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Art & Craft Parts of Travel Photography: NBT Chairman

BT chairman Mr Milind Sudhakar Marathe quoted Pablo

Picasso “learn the rules like a pro, so you can break them
like an artist” at the release of ‘All About Travel Photography’,
a book by the renowned Indian photographer Mr. Ashok
Dilwali. The book launch session was organised by the NBT,
India at the Theme Pavilion of NDWBEF ’24.

Along with Mr. Marathe, Dr. Alok Bhalla (retd. Professor
of English), and Mr. Suddhasattwa Basu (artist and author)
graced the event with their presence, which began with a
felicitation of the panelists.

the need to respect photography as a professional art form. He
congratulated the NBT for doing the needful. He also talked
about his childhood friend, Mr. Dilwali and about his art with
a lot of affection and became nostalgic while reminiscing
cherished memories from the past. Towards the fag end, he
spoke about how this book can help the youth in opting for the
art professionally. The event concluded with a vote of thanks
by Ms. Neera Jain, Chief editor and Joint director, NBT, India.

The chairman noted that now a days
it has become very easy for anyone to
become a photographer considering that
gadgets are easily available. “Although
anyone can take a photograph, there is
art and craft involved in the process. The
camera can take photos but photography
is completely different,” he asserted.
Expounding on this thought, he
observed, “The craft part is what we have
to master by practising while the art part
is the inner voice or the intuition of the

person, which is the real pleasure to the
viewers.”
In his speech, Dr. Bhalla mentioned
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the Patron of Bharat Literature
Festival, has praised the NBT’s ‘Festival of Festivals’ initiative as a
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commendable effort to promote authors, books, and the reading culture
in India. He complimented the Ministry of Education for the excellent
execution of the World Book Fair. Dr. Dwivedi added, “The motto of
NBT, Teh: Hff Hhe, and that of Bharat Literature Festival, ‘AT I W=
ﬁﬁﬁﬁa@%’aﬁ :, are unified and mutually viable.”

Reflecting on NDWBF’24, he observed that the Bharat Literature
Festival’s participation received tremendous responses from book
lovers. Dr. Dwivedi expressed optimism that this success would inspire
other literary festival organisers in the country to participate in NDWBE,
hosted by NBT, India.
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Fabric Books for Children: A rage at NDWBF

magine a book that is water-proof, tear-proof, soil-proof and

can be squeezed into a fist or compressed to occupy the least
available space. It contains all the general information a child
should know about the nation: Namaste India.

This 16-page new colourful fabric book portraying the
culture and lifestyle of each state with beautiful illustrations, a
maiden-venture of two women educator turned entrepreneurs
has the distinction of making it to the special Theme catalogue
of the National Book Trust for NDWBF 2024.

Ms. Sunita Sonthalia and Ms. Dhanya G. have literally
taken the world of children’s books to a new high both in
content and production by creating pre-primary learning
material and stories in multiple languages that celebrates the
richness of India’s diversity.

“Our fabric books are not just fabric bound together; they
are a journey through the heart of India, embracing unity in
diversity seeking to foster a love for learning that transcends
cultural boundaries,” says Ms Sonthalia, an expert in early
childhood education, who quit her job five years ago to take to
publishing fabric books.

Apart from Namaste India, half-page and palm-sized books,
they have also produced a melee of fabric learning tools such
as squeaky flashcards and activity mats in vivid colours with
age-appropriate sentences to educate children the play way.

Their initiative aims at not only promoting learning but
also conserving languages and scripts. Thus, their books are
not just restricted to learning the alphabet and numbers in
Hindi and English. In addition to 31 English titles they have
produced four in Hindi, two titles in Kannada, and one in
Malayalam.

Reflecting the ‘Multilingual India: a living tradition’ theme
of the fair, they have brought out books on three folk stories
namely, Asuwan rajma or Laughing Rajma in Kashmiri, Hatir
naak — Elephant’s nose (Assamese) and Ka aur chiri — Crow and
sparrow (Hindi).

