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From NBT’s Treasure Trove

L.N.A.'s Pledge Redeemed

S.A. Ayer

free India.

The hoisting of Indian National Flag on 16 August 1947 from Red Fort by Shri Jawaharlal
Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India was a historic moment for each and every citizen of

On the occasion of Independence Day of India on 15 August, we are producing a chapter on
Indian National Army (I.N.A.) from the NBT book titled Story of I.N.A., authored by
Shri S.A. Ayer. In this chapter, the author has described the significance of this historical day
for the soldiers of I.N.A. and the future of the soldiers of I.N.A.

August 16, 1947 was a highly emotional

occasion for I.N.A. On that day, free
India’s first prime minister, Jawaharlal
Nehru, hoisted the national tricolour on
the ramparts of the Red Fort. The same

day, the government of independent India
officially released a picture of the
historic occasion with the caption, ‘In
one of the most impressive ceremonies
connected with the declaration of
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independence, the national flag of free
India was hoisted over the turreted
battlements of the historic Red Fort of
Delhi on August 16 by Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru while the old guard of the India
National Army rallied to redeem an
unfulfilled pledge.” The four-year-old
pledge of the I.N.A. was to hoist the
national tricolour on the viceroy’s house
in the civilian masses in east Asia who
heard that pledge from Netaji’s own lips,
it was a sentimental dream; to old
revolutionaries like Baba Amar Singh
and Baba Osman Khan, it was aim; to the
LN.A. it was a military goal to be reached
at any cost. Though beaten on the battle-
field but wearing its sanctified [.N.A.
uniform, a contingent of the [.N.A.
personnel participated in the Red Fort
function.

When all the excitement and hero-
worship following the Red Fort trial
died down, and independent India settled
down to its new role of a free nation in
the comity of nations, the I.N.A. found
itself in the wilderness. When the wave
of admiration for the I.N.A. was
sweeping over the country, Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, addressing a public
meeting in Calcutta, said that the I.N.A.
would form the nucleus of the army of
independent India. But that was not to

6 / T 2014

be. The I.N.A. Inquiry and Relief
Committee, with Sardar Patel as
president and Sri Prakasa as general
secretary did its best to find
employment for the rank-and-file of the
LLN.A. But the LN.A. was not absorbed
in independent India’s army. Its officers
and men were told that they were free to
apply for appointment de novo; in other
words, they could all start at the lowest
rungs of the ladder. The reason given
was that otherwise there would
“structural difficulties in the armed
forces™.

When the British started bringing the
LLN.A. prisoners from east Asia into India
at the end of the war, they classified
them into three categories, namely,
white, grey and black. Those who did not
join the .LN.A. were white, those whom
the British considered as misguided in
joining the I.N.A. were labelled as grey
and those who were aggressively
unrepentant and would fight against the
British again if they got a chance were
marked as ‘black’ and dismissed from
the Indian army and their arrears of pay
and allowances were forfeited. The
blacks, of course, in an
overwhelming majority, and the British

were
wreaked their vengeance on these

patriots who had caused the downfall of
their empire in India.

ued #a gelfed



The I.N.A. felt that this
was a punishment for their
patriotism. The central and
state governments in
independent India found
odd jobs for LN.A. officers
and men, ranging from
junior ministerships and
ambassadorships to ranks
in the Provincial Armed
Constabulary. But the LN.A.
as abody was only fit for the
army and it was not absorbed
in the army.

An I.N.A.
Bombay in 1949 urged
the Government of India
to accept their sacred

rally at

obligation to the families and dependants
of the LN.A. men who had laid down
their lives in the war of liberation, and
to the wounded and the disabled; the
rally also urged the government to
provide an opportunity to all ranks of the
LLN.A. to serve free India by reabsorbing
them in their proper ranks in the armed
forces of India and to pay them their just
dues.

