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The 3rd edition of Gomti Book 
Festival, 2024 was organised from 
9 – 17 November, 2024 at Gomti 

Riverfront Park, Lucknow by National Book 
Trust, India in collaboration with Lucknow 
Development Authority. The Festival, a 
unique confluence of art, literature and 
cinema, was inaugurated by the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh Shri Yogi 
Adityanath. 

While inaugurating the Fair, he 
encouraged children to expand their 
reading beyond textbooks, urging them to 
explore informative and creative books to 
gain broader insights. The Hon’ble Chief 
Minister praised the National Book Trust’s 
initiative and suggested that similar book 
fairs should be held across all 18 divisions 
of Uttar Pradesh. He noted that such fairs 
would benefit all sections of society and 
increase people’s interest in reading. He also 
asked children to buy at least one book from 
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UP CM Yogi Adityanath Inaugurates
Gomti Book Festival

the fair to develop reading habit and avoid 
using too much gadgets. He stressed, “We 
should use technology as a tool, not become 
enslaved by it.”

Drawing attention to India’s ancient 
tradition of knowledge, Yogi emphasized the 
profound significance of the country’s Shruti 
tradition. He noted that sacred sites like 
Naimisharanya became pilgrimage centres as 
sages documented knowledge there.

Prof. Milind Sudhakar Marathe, 
Chairman, National Book Trust, India; Shri 
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Yuvraj Malik, Director, National Book Trust, 
India; Shri Awanish Kumar Awasthi, Advisor 
to Hon’ble Chief Minister; and Smt. Roshan 
Jacob, Divisional Commissioner, Lucknow 
were present on the occasion.

The nine-day literary and cultural 
extravaganza, witnessed an overwhelming 
participation from all walks of life. The 
Festival was divided into various sections 
including Children’s Corner, Kitab Gali (Book 
Street), Lekhakganj,   Youth Corner and 
Digital Reading Corner. Booklovers gathered 
in large numbers at the festival ground, 
enjoyed the specially curated sessions. This 
year, the festival celebrated various forms 
of expression, from literature and poetry to 
cinema and regional art forms.

The Festival brought together different 
forms of creative sessions for children of 
all age-groups. India’s rich linguistic and 
cultural diversity from different regions 
of the country, was showcased through 
storytelling sessions. Programmes like 
interactive workshops, calligraphy, caricature, 
personality development, filled with fun 
and creativity, engaged the young audience 
throughout. 

Strolling through Kitab Gali, one could 
see the diverse collection of children’s books 
put up by publishers including Rupa, Penguin 
and Amar Chitra Katha. 

The literary events were organised at 
Lekhakganj where visitors could meet and 
interact with the eminent personalities from 
various fields, such as authors, politicians, 
bureaucrats, artists, filmmakers and singers. 
The renowned personalities from the world of 
art and literature were Padma Shri Muzaffar 
Ali, Padma Shri Malini Awasthi, Sangeet 
Natak Akademi award-winning actor Dr. 
Anil Rastogi among others, who participated 
in various sessions at Lekhakganj.

The Youth Corner offered thought-
provoking sessions to inspire youth towards 
achieving their goals. These programmes 
helped youth create a dynamic and thriving 
ecosystem for them. 

The audience experienced vibrant 
cultural and musical performances portraying 
a rich culture of India including a Mushaira 
organized by NCPUL, where poets like Dr. 
Ammar Rizvi, Hasan Kazmi, and Shahid 
Kamal captivated the audience with their 
ghazals and poetry.

With over 150 stalls by publishers from 
across India, the Festival attracted a large 
crowd including children, youth and elders. 
Books in Hindi, English, Urdu, Awadhi, 
Sanskrit and other Indian languages were 
available, along with a separate stall of Braille 
books for the differently-abled. 

Orientation sessions on topics like 
disaster management, environmental 
protection and cyber security were also 
organised to create awareness among children 
and youth.

This year, for the first time, a new visual 
dimension ‘The Children’s Film Festival’ 
was added to the celebration. This turned 
out to be a major attraction for young 
audience who enjoyed the screening of 
award-winning children’s films from India 
and around the world including Mara Pappa 
Super Hero (Gujarati), Agastya, The Apple and 
Dream (Tamil), which conveyed meaningful 
social messages and inspired young minds. 

