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Promoting Love for Books

An illustration workshop for the young
was organised by National Centre for
Children’s Literature, National Book
Trust, India at Ferozabad on 8-9
December 2012 in collaboration with
Brij Bhushan Memorial Society.
Around sixty young girls participated in
the workshop and drew coloured
pictures for the text of thisissue of the
Bulletin.

The two-day workshop was
conducted by Shri Durga Dutt Pandey,
noted artist. A session on Book Review
together with an exhibition of books for
the young adults was also organised on
the occasion. In the past, NCCL had
organised atwo-day Reading Festival in
Firozabad in 2010 in which interactive
sessions with authors, reading sessions
and a creative writing workshop were
held.

At Delhi, a seminar on “Holistic
Development of Children: Face a Book”
was organised in collaboration with the
Centre for Child and Adolescent Well
Being, Department of Socialwork,
University of Delhi on 16 November
2012. The seminar was inaugurated in
graceful presence of Prof. Sushma Batra,
Head of the Department, Prof. Sanjay
Bhatt, Hon. Director of Centrefor Child
and Adolescent Well Being, and Mr. M.A.
Sikandar, Director NBT. They shared their
views about the value of books and the
vita roleit playsin our life.
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“Books have an abiding value and
serve our need as a companion when
oneislonely. One can catch up a good
one and just relish its content. Even
during the time of leisure, we pick up
books and magazines and refresh
ourselves with new ideas and thoughts,”
the speakers said. Dr. Ira Saxena, Dr.
Harpreet Bhatia, Shri Somnath Dixit,
DrB.K. Tyagi, MsKusumlataSingh and
Dwijendra Kumar conducted their
respective sessions on the occasion.

On 17 November, 2012 aworkshop
on enacting a story on Premchand’'s
masterpiece “ldgah” was organized at
Project Concern International, India's
Shelter’s Home located in Bhango
village of Mewat district in

Haryana. The resource person was Mr.
Hafiz Khan, asenior theatre expert from
the panel of National School of Drama
and TIE company. Along with the
children from Shelter Home, children
from adjacent villages also participated
in this workshop.
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Sukhdev

R.K.Tandon

LLIL

[

In the history of India's revolution,
Sukhdev hasaspecial place. IntheLahore
Conspiracy case hewas declared accused
along with Bhagat Singh and Rgjguru and
was later hanged with them. He believed
that through armed revolution, the
British could be driven out of the country
and the Indians could be independent. For
this purpose he devoted his whole life.

6 / STFeNI 2013
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This great revolutionary and
colleague of Bhagat Singh was born on
15 May 1907 in Lyallpur, Punjab (now
in Pakistan). Hisfather Ram Lal Thapar
died three months before his birth. His
uncle LalaAchint Ram brought him up.
Another uncle of his, Lala Anant Ram
was a national leader and at the time of
Sukhdev’shirth hewasfacing conviction
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under the marshal law. Sukhdev’s early
education took placein Lyallpur. At the
ageof fivehegot admissioninAryaHigh
School. In 1922, he passed his High
School exams. After that he went to
Lahore for further studies. But his heart
was somewhere else. He was a
revolutionary and in Lahore he came
into contact with another revolutionary,
Bhagat Singh. Both were the students of
D.A.V. College, Lahore. They joined
handswith several other young men and
formed a group, which later became an
organization. Chandra Shekhar Azad,
Jatindra Nath Das and Sachindra Nath
Sanyal were the guiding forces behind
the organization. Thisorganization was
very active in Punjab that made the
British Government nervous and alert.

Both Sardar Bhagat Singh and
Sukhdev formed Naujawan Bharat
Sabha at Lahore. Itsmain objectivewas
to give political education to young
men so that the message of revolution
travelledfadt. Initially Bhagat Singh was
its leader and later this work was given
to Sukhdev. Sukhdev worked very well.
He brought raw material from different
sourcesfor abomb factory. At thistime,
he was only twenty years old.
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Sukhdev loved Hindi languagethough
it was not his mother tongue. He tried
tolearnit and later became acampaigner
of Hindi. He used to teach Hindi to his
friends and tried to explain its
importanceto them. Intherevolutionary
group, Sukhdev was called ‘Villager’,
because he was avery simple man. His
behaviour, his lifestyle and dressing
sensewerejust likevillage-folk. Hewas
an ordinary man with an extraordinary
outlook.