Two years later, in April 1951, at a
joint meeting of the All-India I.N.A.
Inquiry and Relief Committee & the
ILN.A. Advisory Committee at the

Readers’ Club Bulletin

Government of India secretariat in New
Delhi, under the chairmanship of the
prime minister, a memorandum on
behalf of the .LN.A. was presented to the
ILN.A.
representatives. The memorandum

prime minister by the
referred to the fifteen thousand officers
and men of the LN.A. who had reached
India from east Asia by the first quarter
of 1946. Their arrears of pay and
allowances since the fall of Singapore
in February 1942 had been forfeited by
the then British government of India.
Since then about seven thousand of these
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officers and men had managed to find
some employment or other. The
remaining eight thousand officers and
men were destitute and in a pitiable
plight. If the absorption of the .LN.A. in
independent India’s army was still
considered impracticable, then the
memorandum urged that as a symbolic
gesture, five thousand jawans might be
reinstated, obviating any structural
difficulties that might perhaps follow
the reinstatement of senior and junior
officers. If even this was considered
impossible, then the I.N.A. might be
employed in the border police, the
armed police, the ordinary police,
intelligence, the home guards or
customs and excise.

A melancholy but somewhat
amusing sidelight on this conference
was the presence of Colonel Gulzara
Singh of the .LN.A. who was an ex-
minister of the provincial government
of Azad Hind, and one of the six trusted
associates whom Netaji took with him
upto Saigon on his last known flight and
“adventure into the unknown”. On
reaching India, Colonel Gulzara Singh
decided that he would only be a soldier
in independent India also, and applied for
a commission in the army de novo as
lieutenant. He joined as a lieutenant, and

8 / I 2014

as a lieutenant in independent India’s
army he attended the conference of the
LLN.A. with the prime minister.

Two days after the conference,
ministers of the Government of India
including Rafi Ahmed Kidwai, N.V.
Gadgil, C.D. Deshmukh, Hare Krushna
Mahatab, and R.R. Diwakar were among
the sixty guests at a dinner at the
Constitution Club, New Delhi, hosted by
Dr. Punjabrao Deshmukh, H.V. Kamath
and Sonavane, members of parliament,
to felicitate Major-General J.K.
Bhonsle and others who had attended the
joint .LN.A. meeting with the prime
minister. Replying to the felicitations,
General Bhonsle said it was the dynamic
leadership of Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose that inspired the three million
Indians in east Asia to give their all for
the freedom of their motherland. The
LLN.A. problem had been hanging fire for
the previous five years; he and his
colleagues felt that half the battle had
been won when they prevailed upon the
prime minister to accept the
chairmanship of the I.N.A. Relief
Committee. The remaining half of the
battle could be won with the help of
those present at the gathering, and the
press and the public. He emphasised that
the condition of the rank and file of the
LLN.A. was extremely pitiable.

ued #a gelfed



T B TGS

gHA S

Teh 2T STl &7 | I STl & b} Teh
X &l 91| 98 X 98 ATk o |
b U AE-ET SHE e, BEE wdr
Yo I8 SAUAT ISTRT BT &7 | §eX 7 BB
HS-gRAT 9T 1w w@r of | fa | e
9 98 Wl Bl AR MY g H
YT HS-AHRAT hl &Y, e 8 =
% foTT of ST hidm o1 | 56 YehR S8
T o2 997 § ToR @ 91

AT HZ-THRAT Pl T8 IR HY &
R Tk A H T & foI o S

I T & [T S § o S0, o 371 4
Uh-al Bl U d AR (el ST | UET
fraReRY I8 e & U UgdT | §aX 7 9%
I @1 AT T B |

R | THES N @ e SR A
JE B BT A, “HE A WIS, RN
BA-ard 677

SeX J AT & A o, <97 ot
SIh-3Teh & | e, 3 3TT TER bl 3T
e

R 1T ST §30 a1, ‘a9 U &

Hifch a8 ST AT foh FHEl HE STl
S 9 | fehEl @l AR 7 =1 |

U o T IR GHAT-AEAT S 6
39 R 9 o1 e, Sl de Tear
oqT | 9 7 ITHT AIS-arall Fehidl i @l
Al TFeh Yg H UM W ORT | R I
HE B AN @ A H AR HH
[SRIN

