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DELHI COMES ALIVE

“New Delhi can be said to
have been born at two O’ clock
on Tuesday, December 12,
1911,” said an article in Zhe
Statesman on 8 February 1931.
Yes, that was the day when
King George V, immediately
after his coronation, made the
dramatic announcement of
shifting capital from Calcutta
to Delhi. A couple of years later,
in March 1913, Delhi Town
Planning Committee finalised
the plan of the new imperial
capital. On another eventful
February day in 1921, the Empire laid
the foundation of Council House, the
tuture Sansad Bhawan which would go
on to become the symbol of the world’s
largest democracy. Thus when the Sun
was setting on the British Empire, New
Delhi was being built.

The poignant moments of Delhi’s
History! The history of royal grandeur!
'The echos of conversations in the Halls
of Private and Public Audience in Red
Fort! The joy of flying pigeons! The
all night literary gathering attended
by Mirza Ghalib, the last literary
flowering of Mughal Empire! Images
of men who controlled the destiny of
Delhi! The labour of love in building
Delhi and New Delhi!

: The Delhi Pavilion at
| Hall 7D commemorates
d 100 years of Delhi as India’s
Capital. In a circular design,
the pavilion is divided into
an inner and an outer circle.
The outer circle has panels of
paintings, miniatures, sketches
made by known and unknown
artistes of erstwhile Delhi in
full spelndour of the Mughal
period as well as during the
period of its decline. The inner
circle through photographs
gives you the history of the
building of the Lutyen’s New Delhi.

What is interesting is that the
then British Government continued
to go ahead with the building of the
New Delhi despite the fact the Indian
Freedom Movement was gaining
momentum. For those of you who
want to know the budget estimate for
the construction of the New Capital
Delhi, it is a paltry sum of Rupees 13
crore 7 lakh only.

Not only the connoisseurs of art,
any curious visitor would learn a plenty
by visiting the pavilion. The Delhi we
see today is a far cry from the Delhi
of yore. One has to come and see the
Pavilion to experience the past of the
city one lives in.




NEW EDITORIAL TRENDS IN PUBLISHING

F

How big is the market of trade books,
fiction and children’s books in India and
France? What is the range of themes in
these three genres? Who are the readers
of these books? What is the difference
between Indian and French perception
of marketing success? Is there a visible
decline in the readership of serious
literary fiction? Are Indian independent
publishers taking the mantle of serious
university presses? Is content taking a
back seat? Is Bollywoodisation of Indian
Publishing the order of the day? Even
if it is so who cares as long as younger
generation is reading? Why have there
been an ever-increasing number of
publishers looking for a mass market
imprint in India? Is translation into
English from Indian regional languages
an emerging trend in Indian urban fiction
market? What are the major differences

A panel discussion on the reception of
books on Indian Cinema by publishers
abroad, titled ‘Lights, Camera, Rights!
was organised at the Theme Pavilion.
Discussants at the session included
Shri  Amarnath Verma, CMD,
Star Publishers, Ms V.K. Karthika,
Publisher, Harper Collins, Shri
Mitradu Basu, Editor, OUP, Ms Dipa
Chaudhry, Chief Editor Om Books
International and Ms Arti Kharkhane,
Chief Librarian, National Film
Archive, Pune.

between Indian and French markets for
children’s books?

These were some of the issues
discussed at a seminar on ‘New Editorial
Trends in Publishing: An Indo-French
Panorama’ at the Rights Hall, jointly
organised by French Embassy in
India, BIEF (International Office for
the Promotion of French Books) and
National Book Trust, India.

The discussants at the seminar

included Mr. Eric Vigne, Editor in
Chief, Gallimard, Paris; Mr. S. Anand,

Co-founder and Director, Navayana

LIGHTS, CAMERA, RIGHTS!

In his welcome address Shri M.A.
Sikandar, Director, NBT said that
NBT will be opening book promotion
centres at various places which will
work towards the promotion of books
and the publishing industry, both in
India and abroad. According to Verma
Indian cinema is very popular abroad
and in particular, Pakistan, where we
have not yet explored the possibilities
for books. For Mitrada Basu, it is not
easy to find takers for such books
among the general publishers whereas
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Publishing House, New Delhi; Ms.