On one hand, he was a cheerful man
and even small matters made him laugh
heartily just like an innocent person. On
the other hand, Sukhdev’s silence was
disturbing. It seemed that some severe
pain inside his heart was hurting him
emotionally and for hours together he
used to ponder over something or the
other. The smile on his face showed his
contempt over socia evils, conservatives
and differences of political opinions.
Sukhdev was one of the senior most
leaders and an active member of the
Hindustan Socialist Republican
Association. He started study circles at
the National College (Lahore) in order
to delve into India's past as well as to
scrutinize the finer aspects of the
Russian Revolution.
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Sukhdev was a devoted man. If he
wanted to do something then nothing
could change hisdecision. When hewas
astudent and had no connection with the
revolutionary party, he had got tattooed
theword Omon hishand. But later, this
symbol became a prominent
identification and he wanted to remove
it. Inthosedays, inAgra, nitric acid was
used for making bombs. Without telling
anybody, he put a lot of acid on the
tattooed-word Om. By the evening, he
got plenty of burn marksat that placeand
he got fever but he did not disclose this
to anybody and behaved normally as if
nothing had happened. Chandra Shekhar
Azad and Bhagat Singh were very angry
with him, when they cameto know about
thisincident. Laughingly, Sukhdev said,
“the symbol of identification will be
destroyed and | would be able to redlize
the capacity of acid.” After some time
when the injury healed, some remains of
the tattoo were till there on his hand.
He decided to removeit also and for this
he put a light candle below his hand to
burn the skin. This caused him severe
pain andinjury.

Sukhdev was not present in the
meeting of the Central Committee in
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which it was decided to throw abomb in
the Delhi Assembly. Bhagat Singh
pleaded that he should be sent for this
mission but the members did not agree
with him because the Punjab police was
on his trail for the murder of Saunders.
The Central Committee decided to send
two other persons for this work. After
two or three days when Sukhdev came
to know about this, he vehemently
protested the decision. He believed that
only Bhagat Singh could explain the
political philosophy of bomb throwing,
if he was arrested. He discussed the
matter with Bhagat Singh and asked him
to execute the plan but when the Central
Committee refused to give permission
to Bhagat Singh he again discussed the
matter with him. Looking at hisadamant
attitude, the Committee had to change
its decision. Sukhdev left the same
evening for Lahore without meeting
anybody. Personally he had a great
affection for Bhagat Singh but for the
sake of idealism he had to sacrifice his
dearest friend and in a way he was
instrumental for sending Bhagat Singh
to the jaws of death.

After the Assembly Bomb episode,
Sukhdev and other members continued

1e& #d gelfed



| /,.

to do the party work. He established a
bomb factory with the help of Yashpal
and other colleagues. After some time
the police located this bomb factory and
Sukhdev was arrested.

Sukhdev also participated in the
1929 Prison Hunger Strike to protest
against theinhuman treatment meted out
totheinmates. During the period of trial,
he was indifferent towards his case
because he was not expecting justice
from the enemy’s court. On 23 March
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1931, Sukhdev was hanged at Lahore
jail aong with his dear friends Bhagat
Singh and Rajguru.

Sukhdev wrote a letter to Mahatma
Gandhi just prior to his hanging,
protesting against the latter’s
disapproval of revolutionary tactics.
This letter throws light on the
disparities between the two major
schools of thought among the Indian
freedom fighters. Gandhiji was
negotiating with the Government for the
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release of political prisoners not
convicted of violence. On the other
side, he was also appealing to the
revolutionaries to stop their activities,
as he believed that freedom could not
be achieved through violence. The
letter was published in *Young India’ on
23 April 1931, after the execution of
Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev. The
letter reads as......

"Most Gracious Mahatma Ji, recent
reports show that, since the successful
termination of your peace negotiations,
you have made several public appealsto
the revolutionary workers to call off
their movement at least for the present
and give you a last chance to try your
non-violent cult...The Congress is
bound by its Lahore resolution to carry
on the struggle relentlessly till the
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complete Independence is achieved. In
face of the resolution, the peace and
compromise is nothing but a temporary
truce which only means a little rest to
organize better forces on a larger scale
for the next struggle... as is evident
from the very name—The Hindustan
Socialist Republic  Party—the
revolutionaries stand for the
establishment of the Socialist Republic
whichisnot ahalf-way house. They are
bound to carry on the struggle till their
goal is achieved and their ideal
consummated. But they would be quite
apt to change their tactics according to
the changing circumstances and
environment.

