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Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, MoS, Education releases
NBT titles at World Book Fair

r. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, Minister of State for External

Affairs and Education released two of NBT’s recent titles:
Communication, The Soul of Evolution and Gehne Kyun Pehne at
the Theme Pavilion. He also complimented the author Shri
Gulab Kothari for sharing his expertise as a renowned scholar
and journalist through books, and appealed to book lovers
to read them. The Minister also spoke about the relevance of
books and reading in the contemporary scenario.

Dr. Gulab Kothari,
Editor, Rajasthan Patrika
and author, passionately
discussed both his books.
About the former, he said,
“Communication  begins
from birth, connecting
us with the body, mind,
and nature.” In that broad
spectrum, he highlighted
that the most vital and
lasting
is that which takes place
between souls. The mind
and the heart come later.
Speaking about his other
book - Gehne Kyun Pehne,
the media veteran observed that jewellery is not only about

communication
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beauty and prosperity; but also about social, scientific, health
and cultural values. Wearing jewellery leads to staying in good
health, he elaborated.

“Our communication starts from the womb,” said NBT
Chairman Prof. Milind Sudhakar Marathe in his address
referring to the book on Communication. About the other
book, Gehne Kyon Pehne, he remarked in lighter vein, “I have
nothing to comment on the inherent values of jewellery
because I am not used to
wearing gold and silver.”

The volume attempts
to look at communication
from a holistic point of view.
Communication is basic to
all creatures and is part of
the eternal process of the
evolution of the species. Mr
Yuvraj Malik, Director, NBT,
pointed out, “Although God
has given us a voice, one can
learn

THE SOUL OF EVOLUTION

COMMUNICATION

GULAB KOTHARI

communication only
through one’s own knowledge
and thought”. Ms. Neera
Jain, Chief Editor and Joint
Director, NBT, offered the vote

of thanks.
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A Library for Each Village:
Libraries by 2027

Asmall group of committed individuals under the banner
of Gram Pathshala has taken upon itself the mission of
helping establish a library in each of the 6.64 lakh villages in
the country by August 15, 2027.

What may look like an audacious aim for most people,
is a very ‘do-able’ thing, given that they have already helped
establish libraries in 1600 villages across seven states in the
three years, since they launched their movement. They have
done so by motivating villagers to set up libraries with their
own resources and to be managed by the children locally.

Gram Pathshala, a voluntary organization of common
citizens from government and private sector, offers a unique
model for setting up a free-of-cost library for children on
unused common village property such as a room in the gram
sabha, or chaupal ghar (community centre).

Every Sunday, its members take out a padyatrain a targeted
village stressing on the importance of libraries, and organize
a meeting with members of the Gram Sabha and village elders
and explain how they can establish a round-the-clock library
with a reading room in the premises of any common property.

The financial resources for the reading material, basic
books and a few news dailies are pooled in by the villagers.
Text books are also donated by village students as they move
to the next class. For every marriage in the village, the family
is advised to donate an amount towards the library fund, says
Mr. Devender Singh, a founder member of the organization,
who serves in Delhi Police.

Their proposed ‘Gram Pathshalas’ or village libraries are
self-sustaining models, and have been received positively by
all the villages they have been to, claims Mr. Singh, adding that
at times, government officials have invited them to encourage
villagers in their jurisdiction. For instance, the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate, Bijnor in Uttar Pradesh, having seen their success,
has invited them several times for this purpose.

While the weekends are dedicated to touring the villages,

Making India a Land of

on other days, the members are involved in their primary
occupation as well as propagating their mission in cities,
asking people for book donations. The organization does not
accept books itself, but provides interested donors with the
names of villages within their reach to directly give books to
the villagers and establish organic connections.

The Gram Pathshala stall in Hall No. 1 at the NDWBEF is
turning heads with many booklovers and even publishers
making queries on how to join the noble mission. Mr. Deepak
Goyal, of Bookchor.com, an online platform for books, stopped
by to enquire about how his organization could contribute to
the mission.

Every year, thousands of new textbooks are rendered
useless, in case the client schools opt for other publications.
Also, publishers generally have unsold stocks that can very well
be given away to such libraries as the content doesn’t lose its
relevance. “We would be able to comfortably transport books
within a 50 km radius,” Mr. Goyal, said, lauding the initiative.

It’s a unique effort at bridging the gap between the haves
and have-nots, says Mr. Singh, whose organization has also
signed MoUs with the CCS University in Meerut and some
colleges to hold workshops in villages or, provide their faculty
as resource persons to visit the libraries they have helped
establish.

The only motive behind their presence at the Fair is
advocacy. They are full of gratitude to the organiser, NBT, for
allocating them space without charging any fees. “We wanted
to be present here so that more publishers and people would
come to know of our initiative and help us reach our goal,” says
Mr. Singh.

Their gram pathshalas have been established in Uttar
Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Bihar, and
Madhya Pradesh. Their goal of 6,64,369 libraries is not an easy
task. But they are determined and confident of achieving it
given the co-operation of the common citizens.
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Let’s Learn to Make Great Movies!

Saudi Arabia looks at institutionalizing film-making

Indian movies are easy to understand. They have universal
themes; they explore everyday situations from the daily life of
the common people. Theylook at the entire gamut of emotions,
and they talk freely about delicate issues. In Hollywood, on
the other hand, there is little connection between what is real
and what goes on reel. Those films are expensive but they do
not have a long-lasting impact. Indian films such as Dangal
or 3 Idiots or more recently, Secret Superstar, has warmed the
hearts of cine-goers everywhere. These films make you cry,
laugh and celebrate with the characters on screen. Indian films
can therefore become the umbrella under which we can learn
how to pursue wholesome cinema. Indians put a lot of effort
into their films.