Emma Foucher, Literary Section,
Mollat Bookshop, Bordeaux; Mors.
Priyanka Malhotra, Director, Full

Circle Publishing and Bookstores; Mrs.
Michele Moreau, director and Founder,
Didier, Jeunesse, Paris; and Mrs Radhika
Menon, Publisher and Editorial Director,
Tulika Publishers, Chennai.

Among the issues discussed include
the scene of nonfiction in France and
India, the boom in the market for such
books, readership, low priced editions,
mass market imprints, and the problems
of multilingual publishing for children in
India. Earlier, M.A. Sikandar, Director,
NBT, India, Max Claudet, Counsellor
for Culture and Cooperation, French
Embassy in India and Jean-Guy Boin,
Director, BIEF, spoke at the inaugural

session of the seminar.

university presses abroad still can
consider them. The Rights Catalogue,
said Dipa Chaudhry, is a good starting
point to assess the kind of publications
being brought out in the country.
Except for coftee table books on popular
stars like Shah Rukh Khan, other titles
do not interest them much, she added.
Ms Karthika felt that despite the kind
of money and media attention that
cinema and sports receive, books on
the subjects as such do not benefit from
it. But now with filmmakers interested
in new writings, books on cinema too
have a bright future. But Ms Arti said
that there is a great demand for books
on Indian cinema and we host many
scholars from abroad who work on the
subject. Among other issues discussed
was the possibility of a model contract
for such deals, institutional support
and documentation.
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CHILDREN AT THE WORKSHOP

An interesting illustration workshop
was held at the children’s pavilion. Salla
Savolainen, a Finnish illustrator and
Atanu Roy, an Indian illustrator, came
together to brush up the artistic talents
of a group of enthusiastic children. They
were joined by Juha Virta, a popular
children’s writer from Finland. Virta
narrated a small story to the children.
The children were asked to draw an
illustration each on whatever they liked
from the story. The illustrators gave some
tips to the budding artists including
what basic elements they need to keep
in mind while illustrating a story.

The workshop concluded with
Juha Virta, Salla Savolainen and Atanu
Roy discussing the illustrations made
by the children and highlighting the
fundamentals of illustrating a children’s
book and making it appealing for
young minds.

Earlier a book release function of

eight Finnish books, translated into
English and Hindi was held. Releasing
books,

the H.E. Terhi Hakala,

Ambassador of Finland to India was
happy to see an audience of enthusiastic
children eager to learn more about
the art of good illustrations. Students
from various schools gathered in large
numbers at the pavilion.

The books released on the occasion
were namely First Day in the School,
Rubyheart, Good Night Anokhi, and
Anokhis New Friend in English and
Surili ki Lambi Tangen, Dosti aur Mauj
Masti, Hira Dil, and School ka Pehla
Din in Hindi.

Earlier Shri M.A. Sikandar,
Director, NBT welcomed the guests
and the audience comprising children,
teachers, resource persons and
facilitators and talked about the books
in NBT’s children’s series and the work
done by NCCL, NBT’s children’s wing,
towards publishing and promoting
good children’s literature. Others
present on the occasion included
Dr Iris Schwanck, Director, Finnish
Literature Exchange, and Shri Arvind
Kumar, from A&A Book Trust.

Muzaffar Ali of the Umrao Jaan fame
released a book titled Hindustani Filmon
mein Tehzib-e-Awadh ki Akkasi, by Dr
Muntazir Qaimi. Prof. Imtiaz Ahmad, JNU,
and Ms Farida M. Naik, Jt. Director, NBT
were also present. Later the film Umrao
Jaan was screened at the Theme Pavilion.

Javed Akhtar at the release of the book The
Company Red written by Shantanu Dhar
and published by Om Books International.
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K. Srikkanth  was

seen promoting
his e-portals  ‘edustrokes.com” and
‘careerstrokes.com’—unique learning
tools for children to learn Maths &
Science through the language of sports.

