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Day 2 of Gomti Book Festival 2024: Shabd Samsara,
Lekhakganj, and Rangmanch witness a vibrant turnout
across age groups

Lucknow, November 10, 2024 - “Chalte Jana, Chalte Jana, Zindagi to hai bahana, Apni Masti mein hai zeena,
Age kya ho, kisne Jana......."” These lines were created by young children at the Poetry Workshop under the
mentorship of the poet-singer duo Chinmayi Tripathi and Joell where children were also guided to
transform poetry into melodious songs.

The second day of the Gomti Book Festival 2024 began on a high note, continuing the vibrant celebration
of literature, art, and culture from the previous day. Book enthusiasts, families, and school groups gathered
in large numbers at the festival grounds, enjoying specially curated sessions of the grand Gomti Book
Festival set against the scenic backdrop of the Gomti River at Gomti Riverfront Park.

The Children’s Film Festival, a new addition to the festival's third edition, emerged as a major attraction.
Young attendees enjoyed a curated lineup of educational films like Agastya, Granny Green Thumbs, and The
Apple, which conveyed messages about nature, friendship, and health. Through these films, children learned
about environmental issues, such as water conservation, in an engaging and accessible way.

The highlight of the day at the authors’ corner was a session with celebrated author and screenwriter Anand
Neelkanth, who shared valuable insights on mythological storytelling. Neelkanth discussed his latest book,
The Asura Way: The Contrarian Path to Success, as well as his other works, and examined how cultural
perspectives shape retellings of epic stories like the Ramayana.

One of the attraction at the festival was the Lalit Kala Akademi’s exclusive sets of prints of paintings
displayed in Rashtrapati Bhavan, available for purchase at their stall. Titled "Company Paintings in
Rashtrapati Bhavan” and “Select Paintings of Rashtrapati Bhavan”, the sets are priced at 750 rupees each,
alongside a variety of other exquisite paintings at their stall.

Book festivals are essential for both readers and publishers. Rakesh Sinha of Vani Prakashan noted, “Such
festivals give readers a unique chance to connect with books in a way that regular bookshops cannot.”
Karan of Yashika Enterprises added, "Book festivals create opportunities for readers and authors to engage
face-to-face, enhancing the experience.”
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In the second session at Lekhak Ganj Captain Shatrughan Singh recounted his bravery and resilience during
the conflict, invoking a deep sense of national pride. He recalled how, during the Kargil War, despite being
struck by three bullets and declared a martyr by everyone, he returned days later with critical information,
driven by his unwavering spirit to protect the nation.

ISRO’s Photo Exhibition was another highlight, showcasing India’s advancements in space exploration. The
exhibit detailed India’s space launch achievements with models and visuals of the Geostationary Satellite
Launch Vehicle (GSLV) and Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV), as well as future missions like Aditya L-1
and Gaganyaan. Festival-goers were particularly inspired by India’s pioneering role in space technology.

Line-up of Events for Day 3

The third day of the Gomti Book Festival promises a diverse array of sessions that will continue to engage
and inspire audiences. Author and former IAS officer Anita Bhatnagar will lead a lively storytelling session
“Saath-Saath Padhein”, while Ms. Ambalika Bhat will explore lesser-known stories in Forgotten Revolutions
of the Nation. Seema Vahi will conduct a puppetry workshop for children, adding a unique artistic
experience. In Lekhak Ganj, eminent media experts, journalists, and authors will discuss topics like Media
and Society and Compelling Stories for the Screen. A special session on English literature, titled Through the
Lens of Art and Poetry, will focus on the works of Edward Lear and Alfred Tennyson, highlighting cross-
cultural connections in literature. The day will conclude with a vibrant cultural performance by Lucknow
University students, adding a rich local flavor to the festival.



