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Housefull at the Children’s Film Festival at Gomti Pustak Mahotsav 

 

Lucknow, November 11, 2024: The Children's Film Festival, incorporated as an art of storytelling at the 

Gomti Book Festival, has become the center of attraction for both children and parents.The curated award-

winning national and international films, short films, documentaries, and animated films are screened daily 

at the Gomti Book Festival. On Monday, Kasadara, a Tamil short film directed by the acclaimed Vijay 

Armstrong; Swing, a Spanish film; a Persian short film and Giulia e ilCapoposto, an Italian film directed by 

Antonio Maria Castaldo, which has garnered accolades at over 15 prestigious film festivals were screened. 

Students were seen happily hopping between shows and the creative workshops conducted by experts.  

 

Day 3 of Gomti Book Festival’s Shabd Samsara stage hosted a special session titled 'Strokes of Inclusivity: 

Feel the Touch' curated specifically for the visually impaired and conducted by Dr. SmritiSaraswat, Assistant 

Professor from IIT Roorkee. Driven by her own experiences as the daughter of visually impaired parents, Dr. 

Saraswat has committed herself to fostering inclusivity and accessibility for differently-abled communities, 

which she believes are essential pillars for building a Viksit and Shikshit Bharat. In this engaging session, she 

provided participants with objects like clay, flowers, sandpaper, and plastic toys, encouraging them to 

explore and identify each by its sound, texture, and scent. This activity allowed the participants to express 

themselves creatively and build stories around their sensory experiences. At the end of the session students 

were gifted with books in Braille under the Books for All initiative by National Book Trust India  (Ministry of 

Education, GoI) and Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan), Ministry of 

Social Justice, GoI.  

 

Stories of Forgotten Revolutions for Children -  

ShabdSansar at Gomti Book Festival, Author AmbalikaBhat conducted an engaging session about India's 

freedom struggle where, she told about many revolutionaries from the arrival of the Portuguese in 1499, 

who have very little mention in history. In this session, she told about many freedom fighters like Rani 

Abbakka, Rani VeluNachiyar, BirsaMunda, and Narasimha Reddy.  

 

Macaw comes to entertain the Children, with friendly puppets at Shabd Samsara -  

SeemaVahi Mukherjee, a famous puppet artist focused the attention of the children by mimicking a parrot 

in the puppet making workshop. Famous Children Author Anita Bhatnagar Jain narrated the story she told 

the children a story named 'Macau's Birthday'.  

 

In the sessions 'Compelling Stories for the Screen', ManojRajanTripathi and Sudhir Mishra expressed their 

views on writing for the digital medium whereas Dr. Rachan Gupta expressed her views on the topic 'Media 

and Society'. The experts shared their journalistic and writing experiences and shed light on the relationship 

between society and media. In another session, researcher, teacher, and writer Anindya Roy discussed the 

history of Lucknow "Through the Lens of Art and Poetry: Edward Lear and Tennyson's 'Siege of Lucknow.'" 

At the end of the day, the audience was mesmerized by the performance of a talented group of students 

from Lucknow University at Rangmanch during the festival. 



 

On Tuesday, November 12, an engaging session titled "MunshiNewal Kishore: The Caxton of India" will take 

place, featuring Padma Shri Dr. RanjitBhargava, Nita, and HeemanshuBajpai. Additionally, there will be a 

session on cybersecurity in the age of AI and personality development. The Children's Film Festival will 

include a screening of "Massab (The Teacher)." 
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