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he Vedas and Upanishads have enriched our intellectual

heritage by providing it with gems of insights and
knowledge on leading a meaningful and purposeful life. Noted
scholar and historian Dr. SC Mishra said this at the launch
of his Hindi book Jivan, Jigyasa aur Shastra, published by the
National Book Trust, India. He remarked ‘Wu@mﬁéﬁﬁr@
3 AN O SIS [t 2.

Our traditional knowledge system gives us directions on
how to lead an active life engaged in activities that are useful
to society, the author remarked.

Noted actor and director of the serial Chankya, Dr. Chandra
Prakash Dwivedi, asked booklovers to look within to find what
gives them happiness rather than looking outward.

Director NBT Shri Yuvraj Malik thanked the octogenarian
author for coming out with his second book for NBT after an
earlier one in English on Maharaja Kishan Singh. The role of
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an author is to guide the younger generation, he said. He also
complimented the editor of the book, saying a good book is the
culmination of equal efforts by the author and editor.

‘Managing Anger’ in Indo-Pak Relations

he relations between India and Pakistan have reached

a new low, and managing them is the need of the hour,
said former envoy Mr. Ajay Bisaria, the High Commissioner to
Islamabad before the close-down of the Indian embassy post-
abrogation of Article 370.

“On both the sides of the border there is anger that must be
managed to tone down the relations between the South Asian
neighbours,” Mr Bisaria, said during a discussion on his new book,
Anger Management: The Troubled Diplomatic Relationship between
India and Pakistan, launched at the Theme Pavilion on Saturday,
organised by Bharat Literature Festival.

The diplomat, who was serving in Pakistan, at the time of
the Pulwama attack and the subsequent Balakot air strike in
2019, expressed his desire for improved bilateral relations and
the reopening of the Indian embassy in Pakistan.

Drawing comparisons between the outlooks of Prime
Minister Mr Narendra Modi and his BJP predecessor, late Mr.
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Mr Bisaria said “Even PM Modi followed
Shri Vajpayee for his first 20 months in power. However, things
changed after 2015

Commenting on the way the Modi government was dealing
with the belligerent neighbour, Mr Bisaria observed, “Earlier,
we countered terrorism by delegitimizing it internationally,
but now, it is more of diplomacy in action at ground zero. India
is witnessing a diplomatic shift from soft to hard, and is also
using sound deterrents to tackle the tension.”

Mr Bisaria also expressed his concern on the prevailing

socio-economic and political turbulence in Pakistan, describing
the situation there as “the result of cumulative sin committed
by Pakistani army and political leadership.”

He also discussed the growing ‘Anti-Army’ sentiment
among the local population and said that the new generation
was well-aware of the “real masters of Pakistani politics”.
However, despite their resentment, the Army continued to
dominate every field.

In response to journalist Ms Aditi Tyagi’s question about
his life as an Indian diplomat in Pakistan, he said, “Indian
diplomats are the most followed ‘rockstars’ in Pakistan, always
in the limelight”.
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lllustrators’ Corner

he New Delhi World Book Fair 2024 hosted well-known

[talian artists at the Italy-India Illustrators Exchange
Forum, a beautifully designed space called Illustrator’s Corner
& Wallin Hall 4, an enriching experience for art enthusiasts and
professionals alike, where they offered a series of captivating
workshops and sessions.

The forum had artists such as Ivan Canu, a distinguished
illustrator and author, who delved into the intricacies of portfolio
refinement, providing valuable insights for professionals.
Elisa Macellari, a celebrated comics artist, led a workshop
titled “Drawing the Invisible,” offering creative strategies for
visualizing abstract concepts. Participants were given a unique
opportunity to create self-portraits during the “Reading Faces:
A Portrait Workshop,” along with interpreting portraits of
notable Indian personalities. The ‘Ask Me Anything’ session
with the artists provided valuable insights into the illustrator’s
profession, fostering a deeper understanding of the industry.

Sophie Benini’s portfolio review sessions presented an
invaluable opportunity for illustrators to receive tailored
feedback, identify strengths, and receive guidance for career

growth. The masterclass on “Books Inside and Out: Creative
Processes and Design of the Illustrated Book” provided
attendees with a profound understanding of the intricate
processes involved in book illustration and cover designing
especially in books for children.