Students were also introduced to the 
National e-Library, or Rashtriya e-Pustakalaya 
encouraging exploration of free digital books 
to promote the habit of reading and enhance 
learning. 

The event, with its aim to celebrate 
literature and promote reading habits, left 
an indelible mark on Lucknow’s literary and 
cultural landscape.
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National Book Trust, India in 
association with Asamiya children’s 
magazine Mouchaq organised a 5-day 

translation workshop at Megha Resort, 
Jorhat, Assam from 23 to 27 October, 2024.

In his welcome address, Shri Kumar 
Vikram, Chief Editor & Joint Director, NBT 
talked about the various activities of the Trust. 
Talking about the significance of translations 
in cultural exchange, he urged the translators 
to also produce original content for different 
segments of readers in Asamiya keeping in 
view the publishing profile of the Trust.

Dr Santanoo Tamuly, Editor, Mouchaq and 
Shri Sankab Kausik Baruah, Editor, Vasundhara, 
the resource persons of the workshop also 
spoke on the occasion.

Fifty translators from across the State 
participated in the workshop. Around 200 
books published by the Trust under its 
Nehru Bal Pustakalaya and Asian/Pacific 
Co-publication Pragramme series in Bangla, 

Asamiya Translation Workshop

English and Hindi languages were translated 
into Asamiya language. 

The valedictory function of the workshop 
was organised on 27 October, 2024. Shri 
Bhaba Goswami, an eminent writer and 
senior advocate was the Guest of Honour on 

the occasion. While highlighting the history 
of translation in Asamiya literature, Shri 
Goswami appreciated NBT and Mouchaq’s 
efforts in enriching Asamiya literature 
through translation of books written in 
different Indian languages.  

National Book Trust, India observed 
the Constitution Day at its premises 
in Vasant Kunj, New Delhi on 

26 November, 2024. Prof. Basuki Nath 
Chaudhary, Professor, Department of Political 
Science, University of Delhi delivered a 
lecture on the topic, ‘Fundamental Values 
of the Constitution of India’.

Prof. Chaudhary talked of the various 
phases in which Constitution of India was 
adopted. He remarked that the Constitution 
of India was adopted to constitute the country 
as sovereign, socialist, secular, and democratic 
republic to secure the Indian citizens justice, 
liberty, equality and to promote fraternity.

He also highlighted the qualities of 
the Constitution of India. He said that over 
the years several new Articles have been 
adopted. Initially, there were 395 Articles, 
and at present, there are 448 Articles in the 

National Book Trust, India Observes
Constitution Day

Indian Constitution.

In his welcome address, Shri Kumar 
Vikram, Chief Editor & Joint Director, 
NBT talked about the role and importance 
of Constitution in the development of the 

country. He also added that the theme of 
forthcoming New Delhi World Book Fair 
2025 is Republic@75 which celebrates the 
journey of nation-building and governance 
in India.
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On the occasion of Children’s Day celebrated on 14 November, 
National Book Trust, India (NBT) organised various activities 
in Delhi. One being a fun-filled visit of students of Santa Maria 

Integrated Learning Environment to NBT Headquarters, introducing 
children to a world of books. On the occasion, Neeta Joshi conducted 
a mesmerising storytelling session for the young children, inspiring and 
empowering the young minds.

 A storytelling session and PM-YUVA authors’ meet were conducted 
at Mamta Modern School, Vikaspuri. Storyteller Anju Kumari engaged 
the students with fascinating tales followed by an insightful authors’ meet 
where Arushi Maheshwari and Shushant Bharti shared their inspiring 
stories of their journeys of becoming writers.

On 12 November, NBT hosted an engaging caricature workshop 
with Karan Singh for the young artists in Grades 6–8 of Army Public 
School, Delhi. The session’s goal was to inspire a passion for this art form 
and to help develop creative abilities in the younger generations. The 
Ganga Pustak Parikrama, a unique awareness programme on the ‘Clean 
Ganga Campaign’ was organised at Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Sarsaul, 
Kanpur by NBT, where students were given inspirational messages 
about the invaluable contribution of education and the importance of 
maintaining the cleanliness of Ganga. Students took a pledge to keep the 
Ganga clean, committing to protect this lifeline for future generations. 