QR TTEdT ar |ie e & 5 UX eHal
eh ST HS-THRAT Pl A Feha T,
olfeh TET e I IFAT BFd 9 &2
foTT 9fdg o1 | Z|feT SR S We-Shiai
N @ FT Pl T U Fi= |

qEad-aad 3aE® R & GHE H

Readers’ Club Bulletin

g AT ST AT | TRl Hg-aehiedr df
FIHT AGEET & | Fol I & T2 7 Hal
el A & foIT o eI

X & 9 GAd & dX 3D AT Dl
1T GHE AT | ST IHeHT [a HIT I,
olfeh R Bl Ta BFd & e o |
Je THd BU b 9 &l Ao IHH!
WEEHREl W B, g A i F T

August 2014 /9



fean, ‘@ § == ame & 9 A
TR H o ST TS | T I a8 ST
T IR gE-aer o |

Tg A R 3O B Al T
S fi 9 & Ugad ¥ wed & SR
AT & 9Tl Ueh TET TSl | {6UhT
o T | I8 e Y T&T o7 foh geT aet
AT 1 I8 b F b Teh-al HS-Thd
%l TehSh ST I §1 T |

R H T& ZAIR HIA-hd T &l
TET Tel AT | I8 @ SR Bl T2 &
ST | FEI: §& 1 ATl bt &7 | SR &
T I 91T S B HROT & 39 X i
S %E (31 a1 o 98 A1ard & e A
Yo | S, S 39 o a8 S §
fF R o TWF 99 X & 98 o Hee
H Y-9pRAT I IO « AT 97 |

T T M9 F 99N §) b 9
WTE, I T S T & 909 arel de
T A ATl & A, 9T 9T gg? AW Al
T

10 / 3T 2014

FeT T IRl IR fEE, o) T,
¥ ar Ys-9hRal B dR I8 HEH @
SR 3T T&T &, Wik 3T heaT? T&d | &f
DI R Er e T 1| M A e | s
TE | 3T ST BT STWT @ o § a8
TR @

TER-IER HI HB IR a1 B & dA1Q
R A UBT, “STEI, %d Hel o STSIRT
B

X Al Ueel | & I8 Sar o1, 4y
@ FiEd fER & 9HER 98
“arg, Tl ol G & (A At Hee |
A T A E | H S AS-IhRAT B Al
HA Tel A |7

ST & SR 91 & fo STy foo
AT AR G T TP US-THRAT B AR
T TN | §aX 39 T I ST & T2 |
TE QR I AT FHSTAT &, TATT A T8
SO YS-IhRAT I AT & I ardd
e § o 4T T

R 9T T T F&f SA9IR YT ¥,
wifeh T =g T | IE §e I¥ 95 e
T AT| AT 98 HE B BT &l
ATedT T, TAT STERT B & 98 9T &
T ST 9gAT IR S, AN qH TE b
PR a1 ¥ ¥ 3T &1 <el | 30 U
ST AT T | H 38 Y FHaamT ared
o, IAf I AT T8l T AT | AfhT
w0 e & @i

X o FET S U e, “SR 3,
T S-IHRAT TSI AN € | TE B AR

ued wa gelfed




S-S T A & 99 ard
TSN T SR T T | H AT
g T

R T TR A & & IR
BT I&HTAT ST & 41 | 3 F5d
SHIET 37T &7 9T, wich fohell IR
e AU TH I AU BT AT |
7 | e fold g0 9% a=t |
T 2, wifche 89X S bl oy

TE deT AT AL & WE A B9 T4 |

A9 | fF 9 % ' AW & 9%
Ud & GHY b d S 3q 9 &l
UhH-3 HS-ThY @I & AT |

FeX 7 R @ foud 3@ 7w fomr e,
o S8 99 98 H& el el | e @i
T IT | T I7 W S &7 o7 |
qreX foU S T A1k | @I 0 geer S
@ o, fored ST S deran @ )

