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Book Fair through Eyes of Publishers and Readers

‘ A ’hile exploring  the

Fair, Ms. Archita
Nayan, team member Fair
Daily visited several stalls
and interacted with a few
publishers and the visitors
present there, to understand
their views. At publishing
houses such as Harper Collins,
Simon & Schuster, Penguin,
Bloomsbury, and Scholastic, it
was found that most of these
publication houses have a
similar view towards print and
digital media.

The coordinator at
Bloomsbury said, “When
e-reading started as a new
trend, it grew substantially but
slowly became stagnant and
later started declining. On the other hand, hard copies are still
as loved and cherished as ever.”

In contrast, self-publishers like Blue Rose Publication had
something different to say. According to them, “E-publication
is the future, and is growing among the Gen-Z, while printed
books are still preferred but by older generations.”

On being questioned about ‘screen time vs physical
reading’, most publishers explained that people who spend a
lot of time on screen are not really into reading even if they
have opportunities to do so. But a bibliophile would always
make time to delve into a book. They also said that people

mostly get distracted due to pop ups or calls on their devices
while reading. Thus, hard copies are preferred among book
lovers.

While taking some public reviews we found that manga,
fiction and romance are the most popular among the younger
audience, few publishers confirmed. Dr. Amandeep Singh (IRS,
Income Tax), at the Penguin Random House stall, expressed
his love for reading, and that he takes out time for it even in
the middle of his gruelling work routine. He said that he is not
particularly into a genre, and preferred reading reviews before
picking a book.
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Bahubhashi Bharat in all its Beauty

book on podcasting in Marathi and another on coins from

the Maratha period; a Marathi to Sanskrit dictionary; a
“Teach Yourself Sanskrit’in 18 volumes; Aesop’s Talesin Bengali;
a book on Madhubani painting and sculpture in Maithili, as
well as a book on the Maithili script, besides a saffron-hued
collector’s edition of poet Tulsidas’s Ramcharitamanas in
Sanskrit are the special attractions in the regional languages
sections in Halls 1 and 2 of the New Delhi World Book Fair.

Celebrating a country that reads, writes and speaks in
many different languages are these stalls proudly displaying
a variety of books, both prose and poetry. The Marathi
Sahitya Samuha has stacked up books on freedom fighter Veer
Savarkar, Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, Peshwa Baji Rao and Dr.
Bhimrao Ambedkar. It also has Koregaon Bhima Shauryadivas, a
book about the much talked about Battle of Koregaon Bhima,
fought in 1818 between the British East India Company and
Peshaw Baji Rao II.

Pointing out to a stunning coffee
table book on Kuber, the god of wealth
in Hinduism, Hemant Deshmukh from
Grantha Bhavan in Nashik, who is
manning the stall, says that there has
been a lot of interest in this collection
on the ‘Regent Yaksha of the North’ -
a ‘Guardian of the Directions’. There
have been enough enquires on learning
Marathi, as well, he adds.

In the adjacent stall is painter
Gaganendranath Thakur’s only story
written for children, a classic called
Bhondar Bahadur - Mr. Otter, a tale
of humour, magic and fantasy. He is
a painter of the Bengal School, and a
nephew of Nobel laureate Rabindranath
Tagore. Aesop’s Tales in Bangla is also very
popular and sought after by bibliophiles.
There is special interest this time in
a pictorial Atlas of India in Bengali
called Chitr Manchitre Bharat Porichoy,
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published by Dakshabharati.

At the N-27 & 28 stalls in Hall No. 2 are books in the mother
language, Sanskrit, about whose structure it was famously
said that “it is more perfect than the Greek, more copious
than the Latin, and more exquisitely refined than either”. The
quote is attributed to the 18* Century British philologist and
orientalist William Jones.

Buying the five volumes of Tark Sangraha, a book on
philosophy in Sanskrit, is Dr. Avnish Kumar Akela, author,
editor and scholar, who works with Chitra Prakashan in
Meerut, and is Sanskrit Faculty at the Chowdhury Kaliram
Degree College, Saharanpur, Uttar Pradesh. He is also looking
at Dhaturatnakar, abook on the conjugation of verbs and tenses
in Sanskrit. Visitors are being told that they can subscribe to
his YouTube channel Hindidoseondemand to learn both Hindi
and Sanskrit. “I will teach you whatever you want,” he says
with a gentle smile.