The influence of Indian cinema on Saudia Arabia came up
for discussion at an event held at the Saudi Arabia Pavilion
in Hall No. 4, New Delhi World Book Fair on Friday. In
conversation were Salman Al Samah, television broadcaster
with a specialization in Mass Media and Communication,
and Asim Altokhais, PhD scholar, screen writer and producer
of 3" Action Productions, who specializes in screen writing
and comics. His 2019 short film - Meeting with the Devil won
several awards that year. Dwelling on the huge impact that
Indian cinema has had on Saudi Arabia, Mr. Altokhais said,
“Bollywood is beginning to have a huge influence in the Saudi
Arabian market, whether that has to do with the dynamics of
story-telling, incorporating song and dance in the narrative
or, bringing in a mix of romance, comedy and theatre onto
the silver screen.” He pointed out that film-making and
production are a nascent industry in the Arabian country, and
that it was only in 2018 that the Film Commission, which is a
part of the Culture Ministry, announced that it was opening
up the production and making of films in the region. “Before
that, not much had happened on this front,” he averred. Since
then, however, the Censor Board, called G Cam, has begun
approving scripts and giving out licenses to film makers to

pursue their projects.

“A particularly interesting development has been the
making of the film ‘Dunki’, which was shot in Jeddah and
Neom,’said Mr. Altokhais. “Shahrukh Khan has also been
in conversation with the Culture Minister Prince Bader, and
somethinginstitutional might be in the offing,” he added. There
is interest in Saudi Arabia to explore a collaboration between
the two countries for the study and education of film-making
as a craft. “Under this project, there could be workshops on
cinema to help us understand every aspect of movie-making,”
he noted, pointing out to the stupendous success of films
such as RRR that offer varied lessons on how to chisel out a
blockbuster.

“RRR’s impact on world cinema is just unimaginable. For a
film to be made with a budget of
USD 75 million and for it to rake
in revenues to the tune of 1.2
billion dollars is simply unheard
of)” said the Vancouver Film
School alumnus. “The quality
of the computer-generated
imagery (CGI) was also top
notch. Even Hollywood doesn’t
know how to do what RRR did;
particularly the shot of one of
the protagonists arm-wrestling
a tiger or a large posse of wild
animals suddenly jumping out
of a truck in stunning slow
motion,” he said at the event
that had been organized by
the Literature, Publishing
and Translation Commission,
Ministry of Culture, Saudi
Arabia.

Book on Shimla by Rachna Gupta

he National Book Trust, India, organized a book launch

event at the Theme Pavilion of NDWBF’24 for the book
Shimla by Rachna Gupta, a civil services officer from Himachal
Pradesh.

The book delves into the history and culture of Shimla,
tracing its evolution from becoming the summer capital of
India in the colonial era to various developments on numerous
fronts, including tourism and the construction of tunnels that
paved the way for establishing the rail network in the area. It
also explores religious and social practices in the region and
the role of the city in the independence movement.

Expressing her gratitude to NBT for publishing the book,
her second after Devdhara: Himachal Pradesh, Ms. Gupta
specially thanked the NBT Director, Mr. Yuvraj Malik, saying,
“He is the driving force for me.”

Mr. Malik said, “Shimla is not just a place of tourist
attraction; it’s a brand.”
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Veteran journalists Mr. Rahul Dey and Mr. Kamlesh
Raghuvanshi, also attended the event and wished her success.
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‘The Everest Girl’: Ek Sadharan Ladki Ki Asadharan Kahaani

D etermined to challenge stereotypes in a repressive society,
where girls are discouraged from being different, Megha
Parmar is an exception, having scaled the world’s tallest peak -
Mount Everest. Inher book ‘The Everest Girl’, she hasrecounted
her struggles and motivations, and the profound experiences
that have shaped her during this exceptional climb.

Hailing from a small village in Madhya Pradesh, Ms. Parmar
shattered societal norms by choosing a path, less common for
girls —ajourney towards education, and eventually the decision
to scale the world’s highest mountain. Her decision stemmed
from a desire to make her family, especially her father, proud in
a society where such aspirations for girls are unconventional.

Ms.Parmar highlighted a pivotal moment when she learnt
about two boys from Madhya Pradesh who had ‘conquered’
Everest. She then boldly declared her ambition to become the
first girl from her region to achieve this remarkable feat. Her
book vividly portrays the harsh realities she faced during her
Everest ascent, from bone-chilling temperatures causing facial
skin tears to life-threatening situations like running out of gas
cylinders.

An emotional highlight was her acknowledgment of Anjali
Kulkarni, wife of Sharad Kulkarni from Maharashtra, who
played a crucial role in saving her life during a critical juncture.

Parmar’s dedication to making her parents proud led her
to become a brand ambassador for the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
scheme. The journey didn’t stop with the Everest; she also holds
a world record in Scuba diving for an impressive 45 meters.
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Reflecting on societal pressures, she shared how her
father’s unwavering support fuelled her determination. She
aimed at not only challenging critics but also acknowledging
the support that her father gave her in a society that often
questions unusual choices.

Megha Parmar left the audience with a powerful message —
dedication and determination can overcome any obstacle. Her
journey stands as a reminder that with commitment, one can
achieve the extraordinary.
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