T g9 & 91 §a + af anfedr
Wi 3R TTH @ WET | 38T ST &
3T &, “9R 3, arex i fou 93 2re
3feT 3 AR | @HT OR E, Ud arT
QT |

R TE FAHL THUHT T | T8 qIT
T foh Fax < I fodd gu <@ foan g,
ZAfeTT 31 37y MU AT I ARy =28 o |

3 T 3R U ATl & Qe 9 T4
IR I T <@ I TG~ B &l 1eh
T TN AR T, SR 2T, 3T |
3 B @ Raere |

Readers’ Club Bulletin

T W IR | ", 3 8, 99 a8
W He ¥ HR SEAT df H SHR & @
ST | IS 16 dl G- HS-FhRAl T
W E AER BRI THMT 98 S,
ey TS, STEY RAwratr 1”7 3R SE 7o
e @l e |

§aT qr@, “Uq FEé | g g3 98
U9 T@d & ol 9B G 98 A | qF H
T= @M Raare |7

IR F T offd dg X @ | deX 4
Al B A6 F 97| I8 Iee A STl
TehS! [ehTall AR 9/ & 4 H =7 & | §K”
1 g STl AT | FaX BT e ol 10
TH &0 9 98 ga AT AR T81 F AN
TeheTT | 3HS e S fRY Rl et o
TR TE AT |

A AR FYH HS-IRRAT F qY
HARH & & T |

#@-1/72, [asioEs
AT TR, TGTH-226010 (3.4.)

August 2014 / 11



Undone By Greed

Hema Rao

Kundan lived in a small, dingy, brick
house. Everyone thought Kundan was
Very poor.

This did not bother Kundan. He had
saved money day after day. Now he had
a tin box full of gold coins. In fact, poor
Kundan was a very rich man!

“If everyone thinks I am penniless,
no one will rob me!” thought Kundan,
gleefully.

One day, Kundan’s house caught fire.
He managed to escape unhurt but could
not drag out his precious tin box.

12 / T 2014

“Ohhhh!” wailed Kundan, “I have lost
everything!”

“Poor man!” said his neighbour. “He
only had a house. Now he has nothing!”

“It was an ordinary brick house,”
retorted another villager. “Why wail like
that?”

The village folks were really
puzzled. Kundan had only lost a roof on
his head. He was wailing as if he had lost
pots full of precious gold!

“There is more to this than what
meets the eye!” thought Chandru, the

ued wa gelfed



crafty money-lender. “I must find what
is so valuable about that old house!”

He met Kundan and whispered into
his ear, “What is inside your house? I'll
run in and get it out!”

Kundan whispered back that a box
full of gold coins was still inside the
house.

“If I get it out for you, what will you
give me?” whispered Chandru.

“Anything you want,” said Kundan.

“I want some of the gold,” said the
cunning Chandru.

“Take it but give the rest to me,” said
Kundan.

“I will give you only what I want!”
insisted Chandru.

“Ohhhhhh!” wailed Kundan, loudly.
“Do as you wish...Ohhhhhh!”

Chandru rushed and bravely went
into the burning house and brought out
the tin box.

“What is in it?” asked the curious
onlookers.

“QOld clothes!” said Chandru.

“Are you mad to risk your life for
that?” exclaimed a man.

“It matters to him,” said Chandru.

“What a kind-hearted man!” said one
and all. “We thought he only cared about
money. But he also has a heart of gold!”
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Chandru took Kundan and the box to
his house. He tied up all the coins inside
an old bed sheet. He then gave Kundan
the empty box!

Kundan was very angry.

“I gave you what I wanted. That was
the promise I made to you!” said cunning
Chandru.

Kundan went to the Emperor Akbar.
He narrated his tale of woe. The emperor
did not know what to do. Chandru had
given Kundan exactly what he had
promised to do! Emperor Akbar
summoned Birbal. He told him what had
transpired between Kundan and Chandru.