Stall N-21 in Hall No. 2 is for books
in Maithili, a language widely spoken
in Bihar and Jharkhand, which has
its own script called Mithilakshar
or Tirhutakshar. Renowned author
Harimohan Jha’s Katha Sangraha - Story
Collection and his novel - Kanyadan are
being bought by eager readers of the
language. A collection of the writings
of the well-known author Vaidyanath
Mishra Yatri is also displayed. Anand
Mohan Jha, publisher and distributer of
Pothighar, which specializes in conserving
and promoting the literature of this
language said, “We will receive, preserve
and publish anything related to Mithila.”

What an indomitable spirit in the
service of bhasha. No wonder so many
languages have thrived and flourished
in this land of variety, richness and
diversity. Jai Ho!
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Dynamic Leadership: Assessing PM Modi’s Legacy at

the NDWBF 2024

¢ rvurbulence & Triumph, The Modi Years” was a discussion

which took place in the author’s corner section at the
New Delhi World Book Fair 2024 about a book by the same
name. The session was moderated by author and political
analyst Mr. Shantanu Gupta, and the panelists included film
historian and author, Mr. Gautam Chintamani and Mr. Rahul
Agarwal, the author.

The panelists hailed the charismatic persona of Prime
Minister Mr. Narendra Modi, praising his strong decision
making skills, visionary attitude and foresightedness. The
author of the book observed that the Prime Minister has
a distinctive leadership style, characterized by a pro-active
approach and a penchant for decisive action. His ability to
foresee outcomes sets him apart, thereby contributing to
his dynamic leadership.

Mr. Chintamani acknowledged India’s growth among
the world leaders. “There is a co-relation between national
advancement and youth empowerment that underscores
the government’s efforts in shaping the country’s future,”
he said. Mr. Gupta pointed out that it is the Prime
Minister’s ambition to elevate India to one of the top three
global economies that “underscores the economic agenda of
the Modi administration, which is indicative of long-term
strategic planning”.

When asked about “parkisha pe charcha” and the emphasis
on education and roles played by parents and teachers,
particularly their take on exams, Mr. Gupta said, “PM Modi’s
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interactions with children signal a commitment to nurturing
future generations beyond academic excellence.” Drawing
comparisons between Prime Ministers Mr. Narendra Modi
and Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Mr. Gupta highlighted some
of their shared attributes such as a clear vision, which is
indicative of a continuity of leadership ideals within the
party.

Overall, the discussion mainly addressed Mr. Modi’s
achievements and goals, which will underscore and reframe
the complexity of India’s political landscape under his
leadership as India continues its journey of growth and
development to shape the nation’s trajectory for years to
come.

Young Authors and their Tales

he Booklover Publishing House organized the event

“Beyond Borders: Empowering Youth with Global Threads
in Indian Literature” at the Authors’ Corner of NDWBF 24.
The session featured young authors and speakers, creating an
engaging atmosphere for literary enthusiasts.

Colonel (Retd.) Rajeev Bharwan kickstarted the event by
paying homage to the Pulwama attack victims of 14 February
2019, and observing a one-minute silence. He shared his
journey as a writer that began with love letters and gradually
moved on to writing stories based on his life in the army. He
also emphasized upon the profound significance of heartfelt,
mindful, and handwritten letters.

The event brought together diverse literary perspectives,
celebrating the spirit of creativity and enlightenment as
several young authors launched their works. Abhinav Naveen
launched his book Let Being Buoyant: Be Your Strength and
encouraged readers to enjoy the process of doing what they
loved. Echoing the sentiments Col. Bharwan, Mr. Naveen
also recited one of his poems in a tribute to the Pulwama
martyrs.

Omer Ghazi presented his work The Cosmic Dance, a poetic
collection that opens up the realms of science, spirituality, and
music. Shubhankhi Dey introduced Married to Schizophrenia,
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focusing on the healing process through self-acceptance.
Chhavi Mehta unveiled Conscious Parenting, providing insights
into changing and inspiring conventional parenting methods.
Masarrat Ahmad Shah’s My Perspective & Thoughts during
Lockdown is a reflection on societal changes during the Covid-
induced quarantine.

In response to the host’s request to conclude the session,
Colonel Bharwan remarked, “Let us not believe in wrapping
up. We should always be flapping pages,” emphasizing upon
the continuous exploration of knowledge and literature.
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