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Workshops and Seminars

National Centre for Children’s Literature, 3
wing of National Book Trust, India recently
organized a number of events and workshops
to promote reading habit among children in
punjab, Uttarakhand, Delhi, Rajasthan, Dadra
and Nagar Haveli, Jammu and Kashmir etc.

With an adhere mission for inculcating
reading habit in children it organized seminar
and workshops in Punjabi at Amritsar on
August 1 & 2. The speakers informed about
some leading names writing for children in
Punjabi including Darshan Singh Asht, Ajmer
Sidhu, Jasbeer Bhullar, Gurbachan Singh
Bhullar, Khuswant Bargari, Gurpreet Mansa
and Ravinder Ravi. They also informed about
the leading publishers bringing out children's
books including Punjab School Education
Board (Pankhuriyan and Primary Sikhya), NBT
and Sahitya Akademi.

On 24 August, NCCL conducted a
Storytelling session at MCD School, Janak Puri
as part of reading promotion initiatives. Jayati
Ojha, a radio jockey by profession took the
session and won hearts of children and teachers
alike.

National Book Trust, India organized
Silvassa Book Festival at Dadra and Nagar
Haveli with the kind cooperation of Tourism
Deptt from 30th September to 7th October.
Some wonderful events and workshops were
conducted at Silvassa by NCCL. This was for
the first time a Book Fair had been organized at
Dadra and Nagar Haveli. It was liberated from
Portuguese in 1954, Its really a beautiful place
with over 40 percentage area covered by forests;
has huge tribal population and with the same
cause in mind, NCCL conducted few workshops
for students and teachers of tribal areas.
Renowned writer and Sahitya Akademi awardee
Rajiv Tambe conducted sessions for teachers on
how to promote creativity among children.
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On 7 October at Udaipur, NCCL organized
a Workshop on Writing Travelogues for
Children. Vimla Bhandari, an eminent writer
and Sahitya Akademi awardee, Anil Jayaswal
Member Editorial Team Nandan and Dr
Kunjan Acharya, writer and media personality
conducted the session.

To spark children's imagination and
stimulate curiosity, NCCL organised a storytelling
session for children at its Delhi office on 10
October. Fouzia Dastango, renowned storyteller
took children to a world of fun and merriment
through her unique presentation of stories.

On 31 October in Jammu, it organized
a Story writing workshop on Universal
Values in Languages of Jammu and Kashmir
in collaboration with Jammu and Kashmir
Academy of Art Culture and Languages to
celebrate birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabh

Bhai Patel.

The experts included Sahitya Akademi
awardee Dogri writer Mohan Singh, ex Director
Radio Kashmir Rukhsana Jabeen, Pahadi Writer
Nisar Rahi, Kashmiri and Urdu expert Piyare
Hatash and Urdu writer Shehnaz Qadri.
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A Dream
Madhav G Godse

Akanksha. She was sent to a primary
school by her parents. She used to get
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Once upon a time in a faraway land,
there lived a poor little girl named
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very fewer marks because she had no
interest in studies. Her parents were
upset and used to comment, "Look how
our neighbour's daughter is the 'topper’
of her class." But Akanksha argued
with her parents every time saying, "I
am not interested in studies!"

Her talent was in singing. She
used to sing '‘Bhajans' in the temple
and patriotic songs in school assembly
but her parents were against it. They
told her that she needs to get good
marks so that she can get a job in the
city. But Akanksha replied worriedly,
"I have my talent, I will sing!"

Once she went with her father to
a nearby city for some work. Sitting
on the bus, Akanksha began to sing
a beautiful song in her melodious
voice. Sitting behind her father was
a famous singer, who was pleased to
hear her soothing voice. The singer
told Akanksha that she has a lyrical
voice and that she can become a
famous singer one day.