Being educators, special attention hasbeen taken, to ensure
that the language books and script were cleared by subject
experts from the respective regions. The page designing has
also been sensitive to the state to which the folk tale belongs.

For example, the Asuwan Rajma book cover has Kashmir’s
papier maché design as its backdrop while Haatir naak pages
are bordered with the typical Assamese weave design and
the musical instruments seen in their folk dances, points Ms
Sonthalia.

Also on their shelves are Bal Ramayan, Divine Stories of bal
Ram, to sensitize children about their roots, traditions, and
civilizational values.

Marketed under the brand name of ‘Skyculture’, all their
books and merchandise are digitally printed on polysatin
fabric, which are laboratory tested, and carry safety-clearance
certification, says Ms Dhanya G, a qualified textile engineer,
who took to teaching as passion.

The sale price of their books and merchandise, catering
to children primarily between six months and 10 years, is
anywhere between Rs 200 and Rs 1000, which some of the
elderly visitors at the Fair found to be “pinching the pocket”,
said a lady, who liked the books and wanted to pick some for
her grandchild.

As the elderly find the fabric books “a bit costly”, the
entrepreneur educators justify the pricing by pointing
towards their durability and value for money in the carefully-
created content that conforms to the National Curriculum
Framework.

“It costs less than the dress your child is wearing, and you
know how much cloth goes into a child’s frock,” Ms Sonthalia,
told a hesitant customer, to clinch a deal.

Another elderly man from Prayagraj, evincing interest in
the fabric books, took down their e-mail ids and wanted to
know how he could purchase the books online as he did not
want to load himself at the Fair.

They are also getting business queries for their fabric
books. A Fillipino businessman and another middle-aged
Indian patiently waited for the ladies to cater to customers
before they could start talking business. As the footfalls
increase during the rush hour, business takes back seat with
the two sides exchanging contact numbers for talking in
quieter ambience.
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Sharjah all set to woo Publishers and Bibliophiles
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ore than 2000 publishers are set to bring books in 40

languages at the Sharjah Book Fair in November this year,
according to representatives of the Sharjah Book Authority
(SBA), who are currently participating in the NDWBE. Mansour
Al Hassani, Director — Publishing Services, SBA, said that the
Authority has been participating in the New Delhi World Book
Fair for 22 years. “India and the United Arab Emirates have
had a very healthy association over the years, and more than a
100 Indian publishers have been exhibiting their books at the
Sharjah Book Fair for nearly 15 years,” he noted.

This year’s edition of the Sharjah Book Fair is scheduled
for November 6 — 17 at the Sharjah Expo Centre. “We have
seen remarkable growth at the fair over the last 42 years,”
said Mohan Kumar, Executive — International Sales, SBA.
The Sharjah Book Fair began in 1982 with a 100 publishers
and 25,000 titles, mostly in Arabic and a few in English.
Today, that number has shot up, and books in Hindi, German,
[talian, French and Persian are also displayed and sold in large
numbers. A ready-to-occupy 3 by 3 meter space is offered to
interested publishers under the shell scheme for USD 1500 for
12 days.

SBA also offers publishers space to put up their offices in
Sharjah Publishing City — a tax-free zone, to expand their reach
to Arab and African regions. Moreover, the Trade Promotion
body CAPEXIL, supports Indian publishers by offering them
MDA (Marketing Development Allowance). The Federation of
Indian Publishers (FIP) also helps them to participate in the Fair.

A Publisher’s Conference with a B2B focus will be held
three days before the Fair opens. This is to facilitate the sale

and purchase of rights. “In 2023, 1158 publishers from 109
countries participated in this conference and 4500 rights were
sold,” said Mr. AL Hassani. SBA is also offering publishers
a Translation Grant of USD 300,000 to encourage the
translation of books from any language to and from Arabic,
he added. “Much more is happening in Sharjah to support the
publishing industry and facilitate writers and publishers this
year,” he said.

