

	 This book is an invaluable resource for academic research and reference 

which will be of tremendous source for scholars, students and general 

readers.

Rashtriya Ekta Aur Hindi Bhasha

Published in Hindi, the book is written by 

Dr Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank.

The book covers various aspects of the 

national language Hindi. It discusses in detail 

the development of Hindi as a language, its 

role in the freedom movement, position in the 

Indian Constitution, in media, contribution 

to national unity, position on the world stage 

and Hindi as an official language. It also tries 

to elucidate the role of Hindi language as an 

instrument in uniting the nation.

All About Travel Photography

Published in English, the book is written by 

Ashok Dilwali.

Photography as a subject has two distinct 

aspects, i.e., the ‘craft part’ and the ‘art 

part’. The craft part involves the technique 

of obtaining good and acceptable results. This 

used to be a significant handicap earlier, as 

one had to master the art of using cameras, 

which was acquired after much trial and 

error. There were no short cuts. Today, the craft part has been simplified 

immensely. All that is needed is to press the shutter, and the camera takes 

care of the intricacies of getting good images. If this were not so, many 

would have been deprived of photography.

	 The book offers some valuable tips for taking better travel photographs. 

In the second part, some images are shown, and the author has discussed 

about his travel experiences and given photographic advice about why he 

shot them.
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Meghalaya Governor f lags off 
Meghalaya Pustak Parikrama 

Meghalaya Pustak Parikrama was flagged off by Hon’ble 
Governor Shri C.H. Vijayashankar at Raj Bhawan, 
Shillong.  The mobile book exhibition travelled across 

Meghalaya, Assam and West Bengal, offering a diverse range of 
books in multiple languages. 
	 A book exhibition was also held at Raj Bhawan on the occasion 
of Gandhi Jayanti which was visited by the Governor. Appreciating 
NBT India’s initiative and efforts, he said that Raj Bhawan will 
always welcome such value inculcating events.

Around 10,000 school children participated in the Amrit Kaal Story Writing 
Competition  live on Rashtriya e-Pustakalaya! Students enrolled in classes 9 to 
12 were asked to register and submit their entries on the theme ‘My Idea of a 

Viksit Bharat’ in 22 recognised languages and English  by 12 October 2024. 

Amrit Kaal Story Writing
Competition