Indian Artists including Mohit Suneja, Neeta Gangopadhya,
Ajanta Guha, Mistunee, and Mitrarun Halder attended the event.
The [lustrator’s Wall also featured a stunning array of nationwide
multilingual interpretations, showcasing the illustrious
contributions of renowned Indian artists like Kallol Majumder,
Subir Roy, Suvidha Mistry, Durgadatt Pandey, and Viky Arya. This
ensured a lively exchange between Indian illustrators and Italian
artists, and gave them opportunities to showcase their artistic
contributions, making the event a lively celebration.

The Illustrator’s Corner gained traction among all age
groups, serving as an open space for unwinding by creatively
expressing while navigating the fair grounds. Throughout
the day, attendees are welcome to walk in and showcase their
artistic creativity, utilizing complimentary art supplies. It
has become a hub for spontaneous creativity and a sense of
community among participants. The
workshops, masterclasses, and the
Ilustrator’s Corner not only enhanced
participants’ skills but also facilitated
cross-cultural artistic collaboration,
making the Illustrator’s Wall a must-
visit destination at NDWBF 2024.

The space extends open invitations
to Indian artists to present their work
and utilize the area. This initiative
further enriches the fair experience,
showcasing diverse artistic talents. The
debut of the event provided a platform
for artists to express themselves
creatively and connect with others in a
vibrant and inclusive atmosphere.

An Interactive Session followed by Screening of the
Animated Movie—Jingle Kids

A;interactive session on the Russian animated movie Jingle
ids dubbed in Hindi was held at the International Events
Corner. The event began with the screening of two episodes. It
featured the presence of esteemed panelists— Pavleen Gujral,
Hemant Saini, Pallavi Bharti, Ashish Bhandari, Swasti Shree,
Dinesh Sharma, Vivek Singh, Sonu Saini and Rupam Sehtya from
the animation industry, and the moderator, Sandesha Rayapa.
The panelists shared the creative process, from initial
concept development to final animation production,
highlighting the importance of storytelling through visuals
and sound effects. The screening of Jingle Kids delighted
the audience with its heartwarming story and captivating
animation. Laughter and applause filled the event as viewers of
all ages were immersed in the adventures of lovable characters
named Bedoku, Vaanya and Frosya. The event concluded
with a Q&A round and received an overwhelmingly positive

response from the audience where children and adults seemed
captivated by the charming characters, engaging storyline and
vibrant animation.




NEW DELHI

“WORLD

Sunday, 18 February 2024

10-18 FEBALIARY 2024 | PRAC

BOOK FAIR

AAIDAN, NEW DELHI

Ink and Elegance: A Workshop on Calligraphy

alligraphy is the art of beautiful writing. Back in the day, it

was a supreme art. The NDWBEF "24 organized a captivating
workshop titled “Ink and Elegance” on the art of calligraphy,
conducted by the National Centre for Children’s Literature
(NCCL). The workshop aimed to introduce children to the
beauty and intricacies of calligraphy, fostering creativity and
appreciation for fine artistry.

The highly engaging workshop was led by Mr. Inku Kumar,
a seasoned graphic designer and contemporary calligraphy
practitioner. Mr. Kumar initiated the session by prompting
the children to reflect on the meaning of calligraphy, setting
the tone for an interactive learning experience. Conducted

On interacting with the parents present in the audience,
a mother of two children said that it is necessary to include
and pay attention to calligraphy, especially in this world of
typing on computers. Other parents also emphasized that the
advancement of technology has resulted in making people
lazy, leading to the loss of this beautiful art form.

The workshop culminated with a collective showcase, as
the children proudly raised their artworks for a group picture,
symbolizing their newfound appreciation for this refined art
form. Overall, the “Ink and Elegance” workshop successfully
sowed a seed of creativity and self-expression in children, which
should help to preserve this ancient heritage of calligraphy.

primarily in Hindi, Mr. Kumar adeptly demonstrated
various calligraphy techniques on a whiteboard, such
as distinguishing between hard and light strokes, how
much pressure is required, and so on.

