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Children's Literature Promotional Events

National Centre for Children's
Literature (NCCL) of National Book
Trust, India organized an interactive talk
on the topic Children's Literature:
Writing and Publishing in Australia at
NBT Conference Room, New Delhi on
24 September 2014. Mr Christopher
Cheng, noted Australian children's
author and Co-chair of the International
Advisory Board for the Society of
Children's Book Writers and Illustrators
(SCBWI), was the key speaker on the
occasion.

On this occasion, the Hindi and
Tamil translations of the book Water,
authored by Mr Cheng were released. It
was followed by reading of the book in
English, Hindi and Tamil by Mr Cheng,
Dr Madhu Pant, noted author and
Dr M A Sikandar, Director, NBT.

Mr Cheng highlighted about the
publishing scenario of children's books
in Australia. He said that picture books,
graphic novels and digital books are very
popular in Australia and as such, big and
small Australian publishers develop a lot
of indigenous books. He observed that
gender specific books especially books
for boys and girls are also very popular
in Australia. He advised parents to read
stories to their children and share
experience of reading.
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NCCL in association with Rashtriya
Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan, Nivesh
(NGO), Himalayan Hub for Art, Culture
and Heritage (HHACH) and Jaswant
Modern School, Dehradun partnered
with the Ghummakkad Narain Travelling
Children's Literature Festival for
various reading promotional events at
Shillong and Dehradun in August and
September 2014. During the festival,
several storytelling sessions, workshops
and interactive sessions were organized.
The storytelling sessions and
workshops were conducted by
Mr Christopher Cheng, eminent
Australian children's author,
Shri Prempal Sharma, Shri Manas Ranjan
Mahapatra and Ms Bina Kapoor, eminent
Indian children's author and Ms Viky
Arya, well-known illustrator.
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From NBT’s Treasure Trove

The Perfect Artist

Jawahar Lal Nehru

Mahatma Gandhi and Shri Jawaharlal Nehru shared a close relationship. Even though they
had many ideological differences, they had great affections for each other. On the occasion
of the 145th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi on 2 October, 2014, we are producing
an article published in the newspaper Harijan on 15 February 1948. It was written by
Shri Jawaharlal Nehru. In this article he paid tribute to Mahatma Gandhi after his death on
30 January 1948. This article has been taken from the NBT book titled Gandhi-Nehru
Correspondence: A Selection edited by Shri Arjun Dev.

Nineteen-sixteen. Over thirty-two years
ago. That was when I first saw Bapu, and
an age has gone by since then. Inevitably
one looks back and memories crow in.
What a strange period this has been in
India's history and the story, with all ups
and downs and triumps and defeats, has
the quality of a ballad and a romance.

6 / RN 2014

Even our trivial lives were touched by a
halo or romance, because we lived
through this period and were actors, in
greater or lesser degree, in the great
drama of India.

This period has been full of wars and
upheavals and stirring events all over the
world. Yet events in India stand out in a
distinctive outline because they were on
an entirely different plane. If the person
studied this period without knowing
Bapu he would wonder how and why all
this happened in India. It is difficult to
explain it; it is even difficult to
understand by the cold light of reason
why each one of us behaved as he or she
did. It sometimes happens that an
individual or even a nation is swept away
by some gust of emotion or feeling into
a particular type of action. Sometimes
noble action, more often ignoble action.
But that passion and feeling pass and the

ued #a gelfed



individual soon returns to his normal
levels of action and inaction.

The surprising thing about India
during this period was not only that
the country as a whole functioned on
a high plane, but also that it
functioned more or less
continuously for a lengthy period on
that plane. That indeed was a
remarkable achievement. It cannot
easily be explained or understood
unless one looks upon the
astonishing personality that moulded
this period. Like a colossus he
stands astride half a century of
India's history, a colossus not of the
body but of the mind and spirit.