The Sharjah International Library Conference, held in
collaboration with the American Library Association, is
scheduled for November this year under that project. Over
400 librarians from government, private and public libraries
from across the world participated in this conference in 2023,
and greater participation is expected this year, too. The second
edition of the Sharjah Animation Conference, a 3-day event,
is also scheduled for May this year. The transfer of animated
works from books to series for television and film also takes
place at this event, Mr. Kumar said.

“Several fairs and events have been planned in the city right
through the year,” he added. Coming up soon is a Fair called Big
Bad Wolf, which is also the name of a Malaysian organization
with whom the SBA has a joint venture in the middle-East and
Africa to bulk buy surplus stocks of books and help sell them
at competitive prices. This is also a 12-day affair beginning 28
February. Yet another two-week event is the flagship Sharjah
Children’s Reading Festival which is slated for May 1, this year.
“This festival offers a large number of workshops, theatrical
performances and related sessions for children, and is a huge
draw,” he said.

Music Bands Rock

he craze for the cultural events at the NDWBF has not

dimmed a bit since day 1. The Amphitheatre continues
to attract the visitors thanks to amazing performances by
artists. A poetic gathering “Bhashaon ke rang, Kaviyon ke
sang,” featuring Rajpal Yadav, Sunil Kumar Sharma, Dipshikha
Shrivastav, and Puja Singh Ganganiya set the tone for evening.
It was followed by Shadaj Band, blending classical poetry and
modern music with Indian classical elements. The crowd also
grooved to the soulful ‘Himalayan beats’ led by Faisal Ashoor
Khan and his band.
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The City Speaks: Multilingual Culture in Urban Spaces

session on ‘The City Speaks: Multilingual Culture in Urban

Spaces’ was organized by National Book Trust, India at
the Theme Pavilion. The programme revolved around how the
cosmopolitan space of the city has evolved into a hotbed for
multilingual culture. It explored linguistic diversity within
urban landscapes. The speakers discussed the dynamic co-
mingling of languages in urban environments, where migration
and relocation are everyday events. The aim of this discussion
was to understand the multilingual nature of Indian cities
and how various languages co-exist, influence each other, and
shape the cultural identity of the urban population. Besides,
the influence of individual cultural identities on linguistic
plurality within the city was explored through engaging
dialogues.

Dr. Shouvik Mukhopadhyay talked about Kolkata from a
historical perspective, where people speak different languages
and belong to different cultures. He spoke about the various
facets of Kolkata’s culture including the various communities
that inhabit the city such as the Sindhi community who were
merchants in Kolkata having their distinctive cuisine. He added
that the Anglo-Indians constituted a significant population
of Kolkata. He also spoke of people from other parts of the
country migrated to the city making Kolkata, a city with a
multilingual culture.

Dr. Kavita reminisced her journey through Delhi while
giving different versions of the city. She was of the view
that the arts and architecture of Delhi speaks the history of
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the capital city in itself. While talking about the languages,
she added that writers have written about the city in Urdu,
English and Hindi at great length, and how the people in
Delhi necessitate the presence of a multilingual audience to

understand this city. She then explained how every city has
its own rhythm and how one needs a language which talks
about the city.

The moderator Dr. Senganglu Thaimei talked about the
dichotomy of the dilution vs evolution of languages through
socio-cultural spaces now termed as ‘cities’. Besides she spoke
of the transition of languages from oral tradition to written
text. Dr. Thaimei also highlighted how Manipuri language was
earlier written in Bangla script and has now been revived and
is written in Meitei Mayek script.

The discussion concluded with a question-answer session.
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Career Shaping and Enhancing the Lives of Students

he Publications Division of the Ministry of Information

and Broadcasting, Government of India, organized a
comprehensive discussion aimed at guiding students towards
shaping their careers. Titled ‘Career Calling: Opportunities for
All, the event brought together esteemed guest speakers from
diverse fields to provide valuable insights and guidance to the
attendees.