The Ganga Pustak Parikrama continued its journey of spreading 
awareness and connected with the community at Garh Mukteshwar 
Mela and Bahadurgarh village, sharing the importance of a clean Ganga 
and education for all children.

Gomti Book Festival was organised from 9 - 17 November, 2024 
by the National Book Trust, India at Gomti Riverfront Park, Lucknow. 
During the Festival, the Children’s Pavilion had theatre workshops 
on ‘Pages to Stage’ and ‘Let’s Role Play’ with Muskan Sharma and a 
captivating storytelling session with author and former IAS officer Dr 
Anita Bhatnagar Jain, whose books are now published in 18 languages. 

Seema Wahi Mukherjee conducted a storytelling session on ‘Legend 
of the Rainbow’ conveying powerful messages of friendship, peace, 
harmony, and unity. A session on ‘Playful Puppetry: The Art of Puppet-
Making’ was also organised wherein original puppets were created and 
the children brought their own tales to life while enjoying the process 
of creating paper puppets. 

An interactive session titled, ‘Katha-Kar: Connecting Storytelling 
& Dance’ was conducted by Dr Vishnupriya Pandey, a recipient of the 
Dr Sarojini Naidu International Award, along with around 49 other 
national and international awards related to literature, Indian classical 
dance, and the promotion of Indian culture. 

‘Young Editor Workshop’ was organised at the Festival in 
collaboration with Amar Ujala Newspaper. Through this workshop 
participants were taught in detail about writing news followed by hands-
on exercise. A session on ‘A Smart Defense: Navigating Cyber Security 
in the Age of AI’ was held by Lakshit Verma, Cyber Crime Investigator 
& Intelligence Expert.

Activities for Children

 The session ‘Forgotten Revolutions  That Define Our Country’ was 
hosted by the author & folklorist,  Ambalika Bhat. Dr Smriti Saraswat from 
IIT Roorkee led a special session titled, ‘Shabd Samsara’ for the visually 
impaired, using clay, flowers, sandpaper, etc., to inspire storytelling 
through touch and scent.

Students also enjoyed ‘Bagless Day’ visiting and participating at 
Gomti Book Festival. Initiative towards self-defence and empowering 
children, Hum Raahi Foundation collaborated with NBT in empowering 
around 50000 children under Mission Kawach at Gomti Book Festival.
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Translation Workshop at Dehradun

PM AM 

NATIONAL BOOK TRUST, INDIA
Ministry of Education, Government of India

As part of Sparsh Himalaya Festival 2024 celebrations, National 
Book Trust, India organised a two-day translation workshop in 
Garhwali and Kumaoni languages at Lekhak Gaon, Dehradun 

from 23 to 24 October, 2024.

While inaugurating the workshop, Ms Savita Mohan, former 
Director of Higher Education, Uttarakhand said that the literal 
meaning of the word ‘translation’ is ‘what is said again’. At present, 
translation is defined as a process of converting one language into 
another. Therefore, a translator needs to be proficient in both 
languages. She added that through translation, a language gets 

established in the world. Dr. Nandkishore Hatwal, noted writer said 

that in this age of globalisation, it is necessary to save our mother 

tongue to preserve our culture and languages.  He emphasized on 

imparting education through mother tongues. He remarked that this 

translation workshop is an initiative to popularise languages.

During the inaugural session, the students of Sparsh Himalayan 

University presented ‘Nanda Rajyat Jhanki’ and ‘Geet Vandana’ was 

presented by the team of the Culture Department.
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Amazing Octi
Viky Arya 
20 pp	 Rs. 80.00
An illustrated book for children. The book shows 
how octopuses camouflage themselves in the 
ocean environment. It is a fun and interactive 
story for young readers. 
ISBN 978-93-5491-023-4 
Age-group 6-8