The singer asked her, "Do you
Vantto be a professional singer? I can
Make you a famous one." Akanksha

Readers’ Club Bulletin

replied hesitatingly, "I would love to
sing but my father won't allow me."
The singer told her that he would
convince her father. He talked to
her father and requested him to let
Akanksha follow her dreams. But
father remained on his stand, "I don't
want her to ruin her life by becoming
a singer. I want her to become an
employee of a company in the city."

The singer was quick to reply,
"She would get a job but do you think
she will enjoy it. Ask her?" Akanksha
shook her head. Father took no time
in realising the real calling of her
daughter and got convinced. He gave
a go-ahead sign to Akanksha. "Go,
child! explore your abilities and fly
to the sky."

And soon the day came when
Akanksha was called to the studio for
her first recording session. The song
was an instant hit. Akanksha became
a star and got a handsome payment
for her song. Then, her career took
off and she never looked back. She is
now one of the highest paid singers
and lives happily with her family.

(Written in an NCCL Workshop)
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Jhansi
Alka Jain

What to say about this land, the land should visit Jhan§i, when thf:re. are
that suffered so! innumerable tourist places, Inviting
and beautiful? The reason is that it s

impossible to forget that one brave
woman, who rose up from this lang
Have you ever pondered upon why one against the debilitating foreign rule,

And saw the heroic Rani. Oh! Not so
long ago!

. - = v- '.
Readers’ Club Bulletin

. 1
November 2015 1-

T —

Scanned with CamScanner



with a grit and determination unheard
of even today. The woman is Rani
Lakshmi Bai, the queen of Jhansi. The
moment one mentions Jhansi, the image
of Rani Lakshmi Bai emerges valiant
and bright. In this otherwise small and
nondescript city of Uttar Pradesh, the
deeds of the heroic Rani call out to
every heart to rise above the self and
work tirelessly for one's motherland.
An epitome of sacrifice, the Rani of
Jhansi has endeared the city and spread
its name far and wide.

A visit to this abode of the brave
queen thus becomes very important.
Rani Lakshmi Bai was one of the
leading lights in India's first war of
independence against the British. A
courageous girl since childhood, she took
the responsibility of her kingdom when
her husband, the Maharaja of Jhansi
died. When the British were annexing
princely states through treachery, she
revolted with the help of other Indian
revolutionary leaders. The British
were surprised by her extraordinary
fighting spirit. In the modern era of
rising voices on women empowerment
and nationalism, the name of this brave
Queen remains immortalised.

; If you visit Jhansi, it becomes
Imperative to see the seventeenth

century Fort standing tall and proud
in the heart of the city. Its high walls

Readers' Club Bulletin

are reminiscent of the high ideals of
the Rani. Just down the small hilly
road very close to the fort is the Rani
Mabhal, the abode of Rani Lakshmi Bai,
which has now been converted into
a museum. The city also boasts of a
Government museum, which exhibits
weapons, statues arid photographs that
represent the Chandela dynasty and a
picture gallery of the Gupta period. An

“exclusive gallery on Rani Laxmi Bai

IS a unique attraction.

Located on a rocky plateau and
called the Gateway to Bundelkhand,
Jhansi is situated between the rivers
Pahuj and Betwa, in the extreme south
of Uttar Pradesh. It is well connected to
major cities and states through railways
and roads. It is dotted with a number
of dams, the most significant being the
Rajghat Dam.

There are many temples in and
around Jhansi. The most renowned
being the Orchha Ram Raja Temple,
built on the banks of ariver and thronged
by Indian and foreign tourists. Jhansi is
the birthplace of Major Dhyanchand,
the world renowned hockey player, and
also of the great poet, Rashtra Kavi, Sri

Maithili Sharan Gupt.

Jhansi therefore calls out to the old
and young to explore a page of history
which has been painstakingly created by
a young dynamic and selfless queen.
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Over-confidence
Monika Agarwal

Jaya'
Jaza ?Wparents were very upset today. anyone. She was quietly changing the
as totally silent since she came  clothes in her room. Her mother asked

fro : :
m school. She said nothing to her, "Jaya dear, is everything alright?"
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But she didn't reply. Her mother was
very surprised. Jaya always used to
come first in the class. Her dream
was to become a scientist. Her school
teacher and the parents were confident
that one day she would reach the
pinnacle of success.