We mourn for Bapu and feel
orphaned. Looking back at his
magnificent life,what is there to
mourn for? Surely to very, very few
human beings in history could it have
been given to find so much
fulfillment in their own lives. He was
sad for our failures and unhappy at
not having raised India to greater
heights. That sadness and unhappiness
are seasy to understand. Yet who dare say
that his life was a failure? Whatever he
touched he turned into something
worthwhile and precious. Whatever he
did yielded substantial results, though
perhaps not as great as he hoped for. One
carried way the impression that he could
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not really fail in anything that he
attempted. Accordingly to the teachings
of the Gita, he laboured dispassionately
without caring too much for results, and
so results came to him.

During his long life, full of hard
work and activity and novel adventures
out of the common rut, there is hardly
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any jarring note anywhere. All his
manifold activities became
progressively a symphony and every
word he spoke and every gesture that he
made fitted into this and so
unconsciously he became the perfect
artist for he had learnt the art of living,
though the way of life he had adopted
was very different from the world's way.
It became apparent that the pursuit of
truth and godness leads among other
things to this artistry in life.

As he grew older his body seemed
to be just a vehicle for the mighty spirit
within him. Almost one forgot the body
as one listened to him or looked at him,
and so where he sat beecame a temple
and where he trod was hallowed ground.

Even in his death there was a
magnificence and complete artistry. It
was from every point of view a fitting
climax on the man and to the life he had
lived. Indeed, it heightened the lesson
of his life. He died in the fullness of his
powers and, as he would do doubt have
liked to did, at the moment of prayer.
He died a martyr to the cause of unity to
which he had always been devoted and
for which he had worked unceasingly,
more speciallay during the past year or
more. He died suddenly as all men should
wish to die. There was no fading away of
the body or a long illness or the

8 / JIRIEN 2014

forgetfulness of the mind that comes
with age. Why then should we grieve for
him? Our memories of him will be of
the Master, whose step was light to the
end, whose smile was infectious and
whose eyes were full of laughter. We
shall associate no failing powers with
him of body or mind. He lived and he
died at the top of his strength and
powers, leaving a picture in our minds
and in the mind of the age that we live in
that can never fade away.

That picture will not fade. But he did
something much more than that, for he
entered into the very stuff of our minds
and spirits and changed them and
moulded them. The Gandhi generation
will pass away, but that stuff will remain
and will affect each succeeding
generation, for it has become a part of
India's spirit. Just when we were growing
poor in spirit in this country, Bapu came
to enrich us and make us strong, and the
strength he gave us was not for a moment
or a day or a year but it was something
added on to our national inheritance.

Bapu has done a giant's work for India
and the world and even for our poor
selves, and he has done it astonishingly
well. And now it is our turn not to fail
him or his memory but to carry on the
work to the best of our ability and fulfil
the pledges we have so often taken.

ued w9 gelfed
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The Kanvarias
Aditi Sarkar

In the Puranas (ancient Hindu
scriptures), the legend of Lord Shiva
relates to numerous tales and adventures
of demi gods and demons. The strife
between the demons and demi gods is
also very popular.

In one ancient legend—once, when
the proud king of gods, Lord Indra, was
on an elephant, came across a sage
named Durvasa on the way. Lord Indra
was offered a garland by the sage, given
by Lord Shiva. The egoistic Indra placed
it on the trunk of the elephant so as not
to offend the sage. The elephant however
knew of Indra's egoistric temperament.
It intentionally threw the garland to the
ground to enrage sage Durvasa. The holy
sage was infuriated and cursed Indra and
all demi gods (devas) depriving them of

14 | AR 2014

all strength, energy, and fortune for
desecrating Lord Shiva's garland.

The Asuras (demons), led by King
Bali took the opportunate moment to
defeat the Devas. Bereft of power to
control the heaven and the universe, the
demi gods became helpless. In utter
desperation they rushed to Lord Vishnu
for help. On the advice of Lord Vishnu,
the Devas by diplomatic alliance with
the Asuras (demons), agreed to share
the amrit (nectar of immortality) by
churning the Milky Way (Ocean of
Milk). Lord Vishnu however confided
with the Devas that they would be the
sole beneficiary to the amrit.