“You had a box full of gold coins,”
said Birbal to Chandru. “What did you
want — the box or the coins?”

“The gold coins,” said Chandru,

“You promised to give Kundan what
you wanted. So give back the gold coins
to him!” ordered Birbal.

So greedy Chandru lost all the
money he had cleverly taken from
Kundan.

He was outwitted by someone much
more cunning than him!

(Adapted from the Tales of Akbar
and Birbal)

FF-2, Suraksha Comforts
19, 17th Cross, Padmanabha Nagar
Bangalore-560070 (Karnataka)
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How the Lion Became King!

Ratna Manucha

Long, long ago, before God created man.
He made animals. To begin with — he
made only two big animals — an elephant
and a lion and let them loose in the
forest. Since the elephant and lion had
nobody else to keep them company, they
became very good friends. They played
together, ate together and even bathed
together every morning in the stream
that flowed across the middle of the
forest.

As time passed, the elephant and the
lion began to get bored with each other.

God also felt that the forest was too
vast for just two animals, so he decided
to create some more animals for the
forest. Soon, there were deer, rabbits,
tigers, leopards, wolves, snakes, bears,
monkeys and zebras giving company to
the elephant and the lion.

18 / 3T 2014

Now that there were so many
animals with different thoughts and view
points, there were many fights and many
times the sounds of the animals fighting
would echo throughout the forest. A
wise old owl, watching from his tree
hollow told the animals that the time had
come for them to choose a king.

“You must have a king”, he said.
“Someone whom you look up to.
Someone who will settle your quarrels
and whose word is considered law in this
forest.” All the animals nodded in
agreement. After all, he wasn’t called
the 'wise' owl for nothing! After a lot of
discussion, the animals decided that
since the lion and the elephant were the
oldest and biggest animals in the forest,
they should be asked to decide amongst
themselves, who would be the king.

Accordingly, the elephant and the
lion sat together and came to the
conclusion that they would have a
wrestling bout and whoever won would
be declared the king of the forest.

Two days were given to the
contestants to prepare for the final
event. During these two days, the
elephant and the lion were not to meet
each other, so they both shook paws and
went their separate ways — to the
opposite ends of the forest.

ued wa gelfed



The next morning dawned bright and
clear. The lion was an early riser and he
began to exercise so that he would be fit
and strong for the competition. One —
two, one — two, on and on, he went
exercising and stretching himself till his
bones ached with the strain.

At the other end of the forest, the
elephant was busy too. He had stayed
awake, all night long, wondering how to
get enough strength for the match.

At last, he hit upon an idea.

“Of course!” he thought to himself,
“why didn’t I think of it earlier? The
more I eat the more strength I’ll get to
wrestle with the lion!”

So, this morning, he was busy
devouring all the banana trees in the
forest! He ate and ate and ate, till his
stomach started swelling alarmingly.

“Now I’ll be strong enough to beat
my good friend, the lion,” thought the
elephant satisfyingly and sat down to eat
some more.

The great day finally arrived and all
the animals gathered together to watch
the big event. Suddenly there was a loud
roar and out from the bushes, came the
lion, flexing his muscles and advancing
menacingly.

“Where’s my friend, the elephant?”
he growled. There was yet no sign of
the elephant. The animals waited
expectantly. All of a sudden, a rustling
of trees was heard and there was the
elephant, trundling along as slow as a
snail and groaning with pain. The two best
friends now stood face to face. The
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grizzly bear blew the whistle and the
wrestling bout had begun!

“Ready, get set and go!” cried the
monkey. Just one pounce and the lion
had felled the mighty elephant with one
blow. He jumped on the elephant and
with one paw on his stomach, he waved
the other paw triumphantly!

“I’ve won! I’ve won!” he cried amidst
cheers and shouts from all the other
animals.

The two friends shook hands and the
elephant wonderingly asked the lion the
secret of his success.