Revolutionary struggle assumes
different shapes at different times. It
becomes sometimes open, sometimes
purely agitational and sometimes a
fierce life-and-death struggle. In the
circumstances, there must be special
factors, the consideration of which may
prepare the revolutionaries to call off
their movement...Since  your
compromise you have called off your
movement and consequently all of your
prisoners have been released. But, what
about the revolutionary prisoners.
Dozens of Ghadar Party prisoners
imprisoned since 1915, are still rotting
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injails; in spite of having undergone the
full terms of their imprisonment.
Prisoners are buried in these living
bombs, and so are dozens of Babbar
Akali prisoners. Deogarh, Kakori,
Machhua Bazar and Lahore Conspiracy
Case prisoners are amongst those
numerous who are still locked behind
the bars. More than half a dozen
conspiracy trialsare going on at Lahore,
Delhi, Chittagong, Bombay, Cal cuttaand
elsewhere. Dozens of revolutionaries
are absconding and amongst them are
many females. More than half a dozen
prisoners are actually waiting for the
executions. What about all these
people?

The three Lahore Conspiracy Case
condemned prisoners, who have
luckily come into prominence and
who have acquired enormous public
sympathy, do not form the bulk of the
revolutionary party. Their fate is not
the only consideration before the
party. As a matter of fact the
executions are expected to do greater
good than the commutation of their
sentences... Therefore we request you
either to talk to some revolutionary
leaders, or to stop these appeals...
Hope you will kindly consider the
above request and let your view be
known publicly."

"From the NBT Book
Hanged for their Patriotism®
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Multitalented Artist — Leonardo da Vinci

Roop N. Kabra

It may beleavesof atree, handsof aman,
rocks, starfilled sky, raining clouds or
thundering lightning - he painted so nice
and lively pictures of these that
whosoever saw these felt dumbfounded.
Therewas none equal to himin painting
light and shade pictures. Famous portrait
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of Mona Lisa and Jesus Christ’s Last
Supper are immortal creations of this
multi-talented artist Leonardo da Vinci,
painter of innumerable pictures of
child’s smile, groups of flying birds,
different faces of men, old people,
warriors, nerves inside the skin and
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muscles etc. Leonardo daVinci was not
only apainter skilled architect, sculptor,
engineer, draughtsman, astronomer,
botanist, zoologist and anatomist etc. He
was the first person to sketch out the
inside of the brain on wax. He aso to
explained the functioning of heart and
pupils of eyes as also. Why leaves are
arranged in the branches in one
particular way was also investigated by
him.

He also thought differently
compared to the great thinkers of the
fifteenth century like Aristotle, He was
a modern scientist of his period.
Leonardo was very curious and he felt
that nothing was beyond his minute
observation and microscopic intellect.

He had explained even before
Copernicus that the sun doesn’t revolve
round the earth and that the earth isalso
a planet like the moon. It was he who
suggested for thefirst time that the study
of the surface of the moon should be
done with the help of ahuge magnifying
lense. Observing the lightning and the
thunder, he concluded that light travels
faster than sound.

He also succeeded in understanding
the blood circulation system and
thickening of arteries. He was the first
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to find out that the annual rings in the
stem of atree can give us information
about the age of the tree and also the
annual details of humidity.

The praise of Leonardo’s talents
doesn’'t end here. Even much beforethe
industrial revolution when there were
no screws and screw drivers, he had
invented rachet, wrench, jack, kharad
and even a crane which could lift a
church. He was the first scientist to
suggest that wind power can aso give
energy and made an air-conditioning
machine and hygrometer.

This great artist who called wars
“brutal frenzy” aso worked inthe army
as engineer. He designed a double-
walled cruiser so that when the outer
cover is destroyed, the ship could flout
on the inner cover.

His study, experimentation,
sketching, observation in the field of
aerodynamics was original. He said,
“Birds fly according to a mathematical
rule and even men hasthisability if they
follow the birds’.