Ison’s Journey
 Idris Siddiqui 
16 pp	 Rs. 40.00
The book takes the reader into the cosmic world, 
where a comet takes a long, lone journey in 
space. It is an interesting retelling of the 2013 
astronomical event when the sungrazing comet, 
ISON, entered the solar system and headed 
towards the sun. 
ISBN 978-93-5491-866-2 
Age-group 8-10

Aryanand and the Crown of Life
Werner Bandel
80 pp	 Rs. 235.00
This book narrates Aryanand’s adventurous quest 
for the secret of life. He has to pass dangerous 
tests the closer he gets to the goal. Eventually, his 
journey ends on top of the Mountain of Wisdom, 
only to discover that what he has been searching 
for can be found as his own, unbounded cosmic 
self. 
ISBN 978-93-5491-491-1 
Age-group 12-14

New Friends
Meenakshi Bharat 
28 pp	 Rs. 90.00
Himani is a lively little girl from a happy, loving 
family. Then she meets Paro, a little girl in a 
children’s home. Beautifully portraying the 
innocence of childhood, this story is about how 
the two meet and discover the joy of friendship 
and sharing. 
ISBN 978-93-5743-658-8 
Age-group 8-10

Notes of the Flute
Meenakshee Swami 
15 pp	 Rs. 55.00
This book brings out the magic of friendship and 
music. The story is about Bhura, the bear, and 
what happens when a flute tells the tale of its 
creation amidst a battle in the jungle. 
ISBN 978-93-5743-042-3 
Age-group 8-10

One Night
Cheryl Rao
24 pp	 Rs. 80.00
Nina is naughty on her way to school and teases 
many animals. She thinks it is fun, but then, at 
night, it seems that those animals want to make 
her pay for her actions. Oh…What will happen 
to Nina? 
ISBN 978-93-5743-398-3 
Age-group 6-8

When Sports Values Win the Race
Yuvraj Malik
16 pp	 Rs. 60.00
This is a fictionalised story based on a real incident 
involving the Spanish athlete Ivan Fernandez 
Anaya and Kenyan athlete Abel Kiprop Mutai 
during a cross country race in Burlada, a 
Municipality in the Navarre region of northern 
Spain in December 2012. 
ISBN 978-93-5743-595-6 
Age-group 6-8

The Rampur Raza Mystery: A Sassy Library 
Thriller
Manjiri Prabhu 
164 pp	 Rs. 145.00
Libraries evoke the imagery of rows and stacks 
of fiction and thriller books, among others. But 
what if a library itself becomes a central figure 
of a mystery thriller! Welcome to the intriguing 
story of The Rampur Raza Mystery presenting a 
fictionalised account of some rare manuscripts 
such as the Ramayana and the Quran which go 
missing. 
ISBN 978-93-5743-173-6 
Age-group 12-14

NBT Books for Children
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The Saga of Kudopali: The 
Unsung Story of 1857

Indian Council of Historical 
Research

This book is a  collection of essays on 
various aspects of the freedom struggle 
fought against the British army in 
Kudopali, Sambalpur in 1857, which 
was neglected in history till now. The 
book highlights the struggle waged by 

Surendra Sai and other freedom fighters against British imperialism, 
describing their guerrilla tactics and their courage in the Sambalpur 
region.

The book also presents in detail the socio-political conditions 
of the time, the cultural impact of colonial policies, and the human 
side of the rebellion. Bringing out the courageous contributions 
of local heroes like Chhabila Sai and Srikrishna Behera, the book 
places the Kudopali rebellion in the broader perspective of India’s 
freedom struggle. 

Written with the aim of highlighting neglected aspects in history, 
this work recognizes Kudopali as a symbol of local resistance and 
emphasizes on adding regional stories to the national history.

In the freedom struggle against the British forces at Kudopali in 
Sambalpur in 1857, 53 freedom fighters lost their lives waging the 
battle. Four were later hanged.

Original edition : English.
Shahid Smrutipitha Amko-
Simko

Umakant Panda

A larger plan to finish off the Maratha 
dominance nationwide included the 
British occupation of Gangpur in 1803. 
The inhabitants under British occupation, 
therefore, underwent a significant change, 
particularly the tribal people. The village 
organization known as “Khuntakati” and 

its socioeconomic structure suffered as a result of the transition.