"’

“Exercise!” was the lion’s prompt
reply. “Oooh!” wailed the poor elephant,
“I thought the more I eat, the more
strength I’ll have so these past two days
have been spent eating and sleeping in
that order!”

So, that is how the lion was declared
the king of the jungle. Had the mighty
elephant, used his brains, then with his
mix of brawn and brain, may be the
elephant would have been the king!

6, Haridwar Road
Dehradun-248001 (Uttarakhand)
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Remembering Our Freedom Fighters
R. N. Kabra

He shot Sir Curzon Wyllie. He was
hanged on 16 August 1909. His
supreme  sacrifice received
tremendous publicity in the world
press creating sensation all over the
British empire. Who was this brave
freedom fighter?

Two newspapers, one in English and
the other in Marathi became the
most eloquent champions of the
nationalist cause. He reorganized the
Ganpati and Shivaji festivals. Who
was this national hero behind all this
and name the two newspapers?

Who composed the 'Vande Mataram'
song?

22 / 3T 2014

10.

Name the Indian who is known as the
Father of Congress.

His last words before he was hanged
were that he was very proud to be
hanged as a first muslim for the
cause of the Indian National
Freedom Movement. Who was he?

Who unfurled the tricolour national
flag on the banks of the Ravi
proclaiming, "It was a crime against
man and God to submit any longer
to British rule."

In pursuance of Civil Disobedience
campaign including non-payment of
tax on salt etc. Gandhiji left
Sabarmati Ashram with 78 select
followers and marched to
manufacture salt from the sea. What
was this 200 miles march, to which
place and on what date?

"Our nation is like a tree of which
the original trunk was Swarajya and
branches were Swadeshi and
Boycott." Who wrote these lines and
in which newspaper?

Name the freedom fighter who wrote
Gita Rahasya while in Mandalay
Jail?

Name the heroes of the famous
Kakori train robbery case. Who
were arrested and hanged? They
were four, one of them was Pandit

ued w9 gelfed



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Ram Prasad Bismil. Name the
remaining three.

Three freedom fighters were
sentenced to death. They regarded
the gallows as garlands. They kissed
the noose. One of them told the
jailor,"You will kill us, but not the
patriotism in us. The fragrance of
freedom shall arise from our
prayers." Who told this? Name the
other two also.

In reality the British Government
was determined to strengthen the
bands of Hindu and Muslim
communalists as part of their policy
Of "o, " Fill up the
blanks.

Who was the great freedom fighter
who formed an army to fight against
the British? His slogans were 'Dilli
Chalo,' and 'Give me blood, I will
give you freedom?' Name the hero
and the army.

Simon Commission was protested
all over India. The national leader
who was leading the demonstration
in Lahore was severely lathi-charged
by Superintendent of Police,
Saunders. It meant his death. Who
was this leader?

Who gave the slogan, 'Quit India' and
when?

Who is know as the Bismarck of
India? What is his contribution for
the country?
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17. On which date General Dyer of

British army opened fire for 10
minutes on an unarmed gathering of
men, women and children for
Baisakhi festival. Officially 400
were killed, and 1100 wounded and
120 bodies were found in a well. A
valiant son of India shot dead Dyer
in London. What was the date and
who was the brave national hero?

Answers

1. Madan Lal Dhingra

2. Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Maratha (English)
and Kesari (Marathi)

3. Bankim Chandra Chatterjee

4. Dadabhai Nauroji

5. Ashfaqulla

6. Jawaharlal Nehru; 1 January 1930

7. Dandi March on 12 March 1930

8. Bal Gangadhar Tilak in Kesari

9. Lokmanya Tilak

10. Ashfaqulla; Rajendranath Lahari and
Roshan Singh.

11. Bhagat Singh; Rajguru and Sukhdeo

12. Divide and Rule

13. Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, Indian
National Army

14. Lala Lajpat Rai (Punjab Kesari)

15. Mahatma Gandbhi, 8 August 1942

16. Sardar Patel, Formation of Indian Union
by merging the states

17. 13 April 1919; Udham Singh, 13 March

1940

A-438, Kishore Kutir
Vaishali Nagar
Jaipur (Rajasthan)
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Cities Versus Villages
Divyesh Lakhotia

Many years ago when there were no
buildings, malls, proper roads,
electricity, mechanical devices and
gadgets like mobiles, televisions,
computer, radios, etc., the people had to
satisfy their needs with the use of natural
things. A girl named Riya always thought
about the future generation.