He would open the doors of the
cages allowing the birds to fly and
studied their flight, rising steps and
spreading of wings. His observation
was so quick, keen and sharp that
whatever he saw, he could draw exactly
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the similar even if it were flying birds,
running vehicles and horses.

He had thoroughly thought about the
gliders, parachute and helicopter etc.
Such a great, unique, talented painter,
scientist, engineer, musician, architect
and biologist, Leonardo da Vinci was
born in 1452 in Florence, Italy near
Vinci.

Right from childhood he was
extraordinarily curious. He had athirst
to learn, know and find out the secret of
everything. At the age of 15 years with
training under the great master painter

crowd. He was never satisfied with his
work. He was so fast in planning new
projects that the previous work
remained incomplete. He used to say
“I want to do miracle”. Later he
repented that he had wasted |ot of time.
Six thousand pageswritten and sketched
by him are still in Europe. He also
learnt the art of reverse writing.

This most talented, wonderful man
died at the age of 67. None elsein the
history matches with his great
personality. No one like him has ever
been born so far.

Verokkyo, he astonished him
with hisartistic and wonderful
paintings.

He was a well-built and
handsome person. He was a
very good horse rider and an
extempore poet. He sang his
compositions on the musical
instrument made by himself.
At the age of 28 he had been
recognized as the best painter
of the period among the
painting masters such as
Michelangelo, Raphel and
Battervali.

He was very impatient
and cynical. Heliked to keep away from
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adream of being with you.

It wasabright sunny morning
thesky washblue
therewasasilent cool breeze
andjust‘Me and‘You' !

| saw adream...

adream of uslyingonthegrass
watching clouds, high above
asthetime passed

Wewerereadinginthe shad
thebirdsweresingingto us
astogether therewelaid
therewasno onetofuss.

Ahlcon International School
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Ddhi-110091
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Chickenitaz : Centre of Maya Civilisation
R.K. Bharti

e T PEIN

Between the 3 and 9" centuries A.D.,
the Mayas built some pyramids all
across eastern Mexico and into modern
Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, and El
Salvador. Made of stone blocks held
together with strong lime mortar, Mayan
pyramids were built at steeper angles
than Egyptian ones. The staircases
sometimes got narrower as they rose,
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to make the pyramids seem even taller
and steeper. Thisalso drew attention to
the rituals performed in the temple
chamber at thetop. Crowds gathered at
the base, but only priests could climb
to the sacred heights.

TheMayaswere skilled astronomers
and laid out their pyramids according to
the sun, moon, and stars. They also
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developed yearly and sacred calendars,
a system of mathematics, and their own
language of picture-writing or “glyphs’.
This has still not been fully deciphered.

City Kigdom

The Maya did not have a single capita
or king. Instead each city governed
itself under itsown ruler. Oneimportant
later city was Chichen Itzainthe Yucatan
Peninsula. There were many major
religious and administrative buildings
there, including the famous pyramid El
Castillo. The stone pillars in the
architecture show the influence of the
Toltecs, a neighbouring culture.

Over 1,000 years ago, this was the
centre of largest Maya civilization.
Chichen Itza rose to prominent Mayan
city but strangely, the people abandoned
the city suddenly. There was never a
Mayan kingdom and wars were
constantly being fought between the
cities. This may have played a part in
the downfall of the civilization. But the
Maya are still around. About nine
million of them live in central America
and 31 Maya languages are spoken.

The pyramid of Kukulkan, located at
the centre of Chichen Itza, is one of the
greatest Mayan structures. Originally
each side had 91 steps and with the
addition of the platform at the top, there
are 365 steps, one for each day of the
year. The stone steps are not so steep,
but the optical illusion of a vertical
climb is legendary.
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At mid-afternoon on the days of the
spring and autumn equinoxes, the
shadow that covers the northeast angle
of the pyramid is reflected on the
stairway and formstriangles of light and
shade that ook like the movement of a
serpent. This effect is more impressive
because it touches a large head of
Kukulkan i.e. feathered serpent at the
bottom of the stairway, making it appear
as if the serpent was descending from
the pyramid. Such an effect could only
be obtained by precise architectural and
astronomical measurements.