SHARJAH & DELHI COME CLOSER

Mr. Ahmed Rakkad Al Amri, the
Director of Sharjah International Book
Fair (SIBF) is in Delhi to attend the
New Delhi World Book Fair heading
a 4-member delegation from Sharjah,
UAE. SIBF is known as the most
successful book fair in the Middle
East. The delegation met Mr. M.A.
Sikandar, Director, NBT and discussed
tuture plan areas of cooperation.

M. Sikandar proposed to have an
Indian Pavilion in the next SIBF to be
held in November this year. Mr. Ahmed
proposed to have a Sharjah Cultural
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Days event in Delhi showcasing the
cultural products from Sharjah. During

the meeting Mr. Ahmed said that SIBF
had benefitted from its participation
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at the New Delhi World Book Fair
and because of which the number of
participants from India is increasing
year after year.

SIBF is organising the ‘Children’s
Reading Festival’ (earlier known as
Sharjah Children’s Book Fair) from 23
April to 2 May 2012.

Publishers can visit the website
www.sharjahbookfair.com to register
themselves in these book fairs, or can
visit Stall 53-54 in Hall 7 at this Fair.
NBT is a regular participant in SIBF

for several years.
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CULTURAL PROGRAMME

Yesterday evening was brought alive by
various folk groups from Rajasthan at Lal
Chowk. The Maganihar folk singing was
followed by many traditional folk dances
from the state viz. Chari, Ghoomar, Kaalbalia,
Bhavai and Fire Dance.
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Two books, one on Bupen Hazarika
and the other on Indira Goswami were
released by Mrs. Santa S. Singh, Vice-
Chairman, Sangeet Natak Akademi and
Justice M.K. Sharma former Chief Justice
of Delhi High Court, respectively.

TODAY’S EVENTS : Tuesday, 28 February 2012

Date/ Time Event Organiser
Theme Pavilion Hall No. 7E
11:30 - 14.00 hrs  Literature that Walks, Talks and Sings: Screening of Devdas National Book Trust, India & NFAI

17:30 - 20:00 hrs  Literature that Walks, Talks and Sings: Screening of Malgudi Days National Book Trust, India & NFAI
Children’s Pavilion Hall No. 14

10:30 - 13:00 hrs ~ Writing a Story National Book Trust, India

Short Play based on a Book; Book Review Workshop DTEA Sr. Sec. School

Story-telling Session Habitat Children’s Books Forum
15:30 - 17:30 hrs ~ Panel Discussion-cum-Interactive Session DSBSPA & Children’s Books Forum

Other Events

Date/ Time Event Venue Organiser
10:00 hrs Rights Table: A Forum to Mezzanine, Hall No. 14 National Book Trust, India & GBO
exchange copyrights
11:00 - 13:00 hrs  Book Presentation Conference Room 2 Hall No. 6 The Nielsen Company
Book Release Function Conference Room 3 Hall No. 14 Qbend Digital Content India
13:00 - 15:00 hrs  Discussion Conference Room 3 Hall No. 14 Unique Publishers
Book Release Function Conference Room 2 Hall No. 6 General Book Depot
15:00 - 17:00 hrs  Book Release Function Conference Room 1 Hall No. 6 Readworthy Publications
Literary Programme Conference Room 2 Hall No. 6 Flipkart.com
Seminar on E-books Conference Room 3 Hall No. 14 IndiaEbooks.com
17:00 - 19:00 hrs  Book Release Function Conference Room 1 Hall No. 6 Readworthy Publications
Annual Functon Conference Room 2 Hall No. 6 Shabd Publications

18:00 - 20:00 hrs  Cultural Programmes at Lal Chowk organised by Sahitya Kala Parishad: Marshall Art from Kerala:
Kalaripayattu; Marshall & Folk Dances of Manipur: PungCholam, Dholcholam, Stick Dance and Jai Ho

Hall No. 1 Stall Nos. 168 to 183 : English Publications
Visit NBT Stalls at : Hall No. 11 Stall Nos. 256 to 271 : Language Publications
Hall No. 14 Stall Nos. 70to 79 : Children’s Publications
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