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Lucknowites have a fun day outing at the Gomti Book Festival among Books, Drama and films 

Lucknow, November 13, 2024:  

Lucknow, November 13, 2024: The Festival of Books and Celebrations of Stories at Gomti Book Festival offers a perfect outing 

for the people of Lucknow this long weekend. As it enters Day 5, the festival continues to attract visitors with the same 

enthusiasm and energy as on its first day.  

 

The "Kissagoi" session, conducted by Himanshu Bajpai in Lucknowi Zaban and with Tehzeeb, captivated the audience at the 

Cultural Stage, Rangmanch. Meanwhile, the acting workshop by veteran actor and guest faculty from FTII, Phonsok Laddakhi, 

was a full house. In his talk and workshop on "Acting and an Actor’s Struggle in Theater and Film," he emphasized that an artist’s 

growth depends on balancing the mind and body. He highlighted that while theater connects performers and audiences directly in 

a shared time and space, film lacks this immediacy. Mr. Laddakhi and Prof. R.P. Singh, in another session, addressed the 

"Relevance of Buddha in Present-Day Conflicts." They noted that inner peace is crucial to reducing external conflicts and 

discussed how everyone carries an undeveloped Buddha within themselves, advocating for self-awareness as a path to harmony. 

 

In line with its theme, "Katha, Kala aur Abhivyakti ka Utsav," an interactive session led by Vishnupriya Pande, enlightened 

children about the origin of the term Kathak, derived from the word Katha, meaning "story." She inspired them with her 

motivational poem "Har Ek Sapna Sach Hota Hai" and highlighted Lucknow’s cultural legacy while engaging the audience in a 

discussion on effective communication through ‘kala’ and emotion. 

 

The Children’s Film Festival showcased the film "The Little God," which received widespread appreciation. Alisha, a teacher 

from CMS Rajajipuram, Lucknow, commended the festival for conveying meaningful social messages to children, often 

challenging to impart in a classroom environment. Particularly popular among the children was the "Science Magic" session, 

where experts from Regional Science City, Lucknow, demonstrated scientific principles behind magic tricks, educating students 

on topics like the effects of magnesium and liquid nitrogen in a fun and engaging manner. This session aimed to promote 

scientific thinking among students by demystifying so-called miracles. 

 

One of the highlights of this festival is its extensive range of book stalls catering to diverse readers. Featuring some of the most 

respected names in publishing, the festival offers a rich literary experience for visitors of all ages. Apart from the National Book 

Trust, India, and its own stall displaying a wide range of books, renowned publishers and organizations such as Publications 

Division (PD), Rajpal & Sons, Upkar Prakashan, Oswal Publishers, and Rajasthan Patrika are present, showcasing India’s vibrant 

literary heritage. Academic and competitive exam preparation materials ideal for students and professionals are also available, 

ensuring there is something for everyone. 

 

For those interested in regional literature and culture, stalls from Rajasthan Patrika and Sangeet Natak Academy provide a variety 

of publications. Crossword and Pan Macmillan contribute bestsellers and international titles, bridging global literature with local 

audiences. With participation from organizations like the National Council for Promotion of Urdu Language (NCPUL) and Sindhi 

language promoters, the festival is a hub for multilingual resources, enriching the reading experience across different languages. 



 

The curated selection spans genres from fiction and non-fiction to educational and cultural works, catering to a broad spectrum of 

readers. 

 

On Day 6 of the Book Festival, Shabd Samsara will host Master Storyteller and renowned children’s author Geeta Ramanujan. Dr. 

Vivek will conduct an interesting session where students will turn quiz masters and ask thought-provoking questions about life 

and learning. In another segment, children will assume the role of city reporters in the "Ideas to Headlines" activity, while the 

"Lekhak Ganj" will host contemporary English poet Rochelle Potkar. 
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