In the elaborate arrangement for the
churning of the Mily Way, Mount
Mandarachala (Mount Meru) was used
as the churning pole with Vasuki, the
King of Serpent, as the rope. The demons
grasped the head, while the demi gods
(Devas) held the tail.

In the churning process, lethal
poison (halahal) poured out from the
mouth of the serpent and Mount Meru
began to sink in the Milky Way,
endangering the universe. Lord Vishnu
turned dark with the poison, but the
incarnation of Karma (turtle) quickly
supported the mountain from sinking.

ued wa gelfed



Lord Vishnu then requested the demi
gods to approach Lord Shiva to rescue
the universe from the lethal poison
(halahal). The compassionate Lord
Shiva consumed the halahal, while
Goddess Parvati held the poison in Lord
Shiva's throat to prevent the halahal
from destroying the universe.

Lord Shiva was thus named
Neelkantha (Blue throat) and became a
perpetual negative energy.

In the Treta Yuga, Lord Shiva's
ardent devotee Ravana, the King of
Srilanka, after deep meditation brought
holy water of Ganga River using 'kanvar’
and sanctified Lord Shiva's temple in
Pura Mahadev (a small village in Pilana
Tehsil in Baghpat District of Uttar
Pradesh), to release Lord Shiva from
the negative energy of the 'halahal’ and
purify the universe.

Ravana, the King of Srilanka was the
first Kanvar. 'Kanvanrati’ in Sanskrit
means: a pilgrim carrying a bamboo pole
on his shoulders with balancing pots.
During religious pilgrimage, the
devotees of Shiva carry dangling pots of
holy water balanced on a Kanvar. This
contraption is also called 'Kavad'.

Since antiquity, saints have trekked
to holy places to assert and correlate
some myth or some legend described in
ancient scriptures. The ancient
pilgrimages have evolved through time
as Yatras, specially during the
chaturmas, before the onset of some
season, ritual or festivity to celebrate
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some ancient religious event. The yatra
commences with fasting, celibacy and
penance.

To celebrate the ancient tradition in
the purification of Lord Shiva from the
negative energy, pilgrimage to the Ganga
river is undertaken by devotees; today,
in the monsoon month of Savan (July-
August), saffron clad devotees of Lord
Shiva continue to assert the ancient faith
by undertaking the annual pilgrimage to
the banks of the Ganga river. They fetch
holy water and trek back chanting Bol
Bam (speak Shiva), to perform
abhisheka (anointing) on the
Shivalingas (phallic metamorphose of
Shiva) and sanctify their local Shiva
temple on the Amavasya (New Moon)
day. It is the ancient celebration of the
purification of Lord Shiva from all
negative energy.

A-91, Ashok Vihar-11
Delhi-110052
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Mango Grove and Jadumani
Gayatri Mishra

Jadumani was the unassailable poet in
the royal court of Nayagarh kingdom of
Odisha. Through jokes, humour satire
and ridicule, he used to face the truth
and unmasked dishonesty, illegitimacy
and untruthfulness. No one could match
with his wit, ingenuity and poem writing.
He was able to win the heart of the king
as well as the subjects with his talent.

One day on incitation of the
courtiers, the king asked Jadumani to
bring a pair of silk attire for him with
the assurance to pay the full price after
getting the apparel. Jadumani borrowed
some money from the village
moneylender to buy the silk attire.
However, the money was only half the
price of the clothes. Therefore, he paid
half the price of the clothes and
promised the shopkeeper to pay the rest
of the amount within fifteen days. He
gave the pair of silk apparel to the king.
The king also liked the same and ordered
the court accountant to make the
payment of clothes to Jadumani
immediately.

But the courtier was in a mood to
put jadumani in trouble. Hence, instead
of paying him the money, they took many
pretexts. The king also was convinced
with their pleas.

Readers’ Club Bulletin

The King had one mango grove of
only twenty three mango trees, at
Ttamati', the native village of Jadumani.
With the instigation of the courtiers the
king handed over the responsibility of
the mango grove to Jadumani. But put
forth a condition that the price of the
silk clothes will be paid only after the
mangoes of these groves will ripe and
will be sold in the market.