Throughout the session, Mr. Kumar actively
involved the children by soliciting their inputs on
the letters he had crafted, ensuring their active
participation. Children were provided with individual
guide sheets, featuring arrows, to facilitate their
learning process, resulting in enthusiastic reiterations
and diligent practice.

Mr. Kumar interacted with the children,
encouraging them to continue the practice of
calligraphy even after the Fair. Later, workbooks and
guide sheets were provided to each student so that
they could practice the art form at home, ensuring the
workshop’s objectives beyond its duration.
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Foreign Literature at NDWBF'24

Reﬂecting the overarching multilingualism theme of this
year’s Book Fair are several stalls in foreign literature.

Fiction and non-fiction literature as well as education
material and dictionaries in French, German, Italian, Spanish,
Japanese, Russian, Korean, Portuguese, and Arabic are mostly
availablein Halls4 and 1, attracting students of these languages.

Originals and translated versions of several Indian books
and magazines into foreign languages are being well received,
said Mr. Yash Pratap of Goyal Publications, adding that their
goal is to globalise Indian literature.

The publisher, whose books in French, German and
Spanish are in use in CBSE-affiliated schools in Delhi said that
they had a tie-up with 14 European Publishers to provide their
books in India.

Creating Intellectual Heritage

Thame Pavilion @

€€ T dentity politics is going to vanish due to the evolution

of intellectual heritage,” said Prof. Badri Narayan at an
enriching panel discussion organized by NBT, India, on the
topic ‘India Creating Intellectual Heritage’ at the Theme
Pavilion. The session featured Prof. Badri Narayan, Social
Historian and Anthropologist, Dr. Archana Singh, Associate
Professor at GB Pant Institute of Social Science, Dr. Pani
Dua, Former Director of Delhi School of Economics, and Mr.
Kartikeya Sharma, Deputy Editor at News 9. The speakers
highlighted the impact of government policies at the
grassroots level and the idea of creating Intellectual Heritage.
It came to an end with Mr. Sharma citing success stories of
these policies.
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1. Discussion on veteran journalist Mr. Gulab Kothari’s books. 7. The comic corner at the Fair
2. A discussion on the influence of Indian cinema on Saudi 8. Humour books at the Fair
Arabia at the GoH country Pavilion. 9. Musicians enthralling visitors at the amphitheatre
3. Students performing a nukkad natak on Unity in Diversity ~ 10. Students Edge- a current affairs monthly for higher students

theme. 11. A student presents a book on healthy habits at the
4. Calligraphy workshop at the Children’s Pavilion, Hall No. 3. Children’s Pavilion.
5. Kendriya Vidyalaya student Sanvi Jha shares her NDWBF  12. Various foreign language books at Hall No. 1.

2024 experience with NBT 13. A poetry session at the Children’s Pavilion.

6. Children with special needs getting free audio books at the =~ 14. The soulful performance ‘Contemporary music inspired by
NBT Pavilion, Hall No. 1. Meera’ by Ramesht Band left everyone spellbound.
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EVENTS TODAY