The Director-General and Chief of the
Department, Ms. Anupama Bhatnagar launched the book
‘Career Calling: Opportunities for All', emphasizing the
importance of informed career choices, and providing resources
for students to navigate their career paths effectively.

Mr. SP Singh, Civil Services Coach, stressed the importance
of diligent preparation for the examination, highlighting that
it requires intense preparation of 2 to 3 years. He emphasized
the need to avoid shortcuts, and underlined the essential skills

Publication

required for aspiring IAS officers, which include cognitive
reading skills, linguistic proficiency, and the ability to assess
situations normatively.

Ms. Nidhi Prasad, a Career Counselor and Psychologist,
addressed the gathering thereafter, spoke about some common
challenges faced by students, particularly stress management
and career decision-making. She offered
practical solutions for these issues, providing
valuable guidance on navigating the
complexities of career choices.

Ms. Shifa Shetty from the All India
Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA) spoke about
the diverse career opportunities available in
various domains of Ayurveda, shedding light
on the growing importance and relevance of
traditional medicine in contemporary society.

Another panelist highlighted the
expanding scope of content creation and

the diverse opportunities within the media industry. He
encouraged students to explore the dynamic landscape of
media and harness their creativity to make meaningful
contributions.

Mr. Nimish Kapoor from Vigyaan Prasar, Department of
Science and Technology, Government of India, discussed the
scope of science journalism, and addressed the challenges
faced by the industry, such as the proliferation of fake news.
He emphasized the importance of responsible journalism
in mitigating these challenges and fostering public trust in
scientific reporting.

Dr. Prateek Singh, NEET and CUET mentor, provided
valuable guidance to students preparing for competitive
exams, equipping them with strategies and resources to excel
in their endeavours.

The discussion provided students with a wealth of
information and guidance to navigate the complexities of how
to choose their careers. From the rigorous preparation required
for civil services examinations to the diverse opportunities
in Ayurveda and media, the panelist encouraged attendees
to make informed choices and pursue their aspirations with
confidence.
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Commonalities of Persian Poetry in Iran and India

ay 6 of the Fair witnessed a panel discussion on the

‘Commonalities of Persian Poetry in Iran and India’, at
the International Events Corner. The session delved into
the resemblance of Persian and Indian poetry due to the
historical, cultural and linguistic connections of both the
countries. The panelists consisted of Iranian poets—Mr Qorab
Valeiee Mohammadabadi, Mr Zoheir Tavakoli, Ms Naghmeh
Mostashar, and Dr. Ali Akbar Shah, a professor at Delhi
University. The session was moderated by Mr Belal Asdaque.

The speakers pointed out the commanilities of Persian
words like Trfan’ and ‘Kalandar’ and poetry forms like Sabk-i
Hindi, its content and the rhythm as well. They further
discussed about notable poets like Rumi, Mirza Ghalib and
Amir Khusrau who have left an indelible mark on Persian
poetry traditions in both Iran and India. They also illustrated
that spirituality and mysticism are commonalities in both
the poetic traditions. The session concluded on the note that
through linguistic, thematic and stylistic commonalities,

poetry continues to serve as a bridge between the two diverse
countries.

Commonalities of Persian
Poetry in Iran and India
(A Panel Discussion)
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EVENTS TODAY