But Jaya was  becoming

overconfident.

Her classmates and people around
her, used to adulate her. They used to
take notes from her and make her very
happy with their false praise.

Often her mum used to say to
her, "Dear! These people are praising
you for their own selfish motives.
You should not pay attention to false
compliments."

But Jaya always used to laugh at
it and blew away the conversation in
the air saying, "Mom, Don't worry. I'll
handle it myself".

All these things were having a
great impact on her studies. Because

of all this, she was not paying attention
to her studies.

Jaya's score became poor. The
teacher and her parents were very
surprised by her poor performance.

Her father once said, "Jaya, you can
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find a lot of friends later also, but the
time once gone will never come back
again." These words were now ringing
in her ears, and when the result of the
half yearly exams came, Jaya felt as if
she had fallen from the sky.

She was feeling very embarrassed.
The sycophant friends were all ahead
of her. She was very disappointed with
her results.

Her colleagues and all the people
around her had changed their attitude
towards her. Those who used to roam
around her; today they were not
ready to talk to her. Now Jaya had
understood that she should never be
overconfident. She left very sorry that
she did not follow her parent's advice.
That day, she went to her mother and
cried a lot.

Her mother explained, "One learns
only from one's mistakes, There is
fun only in learning by stumbling.
Nothing has changed yet. Now go,
prepare again and bring good marks.
People who are avoiding you today,
will follow you tomorrow."

But she was not able to concentrate
fully on her studies even if she wanted
to. Whenever she wanted to focus,
a fear used to strike her- "What will
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happen if I get unsuccessful this time
too?" Because of this, she started to
lack behind in studies even more. One
day, Jaya scored low marks in a class
test. Jaya had done a lot of hardwork
for the test. But the fear continued to
dominate her. When the teacher saw
the copy; she scolded her in front of
the whole class and said, "I did not
expect such a thing from you. Jaya,
what has happened to you?"

Jaya was very sad to hear this.
Next was the library period . When she
went to the library, she saw some new
books lying on the shelf. She picked
up one of the books with curiosity and
sat down reading. Soon, the Library
period was over. She was still silent.
She did not talk to anyone. She was
even quiet during all the following
classes. When she reached home, she
did all her chores quietly. Her parents
asked her as to what was the matter,
even then she did not answer. She just
“kept quiet in her room. Her parents
were still thinking about her, sitting
upset. Suddenly they heard Jaya's
voice, "Mummy - mummy." Then
she said smiling, "I am very hungry,
hurry, give me some food, then I have

to study".
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Her parents started looking a¢ Jay,

with surprise. They were happy ¢, See
her in pleasant mood. They thougp,

to themselves, "This is the Jaya We °

know."

Before they could ask anything,
Jaya added, "You all were disturbeg
that I was quiet for so long, werep
you?"

"Actually, I was keeping silence.
Today, when I went to the library, | got
my eyes on a book, on which it was
written that keeping Silence provides
positive Vibes. Had I not gone to the
library, I would not have realised it
[ used to think way too negative. My
fear continued to dominate me all the
time. For this reason, I was not able to
do anything even if I wanted to. But
after reading that book I have really
got positive energy within. Now all my
fears have gone. I'll make a fresh start
to prepare for my exams, and this time
I'll top for sure. Today, I've realised
and understood my mistake. Now I
will not repeat this ever again."

"Oh! It is very good. Thank God
our Jaya has broken this silence. Bring
that book to us also, let us also have

a little positive energy," her father
chuckled.
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Shock Treatment
Rajiv Tambe

"I don't always get upset when there
is no power/electricity. But if a cricket
match is being telecast live and the
lights go off, then I feel very annoyed.
[ feel so irritated that it makes me
feel like giving an electric shock. A
fantastic shock!" This made grandma

and grandpa laugh.

Dad said, "Mihir, how can you
give a shock if there is no electricity?