Theme Pavilion Hall No. 5
Time Event Organiser
1.40-2.30 pm Cognitive Benefits of Learning Multiple Languages NBT
4.20 - 5.10 pm Multilingual India and Mother-Tongue: Its importance in NEP2020 NBT
3.00 - 4.00 pm Corridors of Power: A Candid Discussion Bharat Literature Festival
International Events/Foreign Pavilion Hall No.4
Time Event Organiser
2:00 - 2:50 pm The Role of Saudi Arabia in Promoting the Arabic Language in India Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
A Presentation by Abdullah Alwashmi
3:00 - 3:50 pm Class Zero in Spanish Instituto Cervantes New Delhi
A Workshop by Juan Cérdoba Martinez
Authors’ Corner Hall No. 5
Time Event Organiser
11:00 - 11:50 am Book Discussion: Animal Activism Paper towns-The Bookoholics
1:40 - 2:30 pm New Kids on the Block Om Books
3:00 - 3:50 pm Finding your Niche in Fiction Writing The Great Indian Book Tour
4:20 - 5:10 pm Women Entrepreneurs as Thought Leaders : The Influence of Booksin | My Secret Bookshelf
Business
5:40 - 6:30 pm Book Launch: Krishna Hubhawks
Lekhak Manch Hall No. 2
Time Event Organiser
11:00 ¥ 11:50 91 | Y ¥R & WMo U= 2l RIS
12:20 ¥ 1:10 9o | AR il ‘amed —ury &l fadrem g F=f GRETHTHT
1:40 9 230 91 | 3 AT BIeT YD BT AlBTUIYN SERKIEINSS
420 9 510 991 | XTold ARIET &I GIdH — A% ARGl A & B (@) & e R S
540 W 6:30 991 | JRIP AT FRIS| A8, SHRICAE JKid [dHrad gd aRe=i
Cultural Events Amphitheatre-1st
Time Event Organiser
4:00 - 4:20 pm Ardha (Sword Dance from GOH country, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia) NBT, India
5:00 - 6:00 pm The Unplugged Trio
7:00 - 8:00 pm Thaikkudam Bridge (Rock band built on elements of folk and classical
sounds of India)
Children’s Pavilion Hall No.3
Time Event Organiser
11:00 am - 11:40 am  Storytelling Circle: Gathering Around the Fire of Narratives NCCL, NBT
11:50 am - 12:30 pm | Communicate with Confidence: Mastering the Art of Communication | Orange Owl
12:40 pm - 1:20 pm | Whimsical Workshop: Learning Caricature Art NCCL (Discovery)

1:30 pm - 2:10 pm

TS IR SR g

Wonderroom Bal Pustakalay, Rajiv
Gandhi Foundation

2:20 pm - 3:00 pm

Pioneering Pedagogy: Empowering Education Through Integrated Toy—
based Pedagogy in the Classroom

Chesta Care foundation

3:10 pm - 3:50 pm

Paper Tales: A Workshop in Origami and Letter Crafting

Daakroom

4:00 pm - 4:40 pm

Let’s Read Aloud!
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Lekhak Manch Celebrates Army Wives, Unveils
‘Ek Shoorveer ki Amar Katha’ Book

34 ey

n a gathering at Lekhak

Manch, stories of resilience
and sacrifice echoed as Army
wives shared their untold
stories of difficulties, setting
the stage for the launch of a
moving book, Ek Shoorveer
ki Amar Katha. The event,
graced by Chief Guest Ms.
Asha Suchindra, Vice President of the Army Wives Welfare
Association (AWWA), highlighted the challenges faced by the
families of those who serve in the Armed Forces. Ms. Suchindra
emphasized her commitment to women’s empowerment and
the overall welfare of those connected to the defence forces.

Mrs. Shakuntala Ajit Bhandarkar, author and educator,
spoke of herjourneyand motivationbehind thebook. Following
the martyrdom of her spouse Colonel Ajit V Bhandarkar, she
moved to Bengaluru and is guiding over 10,000 students
and numerous teachers. Presently, as the founding Director
of Metamorphes Foundation, she actively contributes to the
welfare of brave families in the Indian Armed Forces.

A biography Shaku: Ek Saadharan Se Veer Nari tak, authored
by retired Captain Ramdas Kamat, delves into the life of the
brave war widow. Mrs. Bhandarkar expressed her desire to
apprise the world about the lives of army families through this
narrative. The translation of the book, from English to Hindi
by Ms. Nitya Shukla, brought a unique perspective to the tale.
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Incidentally Shukla, whose husband is serving in the same
regiment as Col. Bhandarkar shared her experiences.

Vandana Palli, the publisher of the book, highlighted its
significance in motivating the youth and society at large. In her
closing remarks, Ms. Shukla left the audience with a powerful
quote: "Koi bhi Desh Sarvashreshtha nahin hota, usey banaya
jata hai", a reminder that greatness is not bestowed upon a
nation; it is crafted. The unveiling of these courageous tales
at the Lekhak Manch had a visible impact on those present.
Coincidently all the ladies on the dais had an army background.
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NDWBF'24 at a Glance...