Thus, a time of turmoil and mayhem ensued. The gruesome 
tribal massacre in the 20th century took place at Amko-Simko in 
the Sundargarh district of Odisha as a result of the people’s uprising 
against these developments. 

The Amko-Simko tragedy is just as significant to India’s liberation 
cause as the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre and Chauri Chaura. This book’s 

Books: Latest and Forthcoming 

primary goal is to expose the reality of British policies towards the 
tribal people and the reasons for their rebellion.
Original edition : Odia. 

Rabi Katha
Dipanwita Roy

Rabi Katha is a book on Rabindranath 
Tagore’s first phase of life (1861-1899) 
and then at Shilaidaha, Bangladesh, 
as a young Jameendar (Landlord). 
Rabindranath spent his early years in 
Jorasankho House in Calcutta.

The story covers Tagore’s  childhood 
days, his family’s cultural ambience, 

father Debendranath Tagore’s influence and father-son relationship, 
early travels with his father, education, theatre practice, and private 
tuitions, and later Tagore’s taking over the charge of Shilaidaha—an 
estate of Debendranath Tagore situated in Bangladesh.

It also focuses on the poet Rabindranath Tagore, his first attempts 
at writing, appreciations, and later on his romantic approach towards 
poetry and short stories.

Smt. Dipanwita Roy, acclaimed writer and winner of Sahitya 
Akademi Bal Puraskar in 2024, is the author. The book is filled with 
exquisite photographs and published in a vintage look.

Original edition : Bengali.

19 Unnt aur Safed Moonchh
Viky Arya

It is a folktale re-told which highlights 
and emphasises the fact that intelligence 
and wisdom grows with experience and 
age. Language and writing style is simple 

and flowing. Easy and entertaining for children. 

This story is also an example of how maths can be interesting 
and yet simple in everyday life. 

The illustrations for this book is based on a famous folk art style 
called ‘Phad paintings’ of Rajasthan. Bold and simple yet stylised 
characters are painted with bright and primary colours. 

The objective of choosing this illustration style is to ‘experience, 
explore and expose’ lively folk styles of India to children. 

Textured handmade paper background re-emphasises the rustic 
roots of our folklores.

Original edition : Hindi.
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To mark the Vigilance Awareness Week, Shri Yuvraj Malik, 
Director, NBT administered the Integrity Pledge to the 
employees of the Trust on 28 October, 2024. Shri Rakesh 

Kumar, Joint Director (Administration & Finance), and Shri Kumar 
Vikram, Chief Editor and Joint Director, were also present on the 
occasion along with officers of the Trust. Staffers at regional offices 
also took part through online mode.

The Vigilance Awareness Week was observed across the country 
from 28 October to 4 November, 2024. This year the theme of 
Vigilance Awareness Week was the ‘Culture of Integrity for Nation’s 
Prosperity’, along with officers of the Trust. Staffers at regional 
offices also took part through online mode.

Vigilance Awareness Week

National Book Trust, India 

organised a number of  book 

related events including vibrant 

fairs and exhibitions across the country  

during the National Book Week 14-20, 

November. 

As part of the same endeavour, it 

organised book fairs at  Kendriya Vidyalaya 

Uppal, Hyderabad (20–21 Nov), Thrissur 

DLC Exhibition at Sree Sankara Hall (20–

22 Nov) and Baliyatra Book Fair at Cuttack 

(15–22 Nov) to spread the joy of reading. 

Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas alongside Odisha Parba was organised 

at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, New Delhi, from 23 to 24 

November, 2024. This event celebrated Odisha’s tribal heritage and 

cultural diversity through literary and cultural discussions. Noted 

litterateurs including Dr. Pratibha Ray, Ms. Paramita Sathapathy, 

Prof. Basant Kumar Panda, Prof. Damayanti Beshram,Dr.Rudrani 

Mohanty, Prof. Byomkesh Tripathy, Prof. Chandi Prasad Nanda, Dr. 

Bibhudatta Pramod Kumar Mishra and Dr. Chandra Shekhar Hota 

participated in the discussions. A book exhibition showcasing the 

works on Odia language, literature, and culture was also organised.

National Book Week Celebrated

Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas 2024