Wouldn't you need electricity to give a
shock?"

Even as Dad was finishing his
question, Mihir answered "Then...
then, we will create electricity."

Dad was about to say something
but mom said, "He is absolutely right.
We have to produce electricity to
give a shock. And power required to
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give a shock can be casily produced
at home. If no one is ready to believe
this, let the first shock be given to dad
..how's the idea?" Dad looked as if he
had already received a shock.

Grandpa adjusted his spectacles
and said, "Don't you think it will be
expensive to produce electricity at
home? And after spending so much,
what do we do?We give shocks to
our family members! No, no, I don't
think this shock treatment is a good
idea."

Grandma smirked, "Someone is
quite scared! Tell me one thing, if we
produce electricity at home without
spending any money, then who will
be the first one to take the shock? Tell
me, come on."

Mihir opened his eyes wide and
looked at grandpa and dad, while
dad and grandpa looked at him with
narrowed eyes.

Suddenly, grandpa got up and
said, "Okay I am ready, go ahead and
produce electricity."

Worried, dad said to mom, "Don't

try something frantic. Go ahead only
if you know it well. Otherwise the

people conducting the experiment
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will be the first ones to get a shocy

Be careful!"
Grandmﬂ and mom

mysteriously.

laugheq

Grandpa raised his eyebrows anq
said, "What will you need to creae
electricity? Generator, copper Wires,
transformer and a strong meter
measure the current? Shall T get it fo,
you? I am just waiting to receive thjs
'homemade shock'."

Grandma said firmly, "If you are
so enthusiastic, take this list-a fresh
yellow lemon, a steel u-pin used tq
pin up hair, copper wire and you. If
at all you want to measure the current
of electricity, then you will need a
galvanometer."

Mihir ran about to get all the things
but he couldn't get a galvanometer.

Now all of them sat in a circle.

Grandma straightened the steel
u-pin. She cut a copper wire of the
same length. She rubbed those wires
with a kitchen knife. Now those wires
shone brightly as they had been rubbed
vigorously against a knife.

Then mom pierced the lemon with
the steel wire. She pierced it so sharply
that the wire reached the middle of

X
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the lemon. Then the copper wire was
pierced into the lemon at a distance

of 2 cm from the steel wire.

Momsaid, "NOWELECTRICITY
IS BEING GENERATED."

They could understand nothing.

Where was the electricity? How
will the shock be given?

Grandma looked at grandpa and
said, "Come on and experience the

'lemon shock'."

Grandpa got up with a swagger,
wiped his spectacles and said to
grandma, "Show me your electricity
and its shock!" Grandpa put out his
tongue as soon as grandma asked
him.

Grandmagentlytouched grandpa's
tongue with the ends of the two wires
protruding from the lemon...and what
a miracle...grandpa gave a start as if
he had received a shock!!

Dad couldn't believe his eyes.

Just then Mihir gently put those
wires on his tongue. Mihir squealed,
"Wow! My tongue tingled. I felt as
if T received a shock!! Mom, there
is something fishy about this lemon.
What will happen if these wires are
joined to a galvanometer?"
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Mom smiled with satisfaction and
said, "If these two ends are joined to a
galvanometer, the needle will move.
And we can measure the electricity
that has been generated."

Now dad's curiosity was aroused.

He asked, "Can we generate
electricity with fruits like orange,
apple or an onion instead of a

lemon?"
"Certainly", said grandma.

"A chemical process takes place
between the acid in the lemon and the
metal in the wires. When the wires
touch the tongue or galvanometer, the
electric circuit is completed and we
receive a mild shock. It is so mild that
what we experience is just a tingling
sensation. Onion, apple and orange
are acidic in nature. The more sour
the substance, greater will be the
current generated."

Mihir instantly said, "Now [ want
an 'orange' shock!"

Grandpa pulled Mihir toward him
and said, "Come, I Will give you a
sweet and sour shock!"

Do you just eat fruits
or
experience their 'shock' too?
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