« NBT organised the release of Suryodaya, an Odia poetry
book at the Theme Pavilion, followed by an insightful
discussion on the role of literature in transforming society.
The speakers included Mr. Sangram Mishra, Retd. IAS
and Mr. Pradeep Singh Kharola, Chairman and Managing
Director, ITPO.

+ Apanel discussion was organised by NBT on the multilingual
traditions of Karnataka at the Theme Pavilion. The
speakers included Prof. Basavaraj Kodagunti, Dr. Sukanya
Kanarally and the moderator, Prof. Purushothama Bilimale.
It highlighted the diversity and interconnectedness of
languages. The panelists pointed out that everyone has a
role in preserving linguistic heritage.

+ A session on ‘Role of Libraries in Present Education System’
featured a discussion on the role of school libraries in
creating a reading habit amongst children from an early
age. Educators Ms. Geet Malhotra, Dr. D V Singh, Dr. Vijay
Dutta and Dr. Geeta Rani emphasised on the interrelation
between knowledge, wisdom and information.

A panel discussion was held on ‘Reflection of Urdu’s Culture
in India’s Multilingual Scene’ by NCPUL. The conversation
revolved around the origin and significance of Urdu,
highlighting its beauty and rich history in India. It featured
Prof. Khwaja Md. Ekramuddin, Prof. Kausar Mazhari, and
the moderator, Dr. Shafiuzzama Khan.

+ The Publications Division -DPD India and Employment
News organised a session on ‘Career Calling Opportunities
for AIl'. It encapsulated expert advices for young minds to
master the art of crafting their career paths.

A special session on Women Empowerment turned out to
be a journey into the lives of extraordinary Indian women
artists. Engaging insights were shared by Prof. Archana R
Singh and Dr. Anu Dua Sehgal during the thought-provoking
discussion at the Vitasta Publishing stall.

+ The book Start-up Theories, Examples and Activities by Mr.
Umesh Rathod was launched at the Authors’ Corner. In
an engaging discussion on the book, Mr. Rathod provided
insights on the dynamic world of entrepreneurship, and his
book, which includes 100+ theories of start -ups, and tips
for aspiring entrepreneurs.

+ An insightful talk on ‘The Way to Eternal Happiness
through Enlightenment’ by Atmanin Ravi, a spiritual
mentor, was organised by the AiR Institute of Realisation.
He captivated the audience with his profound knowledge
on spirituality.

+ A discussion was organised on ‘Unleashing Potential: the
Power of Attitude and Mental Wellness.” It featured Mr.
Shiv Khera (Author and Motivator), Mr. Kapil Gupta and
Mr. Suhail Mathur, the CEO & Co- Founder of Bakers Book.

The Spiritual Quotient

re you God? Or, can you become God? What is success?

What is your goal? Has your education led you to
happiness? These are some of the existential questions being
asked of visitors thronging the T — 31 stall at Hall No. 1 of
the New Delhi World Book Fair 2024 at Pragati Maidan. The
Spiritual Personality Test Paper from the Vrindavan-based
Gaurannga Institute for Vedic Education (GIVE) asks 20
questions to eager students and passers-by. Once their forms
are completed, ‘sevak’ Mahaprabhu Sevadas and his team of
young volunteers explain what the responses indicate.

Since the Fair began on 10 February,
nearly 1700 forms have been filled up. A
majority (90 per cent) has also subscribed
to a free 13-hour Foundation Course
on ‘Karma’ on WhatsApp. “School and
college lead to knowledge and education;
a job brings money; everything that is
material is taken care of. What about the
happiness of the spirit, however? What
about eternal questions - who are you
and what is your purpose here? Once
these are answered, the human heart

rejoices and genuine bliss comes into one’s life,” elaborates
Shri Sevadas.

This ‘lost knowledge’ is shared with spiritual seekers, some
of who also subscribe to a 20-hour course online to deepen
their understanding of universal themes such as pain and joy.
The Institute is also offering a book on the subject by the same
name, which was launched on 13% February at the Fair. It is
written in the form of a conversation between the preacher
‘upadeshak’ and the figyasu’ - the curious seeker. The Hindi
edition is to be followed by its English version at a later date.