One day her mother fell ill. So Riya
had to do all the housework as her
mother was not able to do any work

because of her sickness. At night she
was very tired and went to sleep. She
started dreaming that her father is taking
her to the future generation. Riya asked
her father, “What are these moving
things?” Riya’s father answered, “These
are cars”. Riya said, “Lot of smoke is
coming out from these cars and is
making the air polluted.” Her father said
“Yes, you are absolutely right. Cars make
the air polluted.”

28 / I 2014
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Riya and her father walked a long
distance and reached a factory. Her
father said, “Do you see that building?”
That is factory.” Riya said, “So much
smoke is coming out from the factory.
It means that both cars and factory
pollute the air.” Her father said, “Yes,
you are absolutely right.”

They walked a little further and saw
some people bursting fire crackers.
Riya asked, “What are these people
doing with fire?” Her father answered,
“They are bursting fire crackers.” Riya
said, “Lot of smoke is coming out from
these fire crackers.”

Riya was not enjoying her journey.
She was surprised to see that some
people were cutting down trees. She
asked her father, “Why are they cutting
down trees?”” Her father answered, “They
are cutting down trees to build houses,
tables and chairs.” She said they should
live in huts without table and chairs
because by cutting down trees there will
be less oxygen in the air.

She was surprised to see that
garbage was thrown here and there. She
asked her father, “Why is garbage thrown
here and there?” Her father answered,
“People have thrown garbage here and
there as people of the new generation
do not care to maintain a clean
environment.” She said, “Our village is
better than city; no one pollutes the air,
cuts down trees, and throws garbage here
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and there. She said that because of the
pollution people are also suffering from
various diseases. ‘“Please take me to my
village otherwise I will also be inflicted
with these diseases.”

“Riya wake up, you have slept
enough,” said her mother. Riya woke up
from her bed and said, I saw a dream
yesterday night where I had gone to see
the future generation but I realize that
my village is better than the city of future
generation.”

Sankalp-141, Iskcon Road
Mansarovar, Jaipur-302020
(Rajasthan)
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Interactive Storytelling Session
for School Children

In its relentless efforts to promote
reading habit in the country especially
among the children, National Centre for
Children's Literature (NCCL), organised
an interactive storytelling session for
school children with Ms Kusumlata
Singh, author and Shri Partha Sengupta,
illustrator of the recently published
NBT title for children titled Phir Khil
Gaye Phool at NCCL Library in Nehru
Bhawan, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi on 25
July 2014.

In response to children's queries,
Ms Kusumlata Singh told the children
that she started writing during her school
days. She said that she had been an avid
reader and the habit of reading helped
her pen down her thoughts. She said that
she got an idea to write this book when
she went out for the morning walk. Shri
Partha Sengupta talked about the
illustrations used in the book. He said
that the minute details about characters
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of a story given by the author helps
illustrator create illustrations . He added
that illustrator also uses his imagination
and creativity to make his work
attractive. The children showed keen
interest in the session. The session was
coordinated by Shri Manas Ranjan
Mahapatra, Editor (NCCL). The children
also visited the NBT Bookshop and got
the copies of the book autographed by
the Ms Kusumlata Singh and Shri Partha
Sengupta.

At the outset, Dr M A Sikandar,
Director, NBT welcomed the author,
illustrator, participating children and
others present on the occasion. He
talked about various activities
undertaken by the Trust to promote
reading habit and urged children to read
more and more books. On this occasion,
the students presented small saplings to
the guests to create awareness about
environment.
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