Jadumani took the responsibility of
the mango groves. He took care of the
grove properly. In the mango season, the
trees were laden with mangoes. Within
some days, those got ripe also. Jadumani
plucked the ripe mangoes and consumed
them himself. He sent some mangoes
to his relative's place and distributed
some to his neighbours. The courtiers
informed the king about this act of
Jadumani. The king immediately called
on Jadumani out of fury.

Jadumani thought that the mangoes
are meant to be eaten. Therefore, if
consumption and distribution of
mangoes is a crime then he will accept
whatever punishment the king would give
him. However, he framed a poem in his
mind and reached the court. When the
king questioned him about the fact, he
recited the poem before him.
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Upon me, mercy that no one has
Cannot express the fasting that is so
harsh

On selling attire, got grove rights
Unable to say the distress of days and
nights

In my torn fate

Only disappointments that destiny
wrote

20 / STRIER 2014

(That means no one
has  mercy for
Jadumani. He was
spending time without
food. He thought that
his plights would wane
after getting the
mango grove in
exchange of silk
attires. His sorrows
are fathomless due to
a tattered fate. The
destiny has written
only distress for him).

Listening to the
poem, the king was
delighted as well as
became aware of the
conspiracy of the
courtiers. He right
away made the
payment and punished
the conspiring
courtiers. Realizing
his fault he
immediately arranged
for the transfer of
possession of the
mango grove legally in the name of
Jadumani. There was no restriction on
the use of mangoes. He could eat, sell
of distribute the mangoes as per his wish.
No one would object.

A/82, Nilakantha Nagar
Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar-751012
(Odisha)
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Music &2°
Akanksha Patel i

Music is the passion of nature
She sings while she nurtures
Her sons and daughters

Music of bird chiriping

And of the cracking nuts

Pours happiness on those
Who are tied with special knot

Music of running water
Dances and reaches the ears
Of birds,animals and fruits like pears

Music of the dancing leaves
And that of the blowing wind spreads peace
Among the birds and the beasts

Music is all about the passion of nature
She sings while she nurtures
Her sons and daughters.

DAV Public School
Bhubaneswar-751008
(Odisha)
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Rain

Vidyarenu Swamy

I love the rain

Pouring down after thunder
Dripping down my window pane
Oh, What a wonder!

That it goes in and under

Dancing its way through every nook
As it finds a way to the brook

Little children wearing raincoats
Playing with little paper boats
As the paper boats sail

Leaving behind a trail

In the puddle

While the children get close
together in a huddle M
Laughing with joy 4’
As they play with their paper toy '

Until the rain stops

The children go in the puddle with hops
Oh, what a nice rainy day

May be tomorrow

they can go to the bay.

Delhi Public School -
Vasant Vihar, New Delhi-]]007Q' /
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Book Review

A Trip to the Mountains

During summer vacations, Jaya along
with her parents and brother visits
Himalayas. She enjoys her holidays in
the mountains and appreciate the beauty
of nature, the high peaks, lakes, trees
birds and animals.

Swapna Dutta has written fifty
books for children and has won several
awards for her books.

Ratnakar Singh is an artist and has
graduated from the Lucknow College
of Arts.

Kavya Makes up Her Mind
Ramesh Bijlani
Ilustrated by Mohit Suneja
National Book Trust, India

% 55.00 32pp

A Trip to the Mountains
Swapna Dutta

[lustrated by Ratnakar Singh
National Book Trust, India
% 35.00 14pp

Kavya Makes up Her Mind

An interesting story about a girl, Kavya
who loves her grandfather. She likes to
spend her time with him and keeps on
asking him many questions. One day she
picks up her friend’s hairclip in the
school. She realizes her mistake and
returns it to her friend.

Ramesh Bijlani is a versatile writer,
with 15 books to his credit. He has
written for medical professionals, lay
adults, as well as for children.

Mohit Suneja has illustrated a
number of books for children.
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