Theme Pavilion Hall No. 5
Time Event Organiser
12:20 - 1:10 pm Book Release of ‘Godhuli’, an Odia Poetry Book. NBT, India
1:40 - 2:30 pm Samkalin Bharat Me Sanskrit NBT, India
3:00 - 3:50 pm Release of ‘Communications: Soul of Evolution’ NBT, India
4:20 - 5:10 pm Unleashing Potential: The Power of Attitude and Mental Wellness Bharat Literature Festival
5:40 - 6:30 pm A Panel Discussion on Rich Cultural Tradition of Urdu in Multilingual | NBT, India
India
7:00 - 7:50 pm A Panel Discussion on Kannada and Multilingual Traditions of Karnataka | NBT, India
International Events/Foreign Pavilion Hall No.4
Time Event Organiser
2:00 - 2:50 pm Ibrahim Alqgadi and the Indian Cinema and Saudi Voice Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
A Presentation by Ahmed Almulla
Authors’ Corner Hall No. 5
Time Event Organiser
1:40 - 2:30 pm When Corporate Honchos Turn Writers Om Books
3:00 - 3:50 pm Book Discussion: Modi’s North East Story Rupa Publications
4:20 - 5:10 pm Rich Culture of India Paper Towns-The Bookoholics
5:40 - 6:30 pm The Source of Silence - Sirshree WoW Publishing
7:00 - 7:50 pm Traversing through Mahabharata & Medieval History Solh Wellness
Lekhak Manch Hall No. 2
Time Event Organiser
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Cultural Events Amphitheatre-1st
Time Event Organiser
4:00 - 4:20 pm Traditional Dance from Russia NBT, India
4:20 - 4:40 pm Ardha (Sword Dance from GOH country, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia) NBT, India
5:00 - 6:00 pm Raagni- Haryanvi Folk Musical Satyawahan Saroha
6:00 — 7:00 pm Riwayat (Fusion Band)
7:00 - 8:00 pm Sufi Qawwali Evening Yusuf Nizami & Group
Children’s Pavilion Hall No.3
Time Event Organiser
11:00 am - 11:40 am | Story Sanctum: A Storytelling Sanctuary NCCL, NBT
11:50 am - 12:30 pm | Ink & Elegance: A Workshop on Calligraphy NCCL, NBT
12:40 pm - 1:20 pm ar GBI Amar Ujala

1:30 pm - 2:10 pm | Pages Alive: Interactive Session on the Literary Arts

2:20 pm - 3:00 pm | Space Safari: An Adventure in Astronomy

Nehru Planetarium

3:10 pm - 3:50 pm | Dreams Become Reality: Poster Competition on ‘My Future Self’

NCCL (Cartoon Network)

4:00 pm - 4:40 pm
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Educators Embrace Storytelling as Essential for

Children’s Education

he Children’s Pavilion at the New Delhi World Book Fair

has been a centre of joy, echoing with lively laughter from
children and visitors alike. The heartthrob of this vibrant space
isundoubtedly the storytelling sessions, wherein tellers of tales
engage with their audience, encouraging lively interactions,
and making everyone feel a part of the story.

Beginning each day, these storytelling sessions have been
playing a crucial role in highlighting their significance in the
education of children. The sessions aim to involve youngsters
and participants, and clarify complex concepts into enjoyable

narratives. This emphasis on storytelling has not gone
unnoticed, attracting students and educators alike.

There is consensus that storytelling is a powerful tool for
simplifying intricate subjects. Educators stressed the need
for storytelling sessions in every class, asserting that stories
transcend age barriers, and are universally relatable. A teacher
from Kendriya Vidyalaya, New Delhi, passionately advocated
storytelling from all age groups, citing it as a valuable method
to impart knowledge effortlessly.

In a similar vein, educators from Om Sai Special School,
New Delhi, who cater to children with special needs (CWSN)
emphasized the effectiveness of storytelling in an action-
oriented manner. However they lamented the dearth of
specially trained teachers for it. For the CWSN children,
understanding through non-verbal communication and
feeling the essence of a story holds more significance than
mere words, they affirmed.

It was a clear call from educators that regular storytelling
sessions are essential in schools. These sessions serve as a
conduit for motivating students, conveying moral values,
and shaping socially-cultured individuals. The focus on non-
verbal communication as a powerful teaching tool reinforces
the commitment to make learning both enjoyable and
accessible.

Teachers acknowledged that events such as the New
Delhi World Book Fair not only celebrated literature but
also championed the transformative power of storytelling
sessions.