In the Temple of the Red Jaguar,
archaeol ogists discovered the Throne of
the Jaguar, which may have been athrone
for the high priest.

The Temple of the Warriors has
thousand pillars scul ptured in bas-relief,
which have retained much of their
origina colour. Murals once adorned
itswalls. It is surrounded by numerous
reined building known as the Group of
a Thousand Columns.

Cenotes are a common natural
formation in Yucatan. Under the earth’s
surface are huge dripstone caves filled
with ground water. Sometimes the
chalky soil breaksaway, reveding aview
of and access to the depths below. The
Cenote of Sacrifice was reserved for
rituals related to human sacrifice for
pleasing the rain god.

56, Nagin Lake
Peeragarhi, Delhi-110085
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L ook Before You Leap

Manas Ranjan Samal

Once there was a tiger in ajungle. He
was suffering from high temperature.

His family doctor, the old hare had
prescribed him to take the young fresh
blood of a fox. The tiger had become
old, lost his teeth and was very feeble,
helpless and weak. Hunting had almost
become impossible on hispart. Hewas
dependent upon his own fate and had
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been staying near a pond in the dense
forest. By chanceonly that he could hunt
any animal while they came near the
pond, else remained without food.

A young fox with a sound physique
came regularly to drink water in the
pond. The tiger wanted to taste the soft
flesh of the fox. Everyday he tried to
entrap the fox telling him soft words
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about the old friendship with his father
that they were bosom friends. “He used
to visit my place with your mother
amost everyday. Hecouldsinginavery
sweet voice and possessed a very good
health. In hismemory, | have preserved
hisviolin which he used to play. You do
not know how many animals we have
killed in our youth and earned
uncountable sins. That was the reason

Vanshika Sharma.
[
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why your father, my wifeand all my sons
have died. Thereisno oneleft whom |
cancall my own. Sol amleadingapious
life here at the advice of a prophet and
bathe early in the morning in the river
Ganga. | have become vegetarian and
worship every morning.”

The fox was very clever and did not
come near the haunting tiger. There
lived a monkey in the forest, a close
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friend of the tiger. The tiger reveadled
the hidden agendato his friend. Friend
in need is afriend indeed. The monkey
hit upon a plan and asked the tiger to
sleep over anarrow canal and cover his
body with green leaves and flowers so
asto present false view of abridge. The
tiger followed the idea in toto. In the
meanwhile, the monkey went to invite
the fox and told him that a new bridge
had been constructed and was being
inaugurated by thee ephant. “Asyou had
been to your uncle’'s house, so please
do visit it today at any cost.”
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But the fox smelt a rat. From a
distance, he watched whether it was a
real or fake bridge. The tiger on the
other hand could not stop its tail from
trembling with joy, at the prospect of
catching the fox. As a result, many of
the green leaves and the flowers
coveringthetiger’stail tumbled and fell
down. Now thetail could be seen from
a distance and the clever fox came to
know about the plan of the monkey. The
tiger fled away. From that day, he never
came near the pond.
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Two interesting books from CBT

TheKingand theM onk

He is shrewd. He is
| ambitious Heismighty.
Yet, the BactrianKing
cravesfor more. More
Béttles....morespilling
of blood....” Power

. makes a man
\ - arogant..” “ Butisitnot
o aking'sduty toexpand
hiskingdom..?”’

Caught in a dilemma Menander gets
impatient. Still something about the Buddhist
monk arrests his attention. Years later they
meet again, theking in battle dress, the monk
in saffron robes and they walk
together...among the dead, thedying and the
wounded.

“Alasl” saysthemonk, “they died only to
satisfy anambition. .. your ambition...”

Bothfell slent. Inthedistance Menander
can hear the chanting of Buddhist hymns...
Would theseimpact hisfuture?

A very interesting story with exquisite
illustrations.

Dancesof India

The Indian
classical
dance, a
heady
combination
of traditional
storytelling,
physical art
and musical
compositions
is adistin -
guishedvisud
art form that
impacts the

DANCES 5
t--l-n;..-"';" OF = 'r*"

INDIA

audiencethroughitsabhinaya, rasa, tireand

ornaments.

Captured within the pages of thisbook
isthe essence of various dances explained
inamanner only agreat guru cantell.
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