Yoga Guru Raoum Alsuhaibani: AJourney to India

r Salman Alsamh hosted an insightful conversation on
Yoga with Ms Raoum Alsuhaibani, who is a yoga teacher.
The session commenced with Ms Alsuhaibani sharing
her experience of learning yoga and talking about how it has
helped her manage anger and anxiety. She said that yoga is
not restricted to bodily movements; it involves meditation,
philosophy and soul. She emphasised on the fact that yoga is
not confined to age or country, it can be practiced by all to have
a healthy lifestyle. She also shared her enriching experience
about exploring India and noted many commonalities between
India and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. She concluded the
session by encouraging the audience to learn and practice yoga
to enhance overall well-being.
The programme was organised at the International Events
Corner by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Guest of Honour
Country at the Fair.
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TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 20 METRO STATIONS

Book lovers planning to visit New Delhi World Book Fair
2024 through Delhi Metro have a big opportunity at hand.
The tickets are available at 20 metro stations around the
NCR. Price for adults is 20 rupees and for children it is ten
rupees. The entry is free for students in uniform, elderly
citizens and differently abled citizens.

The tickets are available at the following metro stations:

1. Red line stations: Rithala, Dilshad Garden, Welcome

2. Blue line stations: Kirti Nagar, Mandi House, Supreme
Court, Vaishali, Noida city centre, Botanical Garden,
Indraprastha, Noida
Sector 52, Dwarka il €5 mm

3. Yellow line stations: i.‘
Vishwavidyalaya, Guru foNew Dathi B Eliim
Tegh Bahadur Nagar, World Book Fair
Kashmiri Gate, Rajiv
Chowk

4. Violet line station: ITO

5. Green line station:

Mundka

Pink line station: INA

7. Magenta line station:
Hauz Khas

o

PRAGATI MAIDAN: HOW TO REACH US

Fair Duration  : 10 to 18th February 2024
Time : 11 am to 8 pm
Place : HallNo.1to 5

Theme Pavilion
Authors’ Corners
General and Trade Publishers

International Pavilion
B2B Zone
International Events Corners

Children’s Pavilion
Toy Integrated Learning and Integrated Educational Aids
Children’s Publishers

Lekhak Manch
Indian Language Publishers

Hall No. 1

Indian Language Publishers
Science and Technology, Social Science and Humanities

Books on Leadership skills launched at NDWBF 2024

everal books on leadership skills were launched today at
different venues on Day 6 at the New Delhi World Book
Fair. The subjects taken up were eclectic.

The Rise of Influence by Sachin Jain and Antipreneur by Dr.
Vikas Kumar Singh were launched at the Authors’ Corner, Hall
5. The event garnered attention from literature enthusiasts
and industry professionals alike.

Sachin Jain, the author of The Rise of Influence shared
insights into his book’s essence, drawing inspiration from
his own experiences and observations. He emphasized
the importance of punctuality and professionalism, citing
examples from his journey. The book delves into the power of
networking, time management, continuous self-improvement,
and the right attitude towards work, advocating daily self-
updating as a key to success.

Dr. Singh introduced his book Antipreneur with
enthusiasm, highlighting its philosophical underpinnings,
inspired by the teachings of Socrates. He encouraged the
audience to question conventional wisdom and urged them to
follow their own beliefs fearlessly. The book promises to offer
a fresh perspective on innovation and leadership.

Simultaneously, the Theme Pavilion, in Hallno. 5, witnessed
the launch of The Vivekananda Handbook for everyday living by
journalist and editor of The Times of India (TOI), Mr. Anshul
Chaturvedi. “Life is changable. So, we should not hold on to
things, and instead, let them go. We should go on doing our
work,” he said.

A chronicle called “Motivation to live and beat the fears of
life” by the 2016 Brussels terror attack survivor and renowned
author, Nidhi Chaperkar, was also launched.

The events were marked by engaging discussions on the
books, as attendees got the opportunity to interact with the
authors and gain deeper insights into their respective works.

Featuring s




